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REPORT FOR ACTION 

 

Permanent Closure to Vehicular Traffic, the North-
South Public Lane west of Augusta Avenue, between 
Richmond Street West and Queen Street West 
 
Date:   March 30, 2021 
To:   Toronto and East York Community Council 
From:   Director, Transportation Planning and Capital Program 
   Transportation Services 
Wards:  Ward 10, Spadina-Fort York 
 

SUMMARY 
 
Transportation Services recommends that the public lane west of Augusta Avenue, 
between Richmond Street West and Queen Street West, be permanently closed to 
vehicular traffic. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Transportation Services recommends that: 
 
1. City Council authorize the permanent closure to vehicular traffic of the north-south 
public lane, west of Augusta Avenue, between Richmond Street West and Queen Street 
West, shown as Parts 1 and 2 on Sketch No. PS-2021-009 (the "Lane"), attached to the 
report dated March 30, 2021, from the Director, Transportation Planning and Capital 
Program, Transportation Services; and 
 
2. City Council enact a by-law substantially in the form of the draft by-law attached as 
Appendix "B" to the report dated March 30, 2021, from the Director, Transportation 
Planning and Capital Program, Transportation Services. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The permanent closing of the Lane to vehicular traffic will not result in any substantial 
cost to the City. It is estimated that the cost to remove a curb cut along Queen Street 
West, to restrict vehicle access is approximately $4,200 and is available in the 
Transportation Services 2021 Budget. 
 
The corresponding curb cut along Richmond Street West will be removed by an 
adjacent development site, at no cost to the City. 
 
The Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer has reviewed this report and agrees with the 
financial impact information. 
 

DECISION HISTORY 
 
At its meeting of July 23, 2018, City Council considered TE34.13, entitled "520 
Richmond Street West - Zoning Amendment, Application - Final Report", which 
authorized staff to enter into an agreement with the owner of the development property 
at 520 Richmond St. West, pursuant to which the owner is required to restore the 
portion of the public lane immediately abutting the property at 520 Richmond Street 
West (between Richmond Street West and Rush Lane) in accordance with City 
standards and reflecting any required public realm improvements associated with the 
future pedestrianization of the lane to be initiated by the City, from Richmond Street 
West to Queen Street West, to the satisfaction of the Chief Engineer and Executive 
Director, Engineering and Construction Service.   
 
By Delegated Approval Form No. 2021-063, executed by the Director, Transaction 
Services, Corporate Real Estate Management, authorized the General Manager, 
Transportation Services, to give notice to the public of a proposed by-law to close the 
Lane in accordance with the requirements of City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 
162 and the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for Schedule "A+" activities, 
with the Toronto and East York Community Council to hear any member of the public 
who wishes to speak to the matter during consideration of the proposed by-law.   
 
 

COMMENTS 
 
Transportation Services has reviewed the feasibility of closing the Lane to vehicular 
traffic and has determined that it can be closed without negatively impacting adjacent 
properties.  Furthermore, closing the lane to vehicular traffic will support mid-block 
pedestrian connections identified by the King-Spadina Secondary Plan review. 
 
Closing the lane to vehicular traffic will require the removal of curb cuts along Richmond 
Street West and Queen Street West. The curb cut along Richmond Street will be 
removed in conjunction with the development of the property at 520 Richmond Street 
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West.  The curb cut along Queen Street West will be removed by Transportation 
Services. 
 
The closing process requires approval from City Council. The draft by-law is an 
Appendix to this report that recommends the closure of the Lane which will be tabled at 
the same Toronto and East York Community Council meeting where the public will have 
the opportunity to speak to the matter if they wish to do so. 
 
The requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for Schedule "A+" 
activities will be met during the posting of the public notice on the notices page of the 
City's website for at least five (5) working days prior to the Toronto and East York 
Community Council meeting at which the proposed by-law to close the Highway will be 
considered. 
 

CONTACT 
 
Lukasz Pawlowski, Manager 
Transportation Development Planning & Review 
Toronto East York and Scarborough Districts 
Phone: 416-392-7713: Facsimile: 416-394-8942 
E-mail: Lukasz.Pawlowski@toronto.ca 
 

SIGNATURE 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Ashley Curtis, Director 
Transportation Planning and Capital Program 
Transportation Services 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment 1 – Appendix "A" – Sketch No. PS-2021-009 
Attachment 2 – Appendix "B" – Draft By-law 
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                            Attachment 1 – Appendix "A" – Sketch PS-2021-009 
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                           Attachment 2 – Appendix "B" – Draft By-law 
 

 


