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778 King Street West - Notice of Intention to Designate
a Property under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act

Date: March 9, 2022

To: Planning and Housing Committee

From: Chief Planner and Executive Director, City Planning
Wards: Spadina - Fort York - Ward 10

SUMMARY

This report recommends that City Council state its intention to designate the property at
778 King Street West under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

The property at 778 King Street West comprises a two-storey brick building with stone
trim, located on the north side of King Street West, just west of Tecumseth Street.

It is a representative example of a mid-twentieth-century industrial headquarters,
demonstrating the influence of the Streamlined Moderne style. Designed by Leo Hunt
Stanford, the building was constructed in 1947 for the York Mending Wool Company.

It was subsequently the location of Uniforms Registered, the notable Ydessa Hendeles
Art Foundation gallery (1988-2012), and is currently a real estate office. The property
reflects the redevelopment of King Street West for textile-related manufacturing during
the first half of the twentieth century, as well as the area's later period of adaptive reuse
and cultural regeneration.

Heritage Planning staff have determined that the property at 778 King Street West
meets Ontario Regulation 9/06 — the criteria prescribed for municipal designation under
Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act — for its design/physical,
historical/associative, and contextual values.

In June 2019, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 (Bill 108) received Royal
Assent. Schedule 11 of this Act included amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act. The
Bill 108 Amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act came into force on July 1, 2021, which
included a shift in Part IV designations related to certain Planning Act applications.
Section 29(1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act now restricts City Council's ability to give
notice of its intention to designate a property under the Act to within 90 days after the
City Clerk gives notice of a complete application.

In November 2021, the City received an application for a Zoning By-law Amendment to
facilitate the redevelopment of the site for an 18-storey mixed-use building with a non-
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residential gross floor area of 714 square metres, and a residential gross floor area of
24,126 square metres. The building at 778 King Street West is proposed to be
demolished as well as the adjacent existing buildings located at 780, 782, 786, and 788
King Street West.

The development application currently under review was deemed complete on
January 14, 2022, following the new legislation coming into force. This Notice of
Intention to Designate report must be considered by City Council before April 14, 2022.

A Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is required for all development applications that
affect listed and designated properties and will be considered when determining how a
heritage property is to be conserved. An HIA was not submitted for this application.
Designation also enables City Council to review proposed alterations or demolitions to
the property and enforce heritage property standards and maintenance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Chief Planner and Executive Director, City Planning recommends that:

1. City Council state its intention to designate the property at 778 King Street West
under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act in accordance with the Statement
of Significance: 778 King Street West (Reasons for Designation) attached to this report
as Attachment 3.

2. If there are no objections to the designation, City Council authorize the City Solicitor

to introduce the Bill in Council designating the property under Part IV, Section 29 of the
Ontario Heritage Act.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.

DECISION HISTORY

There are no previous decisions in regards to this property.

BACKGROUND

Heritage Planning Framework

The conservation of cultural heritage resources is an integral component of good
planning, contributing to a sense of place, economic prosperity, and healthy and
equitable communities. Heritage conservation in Ontario is identified as a provincial
interest under the Planning Act. Cultural heritage resources are considered
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irreplaceable and valuable assets that must be wisely protected and managed as part of
planning for future growth under the Provincial Policy Statement (2020) and A Place to
Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020). Heritage Conservation is
enabled through the Ontario Heritage Act. The City of Toronto's Official Plan
implements the provincial policy regime, the Planning Act, the Ontario Heritage Act and
provides policies to guide decision making within the city.

Good planning within the provincial and municipal policy framework has at its foundation
an understanding and appreciation for places of historic significance, and ensures the
conservation of these resources are to be balanced with other provincial interests.
Heritage resources may include buildings, structures, monuments, and geographic
areas that have cultural heritage value or interest to a community, including an
Indigenous community.

The Planning Act establishes the foundation for land use planning in Ontario, describing
how land can be controlled and by whom. Section 2 of the Planning Act identifies
heritage conservation as a matter of provincial interest and directs that municipalities
shall have regard to the conservation of features of significant architectural, historical,
archaeological or scientific interest. Heritage conservation contributes to other matters
of provincial interest, including the promotion of built form that is well-designed, and that
encourages a sense of place.

The Planning Act requires that all decisions affecting land use planning matters shall
conform to the Growth Plan and shall be consistent with the Provincial Policy
Statement, both of which position heritage as a key component in supporting key
provincial principles and interests.

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90p13

The Provincial Policy Statement provides policy direction on land use planning in
Ontario and is to be used by municipalities in the development of their official plans and
to guide and inform decisions on planning matters, which shall be consistent with the
Provincial Policy Statement. The Provincial Policy Statement articulates how and why
heritage conservation is a component of good planning, explicitly requiring the
conservation of cultural heritage and archaeological resources, alongside the pursuit of
other provincial interests. The Provincial Policy Statement does so by linking heritage
conservation to key policy directives, including building strong healthy communities, the
wise use and management of resources, and protecting health and safety.

Section 1.1 Managing and Directing Land Use to Achieve Efficient and Resilient
Development states that long-term economic prosperity is supported by, among other
considerations, the promotion of well-designed built form and cultural planning, and the
conservation of features that help define character. Section 2.6 Cultural Heritage and
Archaeology subsequently directs that "significant built heritage resources and
significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved". Through the definition of
conserved, built heritage resources, cultural heritage landscape and protected heritage
property, the Provincial Policy Statement identifies the Ontario Heritage Act as the
primary legislation through which heritage conservation will be implemented.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/provincial-policy-statement-2020
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A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2020) builds on the
Provincial Policy Statement to establish a land use planning framework that supports
complete communities, a thriving economy, a clean and healthy environment and social
equity. Section 1.2.1 Guiding Principles states that policies in the plan seek to, among
other principles, "conserve and promote cultural heritage resources to support the
social, economic, and cultural well-being of all communities, including First Nations and
Metis communities". Cultural heritage resources are understood as being irreplaceable,
and are significant features that provide people with a sense of place. Section 4.2.7
Cultural Heritage Resources directs that cultural heritage resources will be conserved in
order to foster a sense of place and benefit communities, particularly in strategic growth
areas.
https://www.ontario.ca/document/place-grow-growth-plan-greater-golden-horseshoe

The Ontario Heritage Act is the key provincial legislation for the conservation of cultural
heritage resources in Ontario. It regulates, among other things, how municipal councils
can identify and protect heritage resources, including archaeology, within municipal
boundaries. This is largely achieved through listing on the City's Heritage Register,
designation of individual properties under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, or
designation of districts under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Section 27 of the Ontario Heritage Act gives municipalities the authority to maintain and
add to a publicly accessible heritage register. The City of Toronto's Heritage Register
includes individual heritage properties that have been designated under Part IV, Section
29, properties in a heritage conservation district designated under Part V, Section 41 of
the Act as well as properties that have not been designated but City Council believes to
be of "cultural heritage value or interest."

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90018

Ontario Regulation 9/06 sets out the criteria for evaluating properties to be designated
under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act. The criteria are based on an
evaluation of design/physical value, historical and associative value and contextual
value. A property may be designated under section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more
of the provincial criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or
interest.

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/060009

The Ontario Heritage Toolkit provides guidance on designating properties of municipal
significance, including direction on the purpose of designating heritage properties and
information about how the Provincial Policy Statement and the Ontario Heritage Act
provide a framework for the conservation of heritage properties within the land use
planning system. In June 2019, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 (Bill 108)
received Royal Assent. Schedule 11 of this Act included amendments to the Ontario
Heritage Act (OHA). The Bill 108 Amendments to the OHA came into force on July 1,
2021, which included, amongst other matters, amendments to the listing and
designation processes. Guidance from the Province related to the implementation of Bill
108 Amendments is forthcoming.

Ontario Heritage Tool Kit (gov.on.ca)
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The City of Toronto’s Official Plan contains a number of policies related to properties on
the City’s Heritage Register and properties adjacent to them, as well as the protection of
areas of archaeological potential. Indicating the integral role that heritage conservation
plays in successful city-building, Section 3.1.5 of the Official Plan states that, “Cultural
heritage is an important component of sustainable development and place making. The
preservation of our cultural heritage is essential to the character of this urban and
liveable City that can contribute to other social, cultural, economic and environmental
goals of the City.”

Policy 3.1.5.4 states that heritage resources on the City's Heritage Register "will be
conserved and maintained consistent with the Standards and Guidelines for the
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, as revised from time to time and adopted by
Council."

Policy 3.1.5.6 encourages the adaptive re-use of heritage properties while Policy
3.1.5.26 states that, when new construction on, or adjacent to, a property on the
Heritage Register does occur, it will be designed to conserve the cultural heritage
values, attributes and character of that property and will mitigate visual and physical
impacts on it.
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-
guidelines/official-plan/
https://www.historicplaces.ca/media/18072/81468-parks-s+g-eng-web2.pdf

COMMENTS

In November 2021, the City received an application for a Zoning By-law Amendment to
facilitate the redevelopment of the site at 778-788 King Street West for an 18-storey
mixed-use building with a non-residential gross floor area of 714 square metres, and a
residential gross floor area of 24,126 square metres. The proposal includes 373
residential units. The building at 778 King Street West is proposed to be demolished as
well as the adjacent existing buildings located at 780, 782, 786, and 788 King Street
West.

Dating to 1947, this former industrial headquarters and factory reflects a period of
substantial redevelopment along King Street West, east of Niagara Street. For over 70
years, the former York Mending Wool Company building, later Uniforms Registered and
the notable Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation gallery, has been physically, functionally,
and historically linked to its surroundings, initially as a contributor to King Street West
for textile-related manufacturing during the first half of the twentieth century, as well as
to the area's later period of adaptive reuse and cultural regeneration.

The regeneration of the formerly industrial streetscape of King Street, particularly closer
to Spadina Avenue and in the neighbouring King-Spadina area, accelerated in the
1980s and 1990s, introducing new cultural and commercial uses to existing buildings.
The subject property is located two blocks west of the proposed King-Spadina Heritage
Conservation District, which is currently under appeal.

778 King Street West - Notice of Intention to Designate Page 5 of 31


https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/official-plan/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/official-plan/
https://www.historicplaces.ca/media/18072/81468-parks-s+g-eng-web2.pdf

778 King Street West
Research and Evaluation according to Ontario Regulation 9/06

While the research and evaluation of the property referenced above is, in staff's
determination, sufficient to support the designation of the property at 778 King Street
West, it should be noted that the City of Toronto Archives remained closed during the
preparation of this report due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and that new and
additional relevant information on the subject property further expanding on its heritage
value may be forthcoming following public access to these archival records and may
provide further information to be incorporated in the final version of a Part IV
designation by-law.

Figure 1: 778 King Street West (Heritage Plénning, 022.)
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1. DESCRIPTION

778 King Street West

ADDRESS 778 King Street West

WARD Spadina - Fort York - Ward 10

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 778: PLAN 126 LOTS 2 TO 4 PT LOT 5

NEIGHBOURHOOD/COMMUNITY Niagara

HISTORICAL NAME N/A

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1947

ORIGINAL OWNER Harold A. Kidd

ORIGINAL USE industrial building for York Mending Wool
Co.

CURRENT USE* real estate office for Brad J. Lamb Realty
Inc.

ARCHITECT/BUILDER/DESIGNER Leo Hunt Stanford Architect

DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION/MATERIALS | brick, stone detailing

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE vernacular/Streamlined Moderne

ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS 1987-1988: alterations for conversion from

storage warehouse to artist's studio and
gallery (Lett/Smith Architect)

2013: exterior alterations to the south
elevation, and interior alterations to existing
ground floor for conversion to office space

CRITERIA design/physical, historical/associative,
contextual

HERITAGE STATUS NOL

RECORDER Heritage Planning: Tatum Taylor

REPORT DATE March 2022

2. BACKGROUND

This research and evaluation section of the report describes the history, architecture
and context of the subject property at 778 King Street West and applies evaluation
criteria as set out in Ontario Regulation 9/06, under the headings of
historical/associative, design/physical, and contextual value, to determine whether it
merits designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act. A property
may be designated under Section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more of the provincial
criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or interest. The application
of the criteria is found in Section 3 (Evaluation Checklist). The conclusions of the
research and evaluation are found in the Conclusion of the report. Maps and
Photographs are located in Attachment 1. The archival and contemporary sources for
the research are found in Attachment 2. The Statement of Significance is contained in
Attachment 3.
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i. HISTORICAL TIMELINE

Key Date Historical Event

The area now known as the City of Toronto is the traditional
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit,
the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the
Wendat peoples, and is now home to many diverse First Nations,
Inuit and Métis peoples. Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 signed
with the Mississaugas of the Credit (1805), and the Williams
Treaties (1923) signed with multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa

bands.

1793 John Graves Simcoe, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada,
established the Town of York as Upper Canada's capital.

1834 The City of Toronto was incorporated, by which time its western
boundary had been extended to Bathurst Street.

1889 The Goad's Atlas shows that the location of the subject property
had been developed with wood-frame housing by 1889.

1939 An aerial photograph shows that the portion of the lot where the
subject property is situated had been cleared by 1939.

1947 Construction took place on the property at 778 King Street West,
designed by Leo Hunt Stanford Architect.

1948 The property at 778 King Street West first appeared in the 1948

municipal directory, occupied by York Mending Wool Co; it
remained through the 1958 municipal directory.

1959 The 1959 municipal directory identified Uniforms Registered at
this location; it remained until the 1980s.

1988 The Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation gallery opened in the
renovated property at 778 King Street West. The gallery closed in
2012.

2013 The property at 778 King Street West underwent alterations
related to new use as an office building by Brad J. Lamb Realty
Inc.

2021 A Zoning By-law Amendment application was submitted to the
City to facilitate the development of an 18-storey mixed-use
building at 778-788 King Street West.

ii. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The following section outlines the history and facts related to the property that are the
basis for determining "Historical and Associative Value" according to O. Reg. 9/06
Criteria.

In 1834, the Act of Incorporation for the City of Toronto extended the boundaries of the
Town of York to Bathurst Street in the west. Following a survey in 1837, the former
Military Reserve lands, referred to as the "New Town Extension," were laid out with a
street grid organized around four open squares: West Market Square, McDonnell
Square, Victoria Memorial Square, and Clarence Square. The site of the subject
property was located on Lot 29 of a plan surveyed by William Hawkins in 1837. As
industries expanded in the City, spurred by the establishment of transcontinental
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railways, the subdivided lands in this area were developed, largely to accommodate
housing for a growing population.

By 1889, this portion of King Street West and the majority of the block to the north was
occupied by housing, primarily semi-detached residences. The western portion of the
block along Niagara Street included a school, a lumberyard, and a factory, and
continued to be built out with larger-footprint industrial buildings over the turn of the
twentieth century. By 1913, brick industrial buildings had been constructed at 784-786
King Street West, just west of the subject property, and across the street at 785-793
King Street West. Several of the earlier wood residences on the north side of King
Street West had been removed by the time of the 1924 Goad's Atlas. A 1939 aerial
photograph appears to show that all of the original housing here had been demolished
prior to World War 11, including at the subject property; most of these lots remained
vacant at the time of the photograph. In stark contrast, a 1954 aerial photograph shows
the entire north side of this portion of King Street West had been redeveloped with
industrial and commercial buildings, reflecting a degree of economic recovery after the
war's end in 1945.

Land registry records document Harold A. Kidd's association with Plan 126 Lots 2, 3, 4
— location of the subject property — as early as 1945. Kidd purchased the property on
behalf of the York Mending Wool Company, a manufacturer of woolen yarn. The
company announced its intention to expand through a new building in the Globe and
Mail in 1946. By 1948 it was listed in the municipal directory at 778 King Street West,
where it remained through 1958.

For the building's design, the York Mending Wool Company engaged architect Leo Hunt
Stanford, son and business partner of Joseph Hunt Stanford. The elder Stanford was
trained in England and established his own firm in Toronto in 1904; he specialized in
private houses and walk-up apartment buildings. Leo Hunt Stanford joined him in
partnership in 1922. Upon his death in 1970, the younger Stanford's obituary in the
Toronto Daily Star identified him as the senior partner of Stanford and Wilson, and
named his firm's key designs as the Canadian National Institute for the Blind
headquarters on Bayview Avenue, and the Crippled Children's Centre on Rumsey
Road.

The building at 778 King Street West next served as a factory for Uniforms Registered,
a company which manufactured uniforms for nurses and other professionals, and sold
them through retail outlets such as Eaton's. Uniforms Registered remained at this
location until the 1980s, during which period it was carrying a collection by the noted
Canadian fashion designer Hugh Garber.

In 1987, artist and curator Ydessa Hendeles purchased the building to house a non-
profit private art gallery, the Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation. The daughter of Jacob
and Dorothy Hendeles, Holocaust survivors who had immigrated to Canada from
Poland, Hendeles was the heiress to a fortune amassed by her father's real estate
business. She achieved success in her own right first as curator of the commercial
Ydessa Gallery on Queen Street West, which opened in 1980 and, according to The
Globe and Mail, "rapidly became Toronto's key new gallery of advanced contemporary
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art."! She closed this first gallery to establish the Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation,
which would be "Canada's first privately-financed showcase of contemporary
international art."? Exhibiting artwork that Hendeles collected from Europe and North
America, the gallery would be open to the public at no charge.

Hendeles hired Peter Smith of Lett/Smith Architect to lead the renovation at 778 King
Street West. Smith had previously undertaken the renovation of a 1926 powerhouse
to become The Power Plant at the Harbourfront Arts Centre, as well as Harbourfront's
du Maurier Theatre Centre. The adaptive reuse scheme at 778 King Street West
included the creation of ten separate gallery rooms, envisioned as minimalist spaces
that took advantage of the existing industrial architecture. As Hendeles explained to
Christopher Hume of the Toronto Star, "I wanted rooms without the intrusions of
mechanical equipment and ductwork...The idea was to make spaces really simple, to
get back to floor, walls and ceiling. | also wanted to leave things the way they were as
much as possible."® Occupying the building from 1988 until 2012, the Ydessa Hendeles
Art Foundation was a ground-breaking gallery that played a significant role in forging
connections between Toronto and the international contemporary art scene.*®

In 2013, the property was sold and underwent renovations, including removal of the
Uniforms Registered signage, removal of the metal door and metal awning over the
entry, lowering of the window openings at the ground storey, removal of the glass
blocks and window glazing on the primary fagade, and their replacement with single-
pane windows. The building has since served as a realty office for Brad J. Lamb Realty
Inc.

iii. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The following section provides an architectural description and analysis related to the
property which will establish the basis for determining 'Design and Physical Value'
according to O. Reg. 9/06 Criteria.

The property at 778 King Street West, constructed in 1946-1947, represents a mid-
twentieth-century industrial headquarters. It demonstrates elements of the Streamlined
Moderne style, a later variant of Art Deco architecture, which had first grown popular in
Toronto during the 1920s and 1930s. After the Great Depression, the more extravagant
Art Deco approach gave way to Moderne buildings with fewer storeys, a compositional
emphasis on horizontality instead of on bold heights, and more accessible materials
such as brick instead of stone. While 778 King Street West does not include the banded

1 John Bentley Mays, "Great Canadian Talent-Drain Tale, with twist," The Globe and Mail, 3 Oct. 1987, P.
C17.

2 John Bentley Mays, "Showcase for contemporary international art," The Globe and Mail, 25 Nov. 1988,
P. D8.

3 Christopher Hume, "Ydessa's idea puts T.0. on top of art world," Toronto Star, 25 Nov. 1988, P. D3.

4 See for example: http://ccca.concordia.ca/c/writing/f/feinstein/fei001t.html

5 Additional records related to the building's adaptive reuse as the Ydessa Hendeles Foundation art
gallery are held at the City of Toronto Archives (Fonds 520, Series 2332, File 235) and the Archives of
Ontario (Series F 446-180), but could not be accessed at the time of this report due to restrictions related
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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windows and curved corners that are typical of Streamlined Moderne buildings, the
property clearly reflects the influence of the late Art Deco period in its composition,
material palette, and detailing.

A two-storey form with a flat roof, the building is faced in red-orange brick with stone
trim. The west end of the primary (south) fagade consists of an entry bay, clad in stone
on the ground floor, with tiered brick pilasters and stone coping at the upper storey. The
recessed door is a glazed replacement of the former metal entrance. To the east, the
facade is organized into four bays with stone belt courses emphasizing horizontality,
small stone geometric motifs below the roofline, and stone coping. While the primary
elevation's glazing was altered in 2013, the building retains the original horizontal
rhythm of fenestration. A vertical glazed panel is situated above the entry, formerly
including glass block, and each additional bay features a wide opening at the lower and
upper storey, originally each with a twelve-light window and now with single-paned
glazing.

The building's east elevation, which is visible from the public realm due to the presence
of a side alley, remains intact and retains its large panels of glass block at the upper
storey.

Previous alterations, designed by architect Peter Smith, took place in 1987 to convert
the building from a factory to an art gallery, and were primarily confined to the interior.
The extent to which these alterations have been retained through the building's
subsequent use as a real estate office is unconfirmed, but the large skylight added by
Smith, running horizontally across the building's centre, remains present.

iv. CONTEXT

The following section provides contextual information and analysis related to the
property which is the basis for determining 'Contextual Value' according to O. Reg. 9/06
Criteria.

The property at 778 King Street West is located on the north side of King Street West
between Niagara and Tecumseth streets. Dating to 1947, this former industrial
headquarters and factory reflects a period of substantial redevelopment along King
Street West, east of Niagara Street. Between the turn of the twentieth century and the
1950s, with a general pause during World War Il (1939-1945), much of the early
housing in this area was gradually demolished and replaced with larger-footprint
industrial and commercial buildings.

From 1945 to 1948, the textile industries in Canada increased their production. As of a
1949 national report on the woollen textile industry, the subject property was one of
three manufacturers of woolen yarn products on King Street West in the two blocks
between Niagara and Bathurst streets. Directories show that the properties immediately
west of 778 King Street West included a die maker (780 King Street West), a cloth
finishing company (786 King Street West), and upholstering and wool sorting
companies (788 King Street West) in the 1950s.
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The regeneration of the formerly industrial streetscape of King Street, particularly closer
to Spadina Avenue, began in the 1960s and accelerated in the 1980s and 1990s,
introducing new cultural and commercial uses to existing buildings. The Ydessa
Hendeles Art Foundation at the subject property reflected this pattern of adaptive reuse.

Since that time, the block that includes 778 King Street West has evolved, particularly
with the 2013 construction of Minto 775 King Street West, a large condominium
designed by Hariri Pontarini Architects and located directly across the street. The
subject property remains an important reflection of the area's history, defined by
industrial development and adaptive reuse.

3. EVALUATION AND APPLICATION OF O.REG 9/06 CRITERIA

The following evaluations apply Ontario Regulation 9/06 made under the Ontario
Heritage Act: Criteria for Determining Cultural Heritage Value or Interest. The criteria
are prescribed for municipal designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act, and the City of Toronto also uses these criteria when assessing properties
for inclusion on the City of Toronto's Heritage Register. There are three categories for a
total of nine criteria under O. Reg 9/06. A property may be designated under Section 29
of the Act if it meets one or more of the provincial criteria for determining whether it is of
cultural heritage value or interest.

The evaluation table is marked “N/A” if the criterion is “not applicable” to the property or
"v/"if it is applicable to the property, with explanatory text below.

DESIGN OR PHYSICAL VALUE

Design or Physical Value

i. rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, v
material or construction method

ii. displays high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit N/A
iii. demonstrates high degree of scientific or technical achievement N/A

Rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, material or
construction method

The property at 778 King Street West is a representative example of a mid-twentieth-
century industrial headquarters, demonstrating the influence of the Streamlined
Moderne style in its material palette, detailing, and horizontal emphasis.

The building retains its red-orange brick exterior, tiered brick pilasters above a stone-
clad entry, stone detailing such as belt courses and geometric motifs, and horizontal
rhythm of fenestration on the primary (south) elevation, despite the lowering of the
ground-floor window openings, as well as intact architectural details on the east
elevation such as the glass block panels.
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HISTORICAL OR ASSOCIATIVE VALUE

Historical or Associative Value

i. direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization | v/
or institution that is significant to a community

ii. yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an N/A
understanding of a community or culture
iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, N/A

designer or theorist who is significant to a community

Direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization or
institution that is significant to a community

Constructed for the York Mending Wool Company in 1947, the subject property has
direct associations with the redevelopment of King Street West for manufacturing. The
property was one of a number of buildings in the immediate vicinity on King Street West
that represented textile-related industries.

The property also reflects the later period of cultural regeneration along King Street
West, and has associative value as the location of the Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation
Gallery from 1988 to 2012. After artist and curator Ydessa Hendeles hired architect
Peter Smith to renovate the building, she operated a celebrated non-profit centre for
exhibiting international contemporary art in Canada.

Peter Smith of Lett/Smith Architect led the property's successful adaptive reuse and
renovation at 778 King Street West. Smith had previously undertaken the renovation of
a 1926 powerhouse to become The Power Plant at the Harbourfront Arts Centre, as
well as Harbourfront's du Maurier Theatre Centre.

CONTEXTUAL VALUE

Contextual Value
i. important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area | N/A
ii. physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings | v

iii. landmark N/A

For over 70 years, the former York Mending Wool Company building, later Uniforms
Registered and the notable Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation gallery, has been
physically, functionally, and historically linked to its surroundings, initially as a
contributor to King Street West for manufacturing during the first half of the twentieth
century, as well as to the area's later period of adaptive reuse and cultural regeneration.

CONCLUSION

Heritage Planning staff have determined that the property at 778 King Street West
meets the Ontario Regulation 9/06 criteria, prescribed for municipal designation under
Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, for its heritage value. As such, the
property is a significant built heritage resource, and staff recommend that City Council
state its intention to designate the individual property at 778 King Street West under
Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.
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The building located on the property at 778 King Street West holds heritage value as a

representative example of a mid-twentieth-century industrial headquarters,

demonstrating the influence of the Streamlined Moderne style. The property reflects the
redevelopment of King Street West for manufacturing during the first half of the
twentieth century, as well as the area's later period of adaptive reuse and cultural
regeneration. The Statement of Significance (Attachment 3) for 778 King Street West
comprises the Reasons for Designation, which is the Public Notice of Intention to

Designate.

CONTACT

Mary L. MacDonald, MA, CAHP

Senior Manager, Heritage Planning
Urban Design, City Planning

Tel: 416-338-1079 Fax: 416-392-1973
E-mail: Mary.MacDonald@toronto.ca

SIGNATURE

Gregg Lintern, MCIP, RPP
Chief Planner and Executive Director
City Planning

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 — Maps and Photographs

Attachment 2 — List of Research Sources

Attachment 3 — Statement of Significance (Reasons for Designation): 778 King Street

West
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778 KING STREET WEST ATTACHMENT 1
MAPS AND PHOTOGRAPHS
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Figure 2: Location of 778 King Street West indicated by the arrow. Note: This location
map is for information purposes only; the exact boundaries of the property are not
shown. North is located at the top of the map. (City of Toronto mapping.)

ation of 778 King Street West

Figure 3: William Hawkins surv pIn, 187; futurelc
indicated by the arrow.
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Figure 4: 1889 Goad's Atlas of

West indicated by the arrow.
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Figure 5: 1903 Goad's At

las of the City of Tbllont(;‘; future location of'778 Kiné Street u
West indicated by the arrow.
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Figure 6: 1913 Go ty of"'.I'ronto;
West indicated by the arrow.
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Figure 7: 1924 Goad's Atlas of the City of T
West indicated by the arrow.
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Figure 8: 1939 aerial photograph; future location of 778 King Street West indicated by
the arrow.
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Figure 9: 1954
arrow.

aerial photograph; location of 778 King Street West indicated by the
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Figure 10: 1965 aerial photograph; location of 778 King Street West indicated by the
arrow.
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Figure 11: 1978 aerial photograph; location of 778 King Street W
arrow.

est indicated by the
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Figure 12: 2005 aeria
arrow.

' L wa N 1 = RTINS ¢
ocation of 778 King Street West indicated by the

&m <zl

T

Figure 13: 2015 aerial photograph; location of 778 King Street West indicated by the
arrow.
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zlrgure 14: 2020 aerial photograph; location of 778 King Street West indicatdy the
row.

TELEPHONE WAVERLEY 4327 W. PHILLIPS

YORK MENDING WOOL CO.

HAND KNITTING and NOVELTY YARNS
e

93 SPADINA A‘.’ENUE, f -
ORONTO, CANADA

uay‘oh 2ath/, 1947

/

Manufacturcrs of MENDING WOOLS -

=tment ofBUildi
ABEN" ° -
forcnto, Ont.
Dear 3irs:- Astn, Mr. Coopers® Office

Enclosed please find Bloek Flan of Property

and building under escnstruction at King end Tecumseth Sts.

foronto, as requested.

Yours truly,
YORK MENDING WOOL CO.

e () Pkl

acwme

s

Figure 15: Letter from York Mending Wool Co. re: Block Plan, March 1947.
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Figure 16: Detail from building plans for 778 King Street West by Leo Hunt Stanford
Architect, dating to March 1946.

Figure 17: Primary Ieatin (uth, me | Street est) of the subject property,
1946.

SOUTH ELEVATION

Figure 18: Primary elevation (séuth, facing Kir@ Street West),?988.
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Figure 19: Primary elevation of the subject property, August 2011 (Google Street View).
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f the subject property, May 2013 (Google Street View).
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Figure 21: Westward viewdo King SteeWt-;~77 i Street West visible at

centre-right (Heritage Planning, 2022).
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Figure 22: Northeastward view of 778 King Street est (eritage Planning, 2022).
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Figure 24: East eIevatixof 778 King StreeWst, viewe from the public realm
(Heritage Planning, 2022).
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(UR;) Uniforms Registered

778 King Street West, Toronto, Ontario M5V INé
Canada (416) 364-0125
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Figure 26: Catalogue of uniform collection designed by Hugh Garber for Uniforms
Registered in 1983. http://www.clothingcanadafashion.com/canadian-designers-hugh-
garber/
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Figure 27: Christopher Hume, "Ydessa's idea puts T.O. on top of art world," The

Toronto Star, 25 Nov. 1988, P. D3.
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778 KING STREET WEST ATTACHMENT 2
RESEARCH SOURCES

Archival Sources

Aerial photographs, City of Toronto mapping, 1939, 1954, 1965, 1978, 2005, 2015,
2020.

City of Toronto Building Records, Building Permits for 778 King Street West.
Goad's Atlas of the City of Toronto, 1880, 1889, 1903, 1913, 1924.

Might's Greater Toronto City Directories, 1905-1969.

Toronto Military Reserve, Resurvey by Wm Hawkins Dy. Surveyor, 1837.
http://oldtorontomaps.blogspot.com/2013/10/1837-hawkins-toronto-military-
reserve.html

Secondary Sources

Hill, Robert G. "Stanford, Joseph Hunt." Biographical Dictionary of Architects in
Canada. http://dictionaryofarchitectsincanada.org/node/1323

Hume, Christopher. "Ydessa's idea puts T.O. on top of art world." The Toronto Star.
25 Nov. 1988. P. D3.

Mays, John Bentley. "Great Canadian Talent-Drain Tale, with twist." The Globe and
Mail. 3 Oct. 1987. P. C17.

Mays, John Bentley. "Showcase for contemporary international art." The Globe and
Mail. 25 Nov. 1988. P. D8.

Morawetz, Tim. Art Deco Architecture in Toronto. Glue Inc., 2009.

"Peter Smith, 1936 - 2021." Lett Architects Inc. https://www.lett.ca/peter-smith-1936-
2021/

"The Women's and Children's Factory Clothing Industries, 1958." Dominion Bureau
of Statistics: Industry and Merchandising Division.
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2018/statcan/34-217/CS34-217-
1958-eng.pdf
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778 KING STREET WEST ATTACHMENT 3
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
(REASONS FOR DESIGNATION)

The property at 778 King Street West is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29
of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets Ontario Regulation
9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation, under the categories of
design/physical value, historical/associative value, and contextual value.

Description

Designed by Leo Hunt Stanford, the property at 778 King Street West was constructed
in 1947 as the headquarters of the York Mending Wool Company. It was subsequently
the location of Uniforms Registered and the notable Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation
gallery, and is currently a real estate office. The property is located on the north side of
King Street West, just west of Tecumseth Street. A two-storey form with a flat roof, the
building is faced in red-orange brick with stone trim.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value

The property at 778 King Street West is a representative example of a mid-twentieth-
century industrial headquarters, demonstrating the influence of the Streamlined
Moderne style in its material palette, detailing, and horizontal emphasis. The building
retains its red-orange brick exterior, tiered brick pilasters above a stone-clad entry,
stone detailing such as belt courses and geometric motifs, and horizontal rhythm of
fenestration on the primary (south) elevation, despite the lowering of the ground-floor
window openings, as well as intact architectural details on the east elevation such as
glass block panels.

Constructed for the York Mending Wool Company in 1947, the subject property has
direct associations with the redevelopment of King Street West for manufacturing during
the first half of the twentieth century. The property was one of a number of industrial
buildings in the immediate vicinity on King Street West that represented textile-related
industries. The property also reflects the later period of cultural regeneration along King
Street West, and has associative value as the location of the Ydessa Hendeles Art
Foundation Gallery from 1988 to 2012. After artist and curator Ydessa Hendeles hired
architect Peter Smith to renovate the building, she operated a celebrated non-profit
centre for exhibiting international contemporary art in Canada. A large extant skylight,
running horizontally across the building's centre, was added by Smith in 1988 as part of
the property's successful adaptive reuse.

For over 70 years, the former York Mending Wool Company building, later Uniforms
Registered and the notable Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation gallery, has been
physically, functionally, and historically linked to its surrounding context, initially as a
contributor to King Street West for manufacturing during the first half of the twentieth
century, as well as to the area's later period of adaptive reuse and cultural regeneration.
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Heritage Attributes
Design and Physical Value

The following heritage attributes contribute to the cultural heritage value of the property
at 778 King Street West as a mid-twentieth-century industrial headquarters,
demonstrating the influence of the Streamline Moderne style:

e The scale, form, and massing of the two-storey, flat-roofed building

e The property's material palette of red-orange brick with stone details

e The primary (south) elevation's compositional organization, with an entry bay to the
west and four bays to the east

e The horizontal rhythm of fenestration on the primary elevation, with a glazed panel
above the entry, and wide openings at the lower and upper storey of each additional
bay

e On the primary elevation, stone cladding at the ground floor of the entry bay; tiered
brick pilasters with stone coping at the upper storey

e On the primary elevation, stone belt courses, coping, and geometric motif detailing
at the four window bays

e On the east elevation, which is visible from the public realm, the intact composition
and details including large glass block panels at the upper storey

e The large skylight running horizontally across the building's centre, dating to its
adaptive reuse as an art gallery

Historic and Associative Value

The following heritage attributes contribute to the cultural heritage value of the property
at 778 King Street West, in relation to its associations with the history of manufacturing
on King Street West, and with adaptive reuse for the Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation:

e The building's siting and orientation on the north side of King Street West, between
Niagara and Tecumseth streets

e The large skylight running horizontally across the building's centre, dating to its
adaptive reuse as an art gallery

Contextual Value

The following heritage attributes contribute to the cultural heritage value of the property
at 778 King Street West as a contributor to King Street West for manufacturing during
the first half of the twentieth century, as well as to the area's later period of adaptive
reuse and cultural regeneration:

e The building's siting and orientation on the north side of King Street West, between
Niagara and Tecumseth streets

e The scale, form, and massing of the two-storey, flat-roofed building

e The property's material palette of red-orange brick with stone details
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