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MM31.12_ Federal Environmental Assessment of the Ontario Line,_Submission_Lenka Holubec 
 
Apr 7, 2021 
 
VIA E-MAIL: councilmeeting@toronto.ca 

  

RE: MM31.12  Federal Environmental Assessment of the Ontario Line - by Councillor Paula Fletcher, 
seconded by Councillor Joe Cressy 
 
 
Dear Mayor Tory and Council Members, 
 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the motion by Councillor Paula Fletcher, seconded by 
Councillor Joe Cressy. 
 
This communication is in support of the motion. 
 
I would also like to add to the voices requesting the federal government do an environmental assessment of 
the proposed Ontario Line. 
 
Additionally to reasons specified in this motion, Ontario Line North as proposed now, would be crossing or in 
adjacency of a significant natural heritage systems located at Don River Valley - parallel to Millwood Road 
and in vicinity of Overlea Boulevard and Don Mills Road (E.T. Seton Park ESA). 
 
The areas located within the Ontario Line North Study Area that potentially could be affected: 
 

- The Candidate Regionally Significant West Don River Valley Life Science ANSI 
- The Don River Valley is a valleyland feature designated as an Urban River Valley under the Greenbelt 

Plan 
- Environmentally Significant Area within E.T. Seton Park. TO’s ESAs are protected along City OP 

amendment OPA 262 in  conformity with Provincial Policy Statement. 
- The natural areas within the Don river which are part of the City Natural Heritage System 

Bill 171 – “An Act to enact the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 and make related amendments to other Acts” 
allows ‘early works’ construction for the project to commence even before the release of  EIA which not just 
removes public from decision making process but completely fails to provide for due process of evaluation 
where significant natural heritage is involved.  

“Early works are components of the Ontario Line Project that are anticipated to be ready to proceed before 
completion of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, such as station construction, rail corridor 
expansion, utility relocation or bridge replacement or expansion, as defined in O. Reg. 341/20” 
https://www.metrolinxengage.com/en/content/ontario-line-environment 
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Requesting the federal government do an environmental assessment of the proposed Ontario Line is critical 
to prevent irreversible impacts potentially resulting from streamlined Metrolinx Assessment process and to 
ensure continued protection and sustainability of Toronto’s natural heritage. 

 

Thank you for your attention to these considerations. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lenka Holubec, member of ProtectNatureTO 

 

 

 
Support material: 
 

1. OPA 262, BY-LAW No. -2015 To adopt Amendment No. 262 to the Official Plan of the City of Toronto 
with respect to the Environmental Policies and Designation of Environmentally Significant Areas 
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/bills/2015/bill1173.pdf 
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2. Ontario Line North 

 

 
 
 

3. City Interactive Map http://map.toronto.ca/maps/map.jsp?app=TorontoMaps_v2 
indicating natural heritage, ESAs 
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4. Appendix B1 OL Project Final Environmental Conditions Report_2020-11-30) 
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5. Appendix B1 OL Project Final Environmental Conditions Report_2020-11-30) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


