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Fine Equity: Balancing Toronto Transit Commission Fare Evasion and
Parking Fines - by Councillor Paula Fletcher, seconded by Councillor
Alejandra Bravo

* Notice of this Motion has been given.
* This Motion is subject to referral to the Executive Committee. A two-thirds vote is required
to waive referral.
* Communications have been submitted on this Item.

A Revised Member Motion was posted on March 28, 2023.

Recommendations
Councillor Paula Fletcher, seconded by Councillor Alejandra Bravo, recommends that:

1. City Council express its support for the principle of fairness in fines related to City services.

2. City Council direct the City Manager to request the Chief Executive Officer, Toronto Transit
Commission to consider taking immediate steps to reduce the ticket for non-payment of fares to
a rate more in line with other city fines related to transportation.

3. City Council direct the City Manager to report directly to Council on this matter to the May
10, 2023 meeting of City Council.

Summary
A basic principle that underlies the administration of fines and penalties is that there should be
a proportionality between the offence and the fine or penalty. This helps preserve faith in the
administration of justice.

The fine for fare evasion on the Toronto Transit Commission is $195 ($235 once the other fees
are added) and can rise over $400. The offence represents a loss of $3.25. In comparison, the
offence for parking in a parking machine space without paying, or exceeding the time limit is
$30. While the basis of each fine cannot be directly compared, the difference in fines between
transit riders and drivers is quite stark and gives rise to a question of whether these fine
amounts achieve the underlying objectives as part of the overall administration of justice.

Ensuring that requested fine amounts are reviewed and reconsidered periodically would help
restore confidence that the City is treating people fairly.
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Revised Member Motion MM5.6
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Communications (City Council)
(March 28, 2023) Letter from Alison Stewart, Interim Co-Executive Director, Advocacy and
Public Policy Cycle Toronto (MM.New)
(https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/comm/communicationfile-166631.pdf)

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/mm/comm/communicationfile-166631.pdf

