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ATTACHMENT 1 

STLC Next Reimagined 



   

 

Purpose of this Engagement 
As a City of Toronto agency, TO Live in partnership with Create TO intends 
to reimagine the St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, now and for future 
generations. 
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Purpose of this Engagement 
As a City of Toronto agency, TO Live in partnership with Create TO intends 
to reimagine the St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts, now and for future 
generations. 
Public consultation has provided guidance to create a thriving, landmark 
cultural facility that meets the needs of creative communities, in particular 
not-for-profit performing arts organizations, while inclusively serving the 
diverse, multigenerational neighbourhood surrounding the footprint of the 
St. Lawrence Centre, Meridian Hall, Berczy Park and connecting roadways, 
as well as the city as a whole. 
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How did it unfold? 

• Internal interviews (TOLive) 
• Phase 0 – Contextual research and 3Horizons workshop with equity-seeking
participants April 2021 
• Survey April – May 2021 
• 18 representative stakeholders recruited from survey 
• 4 workshops online (Stakeholder Working Group + plus observers) 

- session 1: Exploring Qualities and Desired Outcomes 
- session 2: Developing Vision and Principles 
- session 3: Prioritizing Vision and Principles, exploring Spaces 
- session 4: Creating a Spatial Design Program 

Synthesis of all Engagement data 
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Project Vision and Principles - 1 

Vision: STLC Next is responsive to gaps in facilities experienced by the
arts ecosystem and local communities by ensuring all spaces and
surfaces are flexible and can accommodate different sizes and types of
uses for different audiences. 
Principle: Ensure Dynamic and Highly Flexible Spaces 
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arts ecosystem and local communities by ensuring all spaces and
surfaces are flexible and can accommodate different sizes and types of
uses for different audiences. 
Principle: Ensure Dynamic and Highly Flexible Spaces 
In Practice: The building will be a multiuse facility with functionally 
optimized, specific performance spaces within it that meet the current
gaps in the arts ecosystem and for communities in Toronto. 
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Project Vision and Principles - 2 

Vision: All bodies, regardless of age, culture, ability or identification are 
able to create, work and play, using optimized technologies in any part of
STLC Next 
Principle: Build for extreme usability 
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Project Vision and Principles - 2
 

Vision: All bodies, regardless of age, culture, ability or identification are 
able to create, work and play, using optimized technologies in any part of
STLC Next 
Principle: Build for extreme usability 
In Practice: The building goes beyond meeting AODA requirements to
ensure that all who are anticipated to access the space feel comfortable to
do so and experience no barriers. This includes all possible users of the
space such as creators, performers, workers, audiences and the public. 
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Project Vision and Principles - 3 

Vision: Performance and creation are demystified and previously excluded
users are welcomed into a space that complements and integrates with the
surrounding architecture. 
Principle: Create a bold and open building that fits the neighbourhood. 
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Project Vision and Principles - 3 

Vision: Performance and creation are demystified and previously excluded
users are welcomed into a space that complements and integrates with the
surrounding architecture. 
Principle: Create a bold and open building that fits the neighbourhood. 
In Practice: Exchange and connection with communities are promoted by 
inviting the public to interact with the space, while still protecting artists'
privacy. Boundaries between the exterior and interior are permeable, making
the building more open and providing opportunities for outside performances,
projects or screenings from new vantage points. The building's compelling
and unique structure will speak to the iconic architecture and history of the
neighbourhood. 
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Project Vision and Principles - 4 

Vision: The building's construction and operations anticipate the demands 
of evolving performance platforms while favouring environmentally 
sustainable practices. 
Principle: Be future-facing for a decarbonized world 
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Project Vision and Principles - 4 

Vision: The building's construction and operations anticipate the demands 
of evolving performance platforms while favouring environmentally 
sustainable practices. 
Principle: Be future-facing for a decarbonized world 
In Practice: The building goes beyond the City's current carbon net-zero
standards and ensures its carbon footprint is minimized using holistically 
effective practices and materials. Its configuration and infrastructure are
flexible enough to adapt to evolving technology platforms, energy sources 
and automation that support creation, production, dissemination and
experiencing art. 
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Strategic Considerations 

For Future Performance/Arts Spaces 
The changing role of public performing arts centres in the city landscape
must be considered as part of the physical re-imagining of STLC. 
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Strategic Considerations 

For Future Community Spaces 
For the diverse array of communities that make up the local neighbourhood,
and Toronto as a whole, the arts have the potential to provide social
purpose and build vitality. 
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Strategic Considerations 

For Future Readiness: Technology 
As STLC Next prepares for its next half century of service, it is critical to
anticipate the technological changes the new facility may need to include. 
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Strategic Considerations 

For Future Readiness: Education 
Just as equipment is transforming, so is the population of Toronto. As the
city’s leading edge performance space, STLC will be in a position to guide 
the future of the performing arts through educational collaboration. 
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STLC: A Bold Idea 

People told us they believe that culture is a requirement for living a fulfilling,
healthy and productive life. 
People told us that the arts are a foundational component of an innovative,
thriving city ready to recover from COVID-19. 
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STLC: A Bold Idea
 

People told us they believe that culture is a requirement for living a fulfilling,
healthy and productive life. 
People told us that the arts are a foundational component of an innovative,
thriving city ready to recover from COVID-19. 
And, most importantly, people told us that the time is now for Toronto 
to boldly reimagine the STLC building and the site into an anchor in
Canada’s next cultural corridor; a place that brings the arts to 
everyone, that builds Toronto’s creative backbone and prepares us for 
a future we desire. 
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 STLC: Next Steps
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Clarifications?
 



 

Appendix: Building Program Spatial Elements
Synthesis of all Engagement source data 

KerrSmith 2021
)



 

Distillation of Functional Spatial Requirements from Workshops
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Building Program: Spatial Elements
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