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What are "Species At Risk™?
— R
 Extinct in the wild |

| Vulnerable

Near threatened

Data deficient

Not evaluated
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Blanding'’s Turtle

Ontario Government
Response Statement

Protecting and Recovering Species at Risk in Ontario

Species at risk recovery is a key part of protecting Ontario’s biodiversity.
The Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) is the Government of Ontario’s
legislative commitment to protecting and recovering species at risk and
their habitats.

Under the ESA, the Government of Ontario must ensure that a recovery
strategy is prepared for each species that is listed as endangered or
threatened. A recovery strategy provides science-based advice to
government on what is required to achieve recovery of a species.

Generally, within nine months after a recovery strategy is prepared, the
ESA requires the government to publish a statement summarizing the
government'’s intended actions and priorities in response to the recovery
strategy. The resp isthe g t's policy resp to
the scientific advice provided in the recovery strategy. In addition to the
strategy, the government response statement considers (where available)
input from Indigenous communities and organizations, stakeholders, other
jurisdictions, and members of the public. It reflects the best available local

Blanding's Turtle

is a medium-sized
turtle with a smooth,
high-domed shell
which is black to
dark brown and may
have yellow streaks
or flecks. The most
distinguishing feature
of this species is its
bright yellow chin
and neck. Blanding's
Turtles are semi-
aquatic and use both
aquatic and terrestrial
habitats. Turtles

play an important

Strategy Series o
and scientific knowledge, including Traditional Ecological Knowledge where ~ 7/® In Indigenous
it has been shared by communities and Knowledge Holders, as appropriate, spiritual beliefs and
and may be adapted if new information becomes available. In implementing ceremonies.

the actions in the response statement, the ESA allows the government to

determine what is feasible, taking into account social, cultural and economic

factors.

The Recovery Strategy for the Blanding's Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii) in
Ontario was completed on December 5, 2019.
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« Qutlines government-led
and government-supported
recovery actions

* Released within 1-2 years
for Endangered/Threatened
species
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Average annual grant revenue

o = $255 000 Grant-funded
Total = $840k

Sem e = $230,000

Program

= $125,000




Wildlife Outreach and
monitoring education

Population First Nations
augmentation engagement



Overcoming pandemic-related challenges

* Delays in permits

* Impacts on staffing levels
* Unanticipated costs
 Equipment shortages

* Prohibitions on handling certain species



Wildlife monitoring



Acoustic Monitoring

. . (York Region)
Community Science

(NWMO)

Acoustic Monitoring
(Parks Canada)

Acoustic Monitoring
(Nature Conservancy of Canada)

Capture + Telemetry Surveys

(Parks Canada)
Capture Surveys

(NWMO)

- Summer 2021
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The Motus Wildlife Tracking System: a collaborative
research network to track wildlife movement
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Population augmentation





http:Source:natureguelphtracking.wordpress.com

"Head-starting”

* Eggs hatched under
human care

 May be raised for a few
days or a few years

 Turtles released to
original location or
populate new location




Blanding’s turtle

(Emydoidea blandingii)
119 eggs collected

(117 hatched)

57 hatchlings released

60 hatchlings retained

57 two-year olds released

Wood turtle
(Glyptemys insculpta)

* 33 new hatchlings retained
* 68 juveniles released




Blanding'’s turtle
release in Rouge
National Urban Park

(2020)




Outreach and education



Great Lakes Program

%‘8 \,-/-' ‘) Curriculum-based, education program

C A A N Offered free of charge
Grades K-12, English or French

Focuses on aquatic Species At Risk:
« American eel
« Atlantic salmon
 Channel darter
« Eastern sand darter
* Freshwater mussels
« Lake sturgeon
* Pugnose minnow
* Pugnose shiner
 Redside dace
» Silver shiner
« Spotted gar

Program




« Saved mileage costs
 Invested in digital broadcasting equipment:

 Rocket hubs

« Webcams, microphones, lighting
« Backdrops

Great Lakes
rogram

5:’ toronto |
-~ Z00 e

Z6o




% |

Vi o
K, ..f..v,._r_ ,
...\,b. .‘ ....» -~
Al d




/%5~ Great Lakes Program

Program

September 2020 to date:

« ~380 presentations

452 classes reach

9,367 students reached in-class
19% of presentations in French

Total reach including Facebook Lives and Nature Groups = 48,294 people
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IS Thank you to @greatlakesprgm for @hrancacenco

We are so lucky to have had dropping in virtually and sharing your TY Michelle Olsen

a Science Educator from the expertise about biotic and abiotic things @greatlakesprgm who
Toronto Zoo @greatlakesprgm found in the various habitats that encouraged students to "Keep

our Great Lakes Great" while

come to teach us about the surround the Great Lakes.'Our grade 4/5 jesring abiout the urique
Great Lakes, the fish and other and 4 student§ were definitely engaged. local endangered "Redside
wildlife around us! So many great @TDSB_Lorraine @DanMacLean12 Dace" minnow & developed
questions!!! @louisearbourfi @tdsb student action & solutions for

&

their protection @JpsTdsb
@EcoSchoolsTDSB @LC3_TDSB

W existe plus de 15

Mme Loares @Mmeloares - 7h
Thank you @greatlakesprgm for a great
presentation this morning! Grade 3/4

Ellen van Wageningen @ @El.. - 14h nge_vmuamsm
Super informative presentation tonight

by Kat Lucas of @greatlakesprgm to the Todaywewete Jalned.yy thie

Toronto Zoo for a presentation

students in Salle 223 learned about the @ECFNC about the threats to our Great about our Great Lakes. We
Great Lakes and the importance of Lakes and what we can do to reduce learned about some of the
: . B3 9 . amazing aquatic species living
protecting aquatic ecosystems! [bgms 2~ them. Watch fc')r the video on Essex gt fiereiin thie watershede and
County Nature's YouTube channel. how to "keep our great lakes

#mussels #fish great". @DSBNVirtual @dsbn
- @greatlakesprgm
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"The program was amazing! Thank you so
very much... inquiry-based learning in a 45-
minute presentation is almost impossible...
The presenter did an incredible job. [...]Thank
you again for a wonderful visit! Absolutely what
we were looking for. | passed along our high
praise for your program to administration and
other teachers.”



First Nations engagement



Ontario @

Newsroom

NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Taking Action to Protect and
Restore the Great Lakes

Province investing in projects to improve the health of the world’s
largest lake system

September 4, 2020
Environment, Conservation and Parks




First Nations partner activities:
Shoreline clean-up events

$15,622.40

ways of knowing partnership

TURTLE ISLAND
conservation


http:15,622.40

Chippewas of RAMA
First Nation
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Questions?



