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m:B: 

Patti LuPone, Scott Joplin's 'Treen1onisha' and a 
new Canadian opera highlight TO Live 
prograin1ning 
Fifteen shows will be presented across Toronto's three major civic theatres: St. Lawrence Centre fort he Arts, Meridian Arts Centre and Meridian 
Hall. 

Q By Joshua Chong Staff Reporter 
► Tue., Nov.15, 2022 02 min. read 

(BREAD THE CONVERSATION 

••• ••• ••• Media Pick up 

Toronto Star Coverage 

Read full story 
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https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2022/11/15/patti-lupone-scott-joplins-treemonisha-and-a-new-canadian-opera-highlight-to-live-programming.html
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'da Kink in my Hair 

In-market Creative, media coverage and content 
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ARTS & CULTURE • EVERYDAY HEROES 

Top Image: Weyni Mengesha 2021 © Mikka Gia 

By Vanessa Grant 

Weyni Mengesha tells the stories we don't often hear. As one of the first Black artistic directors of a major theatre company 

who's directed hit plays like 'do Kink in my Hair and Kim's Convenience, she's spent her career shining the theatrical 

spotlight on stories by and about people of colour. 

"We live in a city where we celebrate our diversity, but people don't often get to speak openly about their lived experiences 

to one another,~ Mengesha shared. ~The theatre is a place where we get to hear each other's secrets in the dark. There's an 

intimacy to theatre that creates an ideal temporary community where we're all together, sharing stories.~ 

A first-generation Canadian, Mengesha is the daughter of Ethiopian immigrants who was born in Vancouver and grew up in 

Scarborough. She was inspired to become an artist when she had trouble reconciling two versions of her home country: the 

bleak Ethiopia she saw in the news and the rich culture she experienced first through family tales and later when she 

travelled there in person. 

"This discrepancy taught me the importance of multiple narratives. And that there's power in story,~ she explained. 

(Mi HERDES 

Enjoy Your 
Free Copy 

Get your free copy of Global 

Heroes.jam-packed with 

positive news, straight in your 

inbox. 

••• ••• ••• Editorial Content 

Global Heroes (Online and in 

print in the Globe and Mail, 

Toronto Star and National Post) 

Read full story 
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https://www.globalheroes.com/weyni-mengesha-sets-stage-diversity-toronto/


 

  

• 

TO Live Q Events Stories Venue Rentals Visitor lnfo Community Sign In Donate 

Photo credit: Irish Times 

Backstage With ... d'bi.young anitafrika 
One of the stars of 'da Kink in my Hair opens up about 
sharing this iconic play with audiences again, falling in 
love, and why Toronto has the best food in the world. 

Backstage with ... is TO Live's glimpse behind the scenes and inside the minds of the 
artists and creators of the shows cw-rent/yon stage. 

d'bi .young anitafrika is a Jamaican-Canadian multidisciplinary artist and educator 
with a long and celebrated career in dub poetry, theatre, and academia. The Canadian 
Poet of Honour is the author of12 plays, seven albums, and four poetry collections. 
Identifying as a Black, queer feminist, d'bi .young centres race, class, gender, 
sexuality, and the humxn experience in their work. 

• 
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Backstage With ... Ordena Stephens-Thompson 
One of the stars of 'da Kink in my Hair opens up about 
their relationship with hair, the salon and being an 
artist. 

Backstage with. .. is TO Live's glimpse behind the scenes and inside the minds of the 
artists and creators of the shows currently on stage. 

Ordena Stephens-Thompson is used to spending time in Toronto for work. The 
actress can often be found here lighting up theatre stages or filming appearances in 
hit TV shows like The Handmaid's Tale, The Umbrella Academy, and Designated 
Survivor. Now, the Dora nominee is in town for a very exciting reason- to reprise her 
role as Novelette in the acclaimed show, 'cla Kink in my Hair by Trey Anthony. 

••• ••• ••• Editorial Content 

Read full story Read full story 

TO Live Confidential 12 

https://qa.tolive.com/Story-Detail-Page/reference/Backstage-With-d%E2%80%99bi.young-anitafrika
https://qa.tolive.com/Story-Detail-Page/reference/BSW-Ordena-Stephens-Thompson


         

  

••• ••• ••• Video Interviews 

Embracing ‘da Kink with the cast from the hit show Salon stories featuring the stars of ‘da Kink in my Hair 

Watch full video Watch full video 
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https://youtu.be/w5_FULYVp0I
https://youtu.be/qnSMtmayJLU
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Republicans are in the 
ascendency despit e 

Biden's legislative 
record 

HOME ABOUT US COLUMNIST GALLERIES ADVERTISING SUBMIT NEWS 

NEWS CARIBBEAN CANADIAN COMMUNITY HEALTH ANO NUTRITION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS 

Home • Search results for da kink in my hair 

Pretty in Black and Kinky too 
B11 The Ganb«an camtra Inc. on ,:1,"ot'Dl'lba 12, 2022 C: Black Lit·a lfatta .Bu11m:u C.o:nada c.anadian Ccmmunitt, Edui:atfon 

Entutainment .Ul!Slc, SaJ.11 Ontano Toronto Wor7W! 

This December 6th the Soulpepper Theatre Company and TO Live open the 20th Anniversary 

production of Trey Anthony's 'da Kink in My Hair at the Bluma Appel Theatre. Set in a ,ibrant and 

bustling West Indian hair salon in Toronto's Caribbean community of Eglinton West, 'da Kink in 

My Hair untangles the triumphs and[ ... ] 

BUSINESS 

Q Search 

Diwali leading us from 
darkness to light 

CONTACT US 

WORLD 

TORONTO STAR 
Television Music Books Movies Stace Visual Arts Fun&Games Comics TVllstlngs 

mm: 
Revisiting 'da Kink': Playwright Trey Anthony on 
theatre, hair and Black self-love 
"The staying powerof"da Kink in My Hair' is rooted in authenticity. And truth," says Anthony. "Everyone wants to feel seen, heard, listened to, 
loved,accepted." 

By Ai,linc Murphy Staff Reporter 
Fri., Dec. 2, 2022 (!)4 min. read 

f 'I E2l in 6' 

0 JOINTHECONVERSATION 

••• ••• ••• Media Coverage 
Caribbean Camera and Toronto Star 

Read full story Read full story 
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https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2022/12/02/revisiting-da-kink-playwright-trey-anthony-on-theatre-hair-and-black-self-love.html
https://thecaribbeancamera.com/?s=da+kink+in+my+hair


 

  

Fall 2022 

Media Coverage Highlights 
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lilill: 

Nova Bhattacharya's 'Svaha!' celebrates female 
energy with a mash-up of diverse dance styles 
The cast of 22 women represents more 30 forms of dance, Including Bharatanatyam,jazz, hip hop, tap, modern and classical ballet. 

~ By Michael Crabb Special to the Star 
,.. Wed .,Sept . 14,2022 (!) 4min.read 

f 'I 19 in 6' 

(s} REAOTHECONVERSATlON 

Arts 

Once on the verge of quitting, Nova 
Bhattacharya is putting on a new kind of 
dance spectacle in Svaha 

The Canadian choreographer's new production brings 22 dancers to the stage in an 
explosion of dance styles 

Pos,ed: Sep 16, 2022 3:00 PM ET I Lase Updaced: Sepcember 16 

••• ••• ••• Svāhā! 
Toronto Star and CBC.ca 

Read full story 

Read full story 
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https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2022/09/14/nova-bhattacharyas-svh-celebrates-female-energy-with-a-mash-up-of-diverse-dance-styles.html
https://www.cbc.ca/arts/once-on-the-verge-of-quitting-nova-bhattacharya-is-putting-on-a-new-kind-of-dance-spectacle-in-svaha-1.6585883
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llillllll: 

Kid Koala's high-concept project 'The Storyville 
Mosquito' is at the Bluma Appel Theatre 
Montreal "turntablist" Eric San a.k.a. Kid Koala and his large entourage of puppeteers, camera operators, musicians and assorted technical 
wizards are touring the kid-friendly "theatrical cinema experience." 

By Be n Rayner Special to the Star 
Thu ., Oct. 20, 2022 c!) 6 min. read 

0 Article was updated Oct. 21 , 2022 

f '6 9 in 6' 

0 READTHECONVERSATION 

WATCH LIVE • f '# l!:lJ 

NEWS WEATHER TRAFFIC CP24 BREAKFAST LIFESTYLE MORE 

BEST Tech savings? Yes, please. -
BUY• Shop amazing gifts and early Boxing Day deals. -

Advertrsemenl 

••• ••• ••• The Storyville Mosquito 
Toronto Star and CP24 

Read full story Watch clip 
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https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/music/2022/10/20/kid-koalas-high-concept-project-the-storyville-mosquito-is-at-the-bluma-appel-theatre.html
https://www.cp24.com/video?clipId=2543366
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New production of Pina Bausch's version of 'Rite of 
Spring' features African dance troupe 
Bausch would almost certainly have been delighted by what the foundation dedicated to preserving her artistic legacy, in partnership with 
Senegal's internationally renowned African contemporary dance centre, Ecole des Sables, has made possible. 

a By Michael Crabb Special to the Star 
W Wed. , Oct.12 , 2022 C!) Smin.read 

f "I !Sa in & 

~ READTHECONVERSATION 

PODCASTS 

••• ••• ••• Rite of Spring / common ground[s] 
Toronto Star 

Read full story 
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https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/stage/2022/10/12/new-production-of-pina-bauschs-version-of-rite-of-spring-features-african-dance-troupe.html
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