
 
 

  

  
 

  
  

  
  

 
  

    
 

     
   

       
  

  

 

     
    

    
    

       
   

      
  

   

 

 

City Councillor 
Dianne Saxe 
Ward 11, University-Rosedale 

IEC, June 28, 2023 

Streetscape Design Gaps 
Summary: 

On streets undergoing conversion to residential use, such as Dupont, current 
streetscapes are often inadequate. They frequently feature a hostile environment for 
pedestrians and cyclists, with narrow or obstructed sidewalks and no street trees or 
seating. These features are incompatible both with Vision Zero and with TransformTO. 

It is the city’s responsibility to design and achieve improved, connected and harmonious 
streetscapes on such streets. 

However, the city currently has no coherent process to do so, and has not assigned 
responsibility for developing such streetscapes to any department. Nor is there a 
process for appropriate public consultation. Instead, the city relies on one-off 
improvements designed by individual developers for their particular development, and 
delivered by that developer for its immediate frontage. This process does not and will 
not deliver a consistent, connected, well-designed public realm with adequate 
infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Recommendations: 

1. Infrastructure and Environment Committee direct the Chief Planner and Executive 
Director, City Planning and the General Manager, Transportation Services, in consultation with 
Urban Forestry, to report back to the Infrastructure and Environment Committee in 
the fourth quarter of 2023, recommending: 

a. how the City should plan and achieve streetscape and road safety improvements in 
areas undergoing intensification of residential use, 

b. how the relevant roles and responsibilities should be allocated among City Planning, 
Urban Forestry and Transportation, and 

c. a process for public consultation, as appropriate. 

Sincerely, 



 
   

  

 
 

  
Councillor Dianne Saxe 

Ward 11, University–Rosedale 

Toronto City Hall, 2nd Floor, Suite C46 | 100 Queen Street West, Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
Phone: (416) 392-4009 | councillor_saxe@toronto.ca 
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