
City of Toronto Act, 2006 Public Notice 
 

Recommended Amendments to Chapter 545, Licensing for Bars, Restaurants, and 
Entertainment Venues as part of the Night Economy Review 

 
Toronto City Council will be considering recommendations to modernize licensing 
regulations for bars, restaurants, and entertainment venues and adopt amendments to 
City of Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 545, Licensing and Chapter 441, Fees and 
Charges. 
 
It is proposed that the amendments be adopted at the City Council meeting to be held on 
December 13, 14, 15, 2023, or at a subsequent meeting. If adopted by City Council, the 
amendments will: 
 
Amend Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 545, Licensing as follows:  
 

1. Adopt new definitions as follows:  
 

a. AMUSEMENT, ENTERTAINMENT, OR LIVE PERFORMANCE - Any activity, 
performance, presentation, show, or similar event intended to provide 
amusement, entertainment, or diversion to patrons, including but not limited to 
the playing of amplified live music and any activity that involves the amplification 
of sound. 
 

b. OCCUPANT LOAD – The number of patrons that can occupy an establishment, 
by reference to the highest occupant load stated on the liquor licence, zoning 
review application, building permit, or fire occupancy statement submitted by the 
operator of an establishment to Municipal Licensing Standards as part of its 
licence application. 
  

c. LEVEL 1 NOISE CONTROL PLAN – A plan, submitted by the operator of an 
establishment to Municipal Licensing and Standards in a form and manner 
satisfactory to the Executive Director, that contains the following:  
(i) An acknowledgement by the operator of the applicable by-law 

requirements of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 591, Noise, and the 
availability of community-based mediation services to resolve noise 
complaints;  

(ii) Information from the operator that identifies all sound-producing or 
amplification equipment installed on the premises, including the type of 
equipment and the frequency of its intended use; 

(iii) An operations strategy, submitted to MLS upon request, that contains the 
following:  
A. How and when the operator will monitor noise levels emanating from 

the premises; 
B. What action the operator will take to alleviate excessive noise while 

the establishment is operating; 
C. How and when the operator will monitor the exterior of the premises 

to address noise and loitering issues involving patrons of the 
establishment; 

D. What process the operator will use to engage with nearby residents, 
resident groups, and other establishments about noise or nuisance 
issues related to the establishment; and 



E. What process the operator will use to respond to persistent resident 
complaints about noise, including specific actions it will take if the 
establishment operates in a building that also contains residential 
accommodation. 

(iv) Any other information or documents related to noise production or control 
that may be required by the Executive Director. 

 
d. LEVEL 2 NOISE CONTROL PLAN – A plan, submitted by the operator of an 

establishment to Municipal Licensing and Standards in a form and manner 
satisfactory to the Executive Director, that contains the following: 
(i) All of the information required by a level 1 noise control plan; 
(ii) A report by a certified professional engineer that includes:  

a. A statement of the intended maximum volume levels at which music 
or amplified sound will be played within the establishment, based on 
the equipment present in the establishment; 

b. A summary of the wattage of all sound-producing or amplification 
equipment used in the establishment, as well as their locations and 
positioning within the premises; 

c. The results of sound-level testing at multiple points at the exterior of 
the premises; 

d. A summary of the sound insulation methods, equipment, and 
mechanisms installed at the business premises and how they will be 
used to ensure that maximum volume levels are not exceeded. 

(iii) Any other information or documents related to noise production or control 
that may be required by the Executive Director. 

 
e. LIVE MUSIC PERFORMANCE - A live performance for an audience by an 

individual musical artist or group of musical artists on physical or digital 
instruments but excludes the playback of recorded music without the active use 
of an instrument. 
 

f. PATRON MANAGEMENT PLAN – A plan, submitted by the operator of an 
establishment to the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division in a form and 
manner satisfactory to the Executive Director, that contains the following: 
(i) An acknowledgement by the operator of applicable by-law requirements 

of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 743, Use of Streets and Sidewalks 
related to pedestrian clearways;  

(ii) A description of where patrons seeking entry or re-entry to the 
establishment will line up and the maximum number of patrons who will 
be permitted in such line ups; 

(iii) What procedures the operator will use to monitor line ups, to control the 
location of lineups, to control the number of patrons in lineups, and to 
ensure orderly conduct by patrons in lineups; and 

(iv) A description of how the operator will efficiently organize and monitor 
entry and exit locations to ensure public safety and prevent patrons from 
loitering outside of the establishment. 
 

g. PERSON OF AUTHORITY - A person authorized by the operator of an 
establishment to operate, manage, supervise, run, or control the establishment. 
 

2. Add the following requirements: 



a. If a person does not have an endorsement as required by Chapter 545, they are 
guilty of the offence of operating without the required licence type; 

b. If the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division has issued an endorsement, 
the business shall comply with all requirements applicable to the corresponding 
licence type. 
 

3. Add a requirement that every person licensed or required to be licensed under the 
Chapter keep their business premises clean, orderly, suitably lighted, and well-
ventilated during opening hours. 
 

4. Delete 545-8.4(H), which requires licensees to place and maintain temporary cigarette 
butt receptacles on the sidewalk in front of their premises. 
 

5. Amend 545-8.4(G) to read: "Without limiting 545-498 and 545-506, every person 
licensed or required to be licensed under this chapter shall maintain the public 
sidewalks, curbs, and gutters surrounding their business free from garbage, cigarette 
butts, cigar tips, littered electronic cigarettes, and any other waste." 
 

6. Delete sections 545-165, 545-167, 545-329, 545-330, 545-364, 545-365, 545-446, and 
545-447 that relate to application and other requirements for corporations and 
partnerships. 
 

7. Add provisions to Article I: General Licensing Provisions related to application 
requirements for corporations and partnerships that:  
 

a. Require a corporate applicant for a licence to submit: 
(i) A copy of its letters of incorporation or other incorporating document; 
(ii) A corporation profile report or similar official document that shows the 

current legal status of the corporation; 
(iii) An annual return in a form supplied by the Municipal Licensing and 

Standards Division that may require, among other things, a declaration of 
controlling interest in the corporation and a list of all shareholders and 
classes of shareholders of the corporation; and 

(iv) Any other information or documents that the Executive Director may 
require to understand the management and ownership structure of the 
corporation. 
 

b. Require a partnership applicant for a licence to submit a declaration that states 
the following: 
(i) The name and address of every partner; 
(ii) The name(s) under which they carry on business; 
(iii) That the partners listed are the only members of the partnership; and 
(iv) The mailing address for the partnership. 

 
c. Where the shares in a corporate applicant are owned in whole or in part by 

another corporation or where a member of a partnership applicant is a 
corporation, require the applicant to submit, upon request by the Municipal 
Licensing and Standards Division, an annual return for and such other 
information or documents that the Executive Director may require to understand 
the management and ownership structure of that other corporation and any 
further related corporations that are identified. 
 



d. Require any corporation or partnership applying for the renewal of its licence to 
submit, upon request by the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division, 
updated versions of any of the information or documents required above. 
 

8. Add provisions to Article I: General Licensing Provisions related to changes to the 
structure if a corporation or partnership that: 

a. Requires corporate and partnership licensees to immediately notify the 
Municipal Licensing and Standards Division in writing of any change to the 
controlling interest in the corporation or change in the membership of the 
partnership. 

b. Requires that where the controlling interest in a corporation or the membership 
of a partnership that holds a licence related to a holistic centre, body-rub 
parlour, adult entertainment club, or private parking enforcement agency has 
changed, the corresponding licence shall immediately terminate, and the 
corporation or partnership shall be required to apply for a new licence. 

 
9. Update 545-8.5, so it is consistent with the City’s authority to establish fines and create 

offences under the City of Toronto Act, 2006, including: 
a. Updating the maximum fine to $100,000 for offences; 
b. Adding a special fine for all offences in an amount equal to any economic gain 

obtained from non-compliance; 
c. Adding general offences for obstructing an inspection or investigation under 

Chapter 545 and failing to provide information to Municipal Licensing and 
Standards as required; 

d. Designating each offence as a continuing offence with a maximum daily fine of 
$10,000 and a total fine which may exceed $100,000. 

 
10. Delete Article X – Food Establishments and delete licence requirements for bake shop 

operators; every person who owns or keeps any place for the reception, refreshment, 
or entertainment of the public; every person who owns or keeps a victualling house; 
and every person who owns or keeps a place where foodstuffs intended for human 
consumption are made, offered for sale, stored or sold. 
 

11. Add a licence requirement for every person who operates an eating or drinking 
establishment. 
 

12. Amend the definition of “eating or drinking establishment” such that it reads as follows: 
“Premises where food or beverages are prepared or served to patrons for immediate 
consumption on-site and which may include an incidental take-out service or ancillary 
amusement, entertainment, or live performance.” 
 

13. Add a licence requirement for every person who operates an expanded activity eating 
or drinking establishment.  
 

14. Add a definition of “expanded activity eating or drinking establishment” as follows: "An 
eating or drinking establishment that meets three or more of the following criteria: (i) 
within any seven-day period, the establishment operates past 11 p.m. for a majority of 
days it is open, (ii) the establishment has a liquor licence to serve alcohol; (iii) the 
establishment offers amusement, entertainment, or live performance; (iv) the occupant 
load of the establishment exceeds 150 persons.” 
 



15. Require every operator of an eating or drinking establishment to submit the following 
information upon licence application or renewal, or at any time during the term of the 
licence as required by the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division, in addition to 
the general licence application requirements that apply to all businesses:  

a. If the establishment serves alcohol, a copy of a valid liquor licence; 
b. If the establishment does not hold a liquor licence, another document that can 

be used to determine the occupant load of the establishment; 
c. Confirmation of whether amusement, entertainment, or live performance are or 

will be offered at the establishment at any time; 
d. Hours of operation of the establishment; and 
e. Any other information or documents required by the Executive Director. 

 
16. Adopt the following additional requirements for every operator of an eating or drinking 

establishment: 
a. Immediately produce a current food safety inspection report or reports relating 

to the currently posted food safety inspection notice for the establishment upon 
request by any person;  

b. If serving alcohol, notify the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division of any 
change to the terms of the establishment’s liquor licence within 14 calendar 
days. 

 
17. Add a provision that the Executive Director, at their sole discretion, may require an 

operator of an eating or drinking establishment to: 
a. Upon licence application or renewal or at any time during the term of a licence, 

submit: 
(i) A level 1 noise control plan and/or a patron management plan to the 

Municipal Licensing and Standards Division; 
(ii) A level 2 noise control plan to the Municipal Licensing and 

Standards Division for approval. 
b. Operate in accordance with the submitted or approved plan(s) and immediately 

provide a copy to any employee of the Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Division upon request. 

 
18. Add a provision that the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division may provide the 

licence application of an eating or drinking establishment to the Medical Officer of 
Health and consider any report from the Medical Officer of Health in determining 
whether to grant or refuse the licence. 
 

19. Add the following requirements for every operator of an expanded activity eating or 
drinking establishment:  

a. Upon licence application or renewal, submit the following with the Municipal 
Licensing and Standards Division:  

(i) A level 1 noise control plan 
(ii) A patron management plan 

b. Require the establishment to operate in accordance with the level 1 noise 
control plan submitted to the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division at all 
times and to immediately provide a copy of the submitted plan to any employee 
of the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division upon request; 

c. Require the establishment to operate in accordance with the patron 
management plan submitted to the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division 
at all times and to immediately provide a copy of the submitted plan to any 
employee of the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division upon request. 



d. Create a list of persons of authority, including current contact information for 
each person on the list, and designate at least one person included on the list of 
persons of authority to be on the premises at all times during hours of operation;  

e. Provide the list of persons of authority to any employee of the Municipal 
Licensing and Standards Division immediately upon request. 

 
20. Add a licence requirement for take-out or retail food establishments.  

 
21. Add a definition of “take-out or retail food establishment” as follows: 

“A. Premises where food or beverages are prepared and offered to patrons exclusively 
for consumption off-site; or 
B. Premises that offer pre-packaged food or drink items to patrons exclusively for 
consumption off-site, except where such a service is insignificant to the purposes of 
the business.”  
 

22. Require every operator of a take-out or retail food establishment, if the establishment 
serves alcohol, to submit a copy of a valid liquor licence upon licence application or 
renewal, in addition to the general licence application requirements that apply to all 
businesses. 
 

23. Adopt the following requirements for every operator of a take-out or retail food 
establishment: 

a. If preparing or serving food, immediately produce a current food safety 
inspection report or reports relating to the currently posted food safety 
inspection notice for the establishment upon request by any person;  

b. If serving alcohol, notify the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division of any 
change to the terms of the establishment’s liquor licence within 14 calendar 
days. 
 

24. Add a provision that the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division may provide the 
licence application of a take-out or retail food establishment to the Medical Officer of 
Health if the establishment is serving or preparing food pursuant to the Health 
Protection and Promotion Act or its regulations and consider any report from the 
Medical Officer of Health in determining whether to grant or refuse the licence. 
 

25. Continue to require every person who operates an entertainment 
establishment/nightclub to obtain a licence. 
 

26. Amend the definition of “entertainment establishment/nightclub” such that it reads as 
follows:  
 
“A. Premises where amplified music is provided for patron entertainment or dancing.  
B. Despite this definition, a premises shall be deemed an entertainment 
establishment/nightclub under this Chapter where it meets three or more of the 
following criteria: 

(i) The establishment offers or advertises bottle service, meaning the sale or 
service of liquor by the bottle; 

(ii) The operator refers to or advertises the establishment as a club, 
nightclub, disco, dance hall, dance club, or similar venue; 



(iii) The premises are equipped with a lighting system, sound system, or disc 
jockey booth greater in scope than in an eating or drinking establishment; 
or 

(iv) The premises has a dedicated stage or a dance floor for patron 
entertainment or dancing. 

C. This definition shall not include an adult entertainment club”. 
 

27. Delete Article XLI – Entertainment Establishment/Nightclub. 
 

28. Require every operator of an entertainment establishment/nightclub to submit the 
following information upon licence application or renewal, or at any time during the 
term of a licence as required by the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division, in 
addition to the general licence application requirements that apply to all businesses:  

a. If the establishment serves alcohol, a copy of a valid liquor licence; 
b. If the establishment does not hold a liquor licence, another document that can 

be used to determine the occupant load of the establishment; 
c. Hours of operation of the establishment;  
d. A level 2 noise control plan, for approval by the Municipal Licensing and 

Standards Division;  
e. A patron management plan; and 
f. Any other information or documents required by the Executive Director. 

 
29. Adopt the following requirements for every operator of an entertainment 

establishment/nightclub: 
a. Staff the establishment with at least one security guard for every 100 patrons 

during opening hours, whose exclusive responsibility or duty while engaged or 
hired is to guard or patrol the premises for the purpose of ensuring orderly 
conduct and protecting persons and property; 

b. Ensure that all security guards wear identification and uniforms that comply with 
the Private Security and Investigative Services Act, 2005 or successor 
legislation and allow them to readily be identified as security guards; 

c. Ensure that all security guards are licensed under the Private Security and 
Investigative Services Act, 2005 or successor legislation; 

d. Require that each public entrance to the establishment is staffed with at least 
one security guard and equipped with a functioning metal detector that is used 
to screen all patrons upon entry; 

e. Require that the establishment is operated in accordance with the level 2 noise 
control plan approved by the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division at all 
times and immediately provide a copy of the approved plan to any employee of 
the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division upon request; 

f. Require that the establishment is operated in accordance with the patron 
management plan at all times and immediately provide a copy of the submitted 
plan to any employee of the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division upon 
request; 

g. Create a list of persons of authority, including current contact information for 
each person on the list, and designate at least one person included on the list of 
persons of authority to be on the premises at all times during hours of operation;  

h. Provide the list of persons of authority to any employee of the Municipal 
Licensing and Standards Division immediately upon request; 

i. If the establishment serves alcohol, notify the Municipal Licensing and 
Standards Division of any change to the terms of the establishment’s liquor 
licence within 14 calendar days. 



 
30. Adopt the following insurance requirements for every operator of an entertainment 

establishment/nightclub: 
a. Procure a liability insurance policy of at least $2,000,000 against loss or 

damage resulting from bodily injury or death and of at least $25,000 against loss 
or damage to property; 

b. Deposit a certificate of such policy with the Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Division and notify it within 10 calendar days of any change to the policy. 
   

31. Add a definition of “entertainment place of assembly” as follows: “Premises used as 
any of the following:  

(i) A performing arts space, live music performance venue, or any other 
establishment that offers entertainment or performances to patrons, 
including but not limited to a theatre, cinema, opera, concert hall, circus, 
or ballet; and 

(ii) A space provided to other persons or entities for entertainment, including 
banquet halls or event venues.”    
 

32. Add a licence requirement for every person who operates an expanded activity 
entertainment place of assembly.  
 

33. Add a definition of “expanded activity entertainment place of assembly” as follows: "An 
entertainment place of assembly that meets all of the following criteria: (i) within any 
seven-day period, the establishment operates past 12 a.m. for a majority of days it is 
open; (ii) the establishment has a liquor licence to serve alcohol; and (iii) the occupant 
load of the business exceeds 150 persons.”  
 

34. Require every operator of an entertainment place of assembly to submit the following 
information upon licence application or renewal, or at any time during the term of the 
licence as required by the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division, in addition to 
the general licence application requirements that apply to all businesses:  

a. If the establishment serves alcohol, a copy of a valid liquor licence; 
b. If the establishment does not hold a liquor licence, another document that can 

be used to determine the occupant load of the establishment; 
c. Hours of operation of the establishment; and 
d. Any other information or documents required by the Executive Director. 

 
35. Adopt the following requirements for every operator of an entertainment place of 

assembly: 
a. If lines form at any entry to the establishment, an identifiable staff person must 

regulate the queue and prohibit obstruction of the public right of way;  
b. If serving alcohol, notify the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division of any 

change to the terms of the establishment’s liquor licence within 14 calendar 
days. 
 

36. Adopt the following insurance requirements for every operator of an entertainment 
establishment place of assembly: 

a. Procure a liability insurance policy of at least $1,000,000 against loss or 
damage resulting from bodily injury or death and of at least $25,000 against loss 
or damage to property; 



b. Deposit a certificate of such policy with the Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Division and notify the Division within 10 calendar days of any change to the 
policy; 

c. Provide authority to the Executive Director to dispense in whole or in part with 
the insurance requirements if it is determined that it is not necessary with 
respect to the type or nature of the operation of the establishment. 
 

37. Add a provision that the Executive Director, at their sole discretion, may require an 
operator of an entertainment place of assembly to: 

a. Upon licence application or renewal or at any time during the term of a licence, 
submit: 

(i) A level 1 noise control plan and/or a patron management plan to the 
Municipal Licensing and Standards Division; 

(ii) A level 2 noise control plan to the Municipal Licensing and 
Standards Division for approval. 

b. Operate in accordance with the submitted or approved plan(s) and immediately 
provide a copy to any employee of the Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Division upon request. 
 

38. Add the following requirements for every operator of an expanded entertainment place 
of assembly: 

a. Upon licence application or renewal, submit the following to the Municipal 
Licensing and Standards Division:  

(i) a level 1 noise control plan 
(ii) a patron management plan 

b. Require the establishment to operate in accordance with the level 1 noise 
control plan submitted to the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division at all 
times and to immediately provide a copy of the submitted plan to any employee 
of the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division upon request; 

c. Require the establishment to operate in accordance with the patron 
management plan submitted to the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division 
at all times and to immediately provide a copy of the submitted plan to any 
employee of the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division upon request. 
 

39. Delete Article XVI – Places of Amusement.  
  

40. Delete licence requirements for every person keeping a billiard, pool, or bagatelle 
table; every person who owns or keeps any exhibition of wax works, menagerie, 
circus-riding, or other like show usually exhibited by showmen;  every person who 
owns or keeps a roller-skating-rink or other place of like amusement; and every person 
who owns or keeps a theatre, music hall, bowling alley, moving picture show, public 
hall, or any place of amusement.  
 

41. Add a licence requirement for every person who operates an amusement 
establishment. 
 

42. Introduce a definition of “amusement establishment” as follows: “A premises that offers 
or permits any type of amusement activity for patrons, including any establishment that 
provides space for amusement activities for patrons, but does not include fitness 
facilities, recreation centres, or community centres." 
 



43. Introduce a definition of “amusement activity” as follows: “Activities including but not 
limited to the following: bowling, video arcades and arcade games, archery, axe 
throwing, carnivals, internet cafes, miniature golf, golf driving ranges, go-kart courses, 
roller-skating rinks, billiards or pool, trampolines, rebound tumbling, and other like 
activities.”  
 

44. Require every operator of an amusement establishment to submit the following 
information upon licence application or renewal, or at any time during the term of the 
licence as required by the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division, in addition to 
the general licence application requirements that apply to all businesses:  

a. If the establishment serves alcohol, a copy of a valid liquor licence; 
b. The following documents, issued by the Technical Standards and Safety 

Authority or its successor agency, if applicable to the business: 
(i) a valid and current licence to carry on business in Ontario; 
(ii) a valid and current permit for each amusement device, issued by 

the Technical Standards and Safety Authority or its successor 
agency.  
 

45. Add the following requirements for every operator of an amusement establishment: 
a. Keep sufficient staff of employees for the purpose of the establishment; 
b. If offering trampoline or rebound tumbling amusement activities:  

(i) For each 12 trampoline or rebound tumbling units operating, have one 
qualified supervisor in attendance who is certified in standard first aid; 

(ii) Permit or allow only one person on each unit at the same time; 
(iii) Keep a register showing the name and address of each patron and the 

date and time that such patron was in the establishment. 
c. If serving alcohol, notify the Municipal Licensing and Standards Division of any 

change to the terms of the establishment’s liquor licence within 14 calendar 
days; 

d. Create a list of persons of authority, including current contact information for 
each person on the list, and designate at least one person included on the list of 
persons of authority to be on the premises at all times during hours of operation; 

e. Provide the list of persons of authority to any employee of the Municipal 
Licensing and Standards Division immediately upon request. 
 

46. Adopt the following insurance requirements for every operator of an amusement 
establishment: 

a. Procure a liability insurance policy for the establishment of at least $1,000,000 
against loss or damage resulting from bodily injury or death and of at least 
$25,000 against loss or damage to property resulting from any one accident; 

b. Deposit a certificate of such policy to the Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Division and notify the Division within 10 calendar days of any change to the 
policy; 

c. Provide authority to the Executive Director to dispense in whole or in part with 
the insurance requirements if it is determined that it is not necessary for the type 
or nature of the operation of the establishment. 
 

47. Add a provision that the Executive Director, at their sole discretion, may require an 
operator of an amusement establishment to: 

a. Upon licence application or renewal or at any time during the term of a licence, 
submit: 



(i) A level 1 noise control plan and/or a patron management plan to the 
Municipal Licensing and Standards Division; 

(ii) A level 2 noise control plan for approval to the Municipal Licensing and 
Standards Division. 

b. Operate in accordance with the submitted or approved plan(s) and immediately 
provide a copy to any employee of the Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Division upon request. 

Amend Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 441, Fees and Charges, Appendix C – Schedule 12, 
Municipal Licensing and Standards by amending fees in the table below:  

Ref 
No. Service Fee Description Category Fee Basis Fee Annual 

Adjustment 

175 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee: 
Amusement 
Establishment 
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

$459.08  Yes  

176  Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance  

NEW 
Renewal fee: 
Amusement 
Establishment 
licence  

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

$265.00  Yes  

193 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee: 
Take Out or Retail 
Food Establishment  
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$380.00 

Yes  

194 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance  

NEW 
Renewal fee: Take 
Out or Retail Food 
Establishment  
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$251.00 
 

Yes  

215 
Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee: 
Entertainment 
Place of Assembly 
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$436.00 

Yes  

216 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Renewal fee: 
Entertainment 
Place of Assembly 
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$251.00 

Yes  

217 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee: 
Eating or Drinking 
Establishment 
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$516.00 

Yes  

218 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Renewal fee: Eating 
or Drinking 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$349.00 

Yes 



Ref 
No. Service Fee Description Category Fee Basis Fee Annual 

Adjustment 

Establishment 
licence 

235 Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee: 
Entertainment 
Establishment/ 
Nightclub licence  

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$1,058.00 

Yes 

236 
Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Renewal fee: 
Entertainment 
Establishment/ 
Nightclub licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

NEW 
$710.00 

Yes 

 
Amend Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 441, Fees and Charges, Appendix C – Schedule 12, 
Municipal Licensing and Standards by adding the associated fees in the table below:  

Ref 
No. Service Fee Description Category Fee Basis Fee Annual 

Adjustment 

NEW 
500 

Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee: 
Expanded Activity 
Eating or Drinking 
Establishment 
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

$723.00 Yes  

NEW 
501 

Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Renewal fee:  
Expanded Activity 
Eating or Drinking 
Establishment 
licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

$525.00 Yes  

NEW 
502 

Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Application fee:  
Expanded Activity 
Entertainment Place 
of Assembly licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

$611.00 Yes  

NEW 
503 

Licence & 
Permit 
Issuance 

NEW 
Renewal fee:  
Expanded Activity 
Entertainment Place 
of Assembly licence 

Full Cost 
Recovery  

Per 
application   

$378.00 Yes  

 
Amend Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 441, Fees and Charges, Appendix C – Schedule 12, 
Municipal Licensing and Standards to delete fees related to billiard halls, carnivals, circuses, 
and theatres.  

Direct amendments to Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 545, Licensing, and Chapter 441, 
Fees and Charges, come into force on January 1, 2025. 



Authorize the City Solicitor, in consultation with Municipal Licensing and Standards, to apply 
for new set fines or to increase current set fines related to the updated licensing requirements 
contained in this report and express its support for higher set fine penalties for offences. 

Authorize the City Solicitor to introduce the necessary bills to give effect to City Council's 
decision and authorize the City Solicitor to make any necessary clarifications, refinements, 
minor modifications, technical amendments, or by-law amendments as may be identified by 
the City Solicitor, and the Executive Director, Municipal Licensing and Standards. 

Request the Province of Ontario to consider changes to the City of Toronto Act, 2006, to 
extend the suspension period for businesses posing an immediate danger to the health and 
safety or any person or property for longer than 14 days and consider a less stringent 
standard for suspension than "immediate danger", such as a "serious risk of danger". 
 

 
The proposed amendments are outlined in the report titled " Recommended Amendments to 
Chapter 545, Licensing for Bars, Restaurants, and Entertainment Venues as part of the Night 
Economy Review”. To view or obtain a copy of the report, visit the City's website at:  
 
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/committees/2563/23220 
 
At its meeting to be held via video conference and in-person at City Hall, 100 Queen Street 
West, on November 28, 2023 at 9:30 a.m., or as soon as possible thereafter, the Economic 
and Community Development Committee of Toronto City Council will hear from any person or 
by his or her counsel, agent, or solicitor, who wishes to speak to the matter. 
 
The proposed amendments are subject to the decisions of the Economic and Community 
Development Committee and City Council. Consequently, the proposed amendments may be 
modified. Additional or other amendments to the above-noted By-law, including amendments 
not contemplated or considered in the proposal by Municipal Licensing and Standards staff, 
may occur as a result of the decisions of the Committee and City Council. 
 
To submit comments or make a presentation to the Economic and Community Development 
Committee on November 28, 2023, please contact the Committee no later than 12:00  
p.m. on November 27, 2023: 
 

Economic and Community Development Committee  
Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street West 
10th Floor, West Tower, Toronto, ON, M5H 2N2 
Telephone: 416-397-4579; Fax: 416-392-2980 
Email: ecdc@toronto.ca 
 

To ask questions regarding the content of the report, please contact: 
 

Ginny Adey, Director, Policy and Strategic Support,  
Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street West 
16th Floor, West Tower, Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
Telephone: 416-338-5576 
Email: Ginny.Adey@toronto.ca 
 

Any comments received after the Committee meeting will be forwarded to City Council. 
 

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/#/committees/2563/23220
mailto:ecdc@toronto.ca
mailto:Ginny.Adey@toronto.ca


While the staff report sets out proposed changes, the Committee and/or City Council may 
change these proposals and adopt additional or other amendments that differ from the 
recommendations set out in the report. The proposed amendments are subject to the 
decision of the Committee and the decision of City Council.   
 
If this matter is postponed at the Committee meeting or City Council meeting or considered at 
a subsequent Committee or City Council meeting, no additional notice will be provided other 
than the information on the subsequent Committee or City Council agenda. Please contact 
the above City officials if you require notice in these cases. 
 
The Economic and Community Development Committee will make its final recommendations 
on November 28, 2023, which will be forwarded to City Council for its meeting on December 
13, 14, and 15, 2023. 
 
Notice to people writing or making presentations to the Economic and Community 
Development Committee: The City of Toronto Act, 2006 and the City of Toronto Municipal 
Code authorize the City of Toronto to collect any personal information in your communication 
or presentation to City Council or its Committees. 
 
The City collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant 
issue(s). If you are submitting letters, faxes, e-mails, presentations, or other communications 
to the City, you should be aware that your name and the fact that you communicated with the 
City will become part of the public record and will appear on the City’s website. The City will 
also make your communication and any personal information in it - such as your postal 
address, telephone number, or e-mail address - available to the public, unless you expressly 
request the City to remove it. 
 
Many Committee, Board, and Advisory Body meetings are broadcast live over the internet for 
the public to view. If you speak at the meeting you will appear in the video broadcast. Video 
broadcasts are archived and continue to be publicly available. 
 
If you want to learn more about why and how the City collects your information, write to the  
City Clerk’s Office, Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street West, Toronto ON, M5H 2N2 or by 
calling 416-397-4592. 
 
 
Dated at the City of Toronto on November 21, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
John D. Elvidge 
City Clerk 
 


