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➢ On March 10, 2021 Toronto City Council declared it will place a PERMANENT 
homelessness project on the front lawn of WILLOWDALE MANOR seniors home, 
destroying their protected green parklands. The elderly community affected by the 
plan is mostly non-English speaking Koreans, Chinese and various other multi ethnic 
immigrants. 

http://www.voicesofwillowdale.ca/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JoAZM7ABa6I


 

 

 

➢ The City plans to cut down dozens of mature trees and replace the parklands with 
“supportive modular housing”. These are pre-built 350 square foot "rental units" to 
house the homeless. 

 

 

http://youtu.be/Qs6vAmmgTMY
http://youtu.be/Qs6vAmmgTMY


➢ Most or all of the 64 units will house men with serious addictions and mental health 
issues. This will happen immediately next to the over 600 elderly at Willowdale Manor 
and Cummer Lodge, and next to the neighbouring patients of St. John’s Rehab. 

"Unfortunately, Local Councilor John Filion and Toronto Housing Executive Abigail 
Bond have been painting a distorted picture by trivializing the real challenges and 
impairments that this homeless population faces.... It's not rocket science to imagine 
how putting 60+ people together who all have the same intensive and 
complex challenges without proper intensive supports may be a recipe for 
disaster. " SEE THE ARTICLE - Medical Misinformation: A Rushed Plan that Fails Both 
Our Seniors and the Homeless https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/medical-
misinformation-failing-homeless-voices-of-
willowdale/?trackingId=UizdjPm9TeeI7RI2nrN6Fg%3D%3D 

 

➢The City claims this is an “emergency response” with a “fast-track” process, and has 
proceeded to target sites across the City with NO PUBLIC PRE-CONSULTATION. It also 
aims to REMOVE ALL RIGHTS OF REVIEW and APPEAL. 

➢ The City also wants a special order from the Government of Ontario (a so-called 
“MZO”). The MZO will, as Councillor Shelley Carroll has said, “completely avoid the 
democratic process” and "strip citizens of all rights" to appeal the City decision to an 
independent authority, the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). 



 

➢ MPP Stan Cho, Korean-Canadian Member of Ontario's Provincial Parliament for the 
Willowdale riding has released a letter he wrote the same day that Toronto approved its 
secretive plans on March 10, 2021. Mr. Cho urges Minister Steve Clark NOT to grant the 
MZO special order requested by the City of Toronto. 
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➢ Those who have raised concerns have been repeatedly ignored or attacked by local 
Councillor John Filion, a local official who has held his seat for 30 years despite the 
fact two thirds of the votes cast in the last election were cast against him. 

➢ Mr. Filion's March 12 newsletter states “[they] attempted to dehumanize the 
homeless to justify doing nothing for them.”! 

 

➢ Ironically, Councillor Filion is on record since as far back as 1997-98 insisting these 
parklands were always intended to be preserved and form part of the seniors home. In 
fact, he successfully opposed Toronto Housing's attempt at the time to develop only a 
third of the number of dwellings! A decision confirmed by the Ontario Municipal 
Board. The flip flop has many local residents suspicious since Mr. Filion recently sold 
his mansion just blocks away from this site to move to an upscale neighborhood 20kms 
away. 

➢ Watch the video below and judge for yourself as John Filion sidesteps, insults, 
dismisses and fails to respond to legitimate questions from upset residents. 



 

 

In the meantime, MP Ali Ehsassi Willowdale Member of Parliament in Ottawa has not 
responded to community concerns about Ottawa's role in this issue. 

 

http://voicesofwillowdale.ca/voicesfromourcommunity/


The Federal Government is paying for most of the project and Ehsassi appeared at the 
first "public engagement session" after the City announced the site, smiling and 
supporting the decision. 

Is Willowdale MP Ali Ehsassi supporting Councillor Filion's fiasco at 
Willowdale Manor? 

 

How can you help protect Seniors, 

save their trees and parklands, 

preserve safety and 

help the homeless? 

 
Go to our website www.VoicesOfWillowdale.ca 

 

http://www.voicesofwillowdale.ca/
http://voicesofwillowdale.ca/voicesfromourcommunity/


Sign up for our free newsletter 

Join the online petition 

Donate & HELP US fight the legal battle to come. 

We are 100% VOLUNTEERS 

 

 

 
The Ontario Government Bill of Rights for those who live in seniors homes guarantees: 
"Every resident has the right to be given access to protected outdoor areas in order to 

enjoy outdoor activity unless the physical setting makes this impossible." 

 

Go to our website www.VoicesOfWillowdale.ca 

 

YOUR ELECTED POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVES 

http://www.voicesofwillowdale.ca/


Ontario Premier Doug Ford 416-325-1941  premier@ontario.ca 

Stan Cho, Willowdale MPP 416-733-7878 stan.cho@pc.ola.org 

Ali Ehsassi, Willowdale MP 416-223-2858 Ali.Ehsassi@parl.gc.ca 

Mayor John Tory 416-397-2489 mayor_tory@toronto.ca 

Councillor John Filion 416-392-0210 councillor_filion@toronto.ca 
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