
 
 

   
       

   
    

    
 

         
 

 
                

 
        

 
          

           
            

             
          

              
       

 
          

       
              
          

            
  

 
              

            
          

             
           

          
           

         
            

          
 

            
            

              
            

   
 

               
           

          
            

             
             

         
 

             
              

              

November 24 , 2022 
Mayor Tory and Members o f C i t y Counc i l 
Toron to C i ty Ha l l 
100 Queen St ree t West 
Toron to ON M5H 2N2 

At tn : Sy lw ia Przezdz i eck i , C i t y Counc i l Secre ta ry 
<counc i lmeet ing@toronto .ca> 

Re: CC 1 .2 Update on B i l l 23 – More Homes Bu i l t Fas te r Ac t (Ward A l l ) 

Dear Mayor Tory and Members o f C i t y Counc i l , 

Mount Denn is Communi t y Assoc ia t ion (MDCA) i s a long s tand ing vo lun ta ry 
organ iza t ion represent ing c iv i cs i ssues of peop le who l i ve , work , p lay , do 
bus iness , go to schoo l , rece ive serv ice of loca l ins t i tu t ions , in the Mount 
Denn is ne ighbourhood. We are loca ted in Ward 5 , York South Wes ton . The 
ne ighbourhood i s approx imate ly ha l f way between Un ion S ta t ion and Pearson 
Ai rpor t , and when the Cross town is fu l l y ex tended , i t w i l l be ha l f way be tween 
Renfor th Gateway and Mount P leasant on Eg l in ton . 

We suppor t the need f o r sus ta inab le u rban deve lopment , and f ee l tha t th i s  
proposed leg is la t ion con ta ins many de ta i l s tha t emphas ize  economic p ro f i t -
tak ing ahead o f p r inc ip les tha t ensure we bu i ld in a way to c rea te equ i tab le 
access to oppor tun i t i es ; deve lop hea l thy bu i l t and na tu ra l env i ronments ;  and 
sh i f t to c i rcu la r g r een economic g rowth as we immedia te ly respond to the 
c l imate emergency . 

Trans i t i s the backbone o f u rban g rowth . As a communi ty vo i ce fo r peop les 
l i v ing in a T rans i t Or ien ted Communi ty , we fee l the Ontar io Trans i t Agency 
Met ro l inx has d isen f ranch ised communi ty s takeho lders in i t s dec is ion -mak ing . 
MDCA ca l l s upon C i ty Counc i l and Mayor t o  immed ia te ly fo l low-up to ins is t tha t 
an u rgent course cor rec t ion on p lann ing fo r the Eg l in ton Cross town West 
Extens ion . MDCA, th r ough i t s sus ta inab i l i t y par tnersh ip devel opment a rm o f the 
Mount Denn is ecoNe ighbourhood In i t i a t i ve, has been ac t i ve ly t r y ing to bu i ld a 
co l labora t i ve fo rum wi th loca l u rban indigenous peop les , communi ty connec to r 
representa t i ve , Met r o l inx and the C i t y t o cons ider ECWE p lans tha t a re be ing 
rushed in to f ina l tender ing by December of th i s year . 

The ECWE p lans have ser ious negat i ve impac ts to our loca l env i ronment . They 
enta i l c lear cu t t ing a swath o f fo res ted we t land tha t has been es tab l i shed 
a long the sou th ends o f Fergy Brown and Emmet t Park s ince the days when 
Eg l in ton Avenue was f i r s t ex tended over the Humber R iver and ac ross Eg l in ton 
F la ts . 

A range o f re la ted concerns have been rai sed a t the end o f Ci t y Counc i l ’ s las t 
te rm, w i th a mot ion by Counc i l l o r Nunz iata d i rec t ing the C i t y ’s T rans i t 
Serv ices Expans ion Of f i ce to negot ia te f or an underg round a l te rna t i ve and 
repor t back on necessary ad jus tments to the new Counc i l . The mot ion rece ived 
approva l a t two counc i l meet ings . I t was s t rong ly endorsed by Mayor Tory , who 
equated th is s i tua t i on w i th tha t o f Osgoode Park , fo r wh ich he was advoca t ing 
fo r recons idera t ion by Met ro l inx o f i t s des ign approach . 

Met ro l inx , i n bo th cases have ignored the h is to r i c her i tage of the s i tes . F i rs t 
peop les met w i th John Graves S imcoe a long the eas te rn shore of what i s now 
known as Humber R iver , i n the immed ia te area o f what i s now p lanned by 



          
             

             
           

             
             

 
             

             
 

 
                

             
            

            
             

 
 

 
 

  
     

       
 

  
      

       
 

  
     

         
 
 
 
 

Met ro l inx as an expressway-s ty le b r idge . Th is ta l l concre te s t ruc tu re w i l l 
impose i t se l f on the charac te r o f the park land and re in fo rce the f i r s t “ ze ro 
l i ne ” S imcoe surveyed to d iv ide land for se t t lement nor th of what was to 
become For t York . Our unders tand ing f rom speak ing w i th our l oca l u rban 
i nd igenous peop les i s tha t the h is to r i c i n ten t o f the i r peopl es was to we lcome 
and share the common land as resource for a l l l i f e . 

We have jus t been adv ised by Met ro l inx i t i n tends to immed iate l y d i rec t the 
e l ig ib le b idder i t now has se lec ted t o proceed to f inanc ing fo r the E leva ted 
Br idge . 

I t i s t ime-c r i t i ca l fo r the Mayor and C i t y Counc i l to ac t NOW in suppor t o f our 
l oca l communi ty in t o ensure ECWE is bu i l t i n the most sus tai nab le way 
poss ib le , and to ensure tha t the leas t poss ib le env i ronmental damage to our 
parks i s a l lowed to take p lace . Otherw ise, the cur ren t au thor i t y o f Met ro l inx 
i s to be used to p re-empt any ac t ion by Counc i l and the Mayor . 

Respec t fu l l y 

MIKE MATTOS 
Pres iden t Mount Denni s Communi ty Assoc iat i on 
and Co-Lead Mount Denn is ecoNe ighbourhood In i t i a t i ve 

JUDITH HAYES 
Vice Pres iden t Mount Denn is Communi ty Assoc ia t ion 
and Co-Lead Mount Denn is ecoNe ighbourhood In i t i a t i ve 

RICK CICCARELLI 
MDCA Execut i ve Board Assoc ia te 
and Lead D i rec to r (vo lun teer ) Mount Denni s ecoNe ighbourhood In i t i a t i ve 


