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Restoring Majority Rule to City Council - by Councillor Alejandra Bravo,
seconded by Councillor Amber Morley

* Notice of this Motion has been given.
* This Motion is subject to referral to the Executive Committee. A two-thirds vote is required
to waive referral.

A Revised Member Motion was posted on March 28, 2023.

Recommendations
Councillor Alejandra Bravo, seconded by Councillor Amber Morley, recommends that:

1. City Council call on the new head of Council to publicly commit to never advocating for or
implementing in practice fundamental changes to Toronto City Council operations or
governance initiated by the Province of Ontario, without full prior support and consent of
Toronto City Council and Torontonians.

Summary
In 2022, the Province of Ontario introduced Bill 39, Better Municipal Governance Act. The Bill
received Royal Assent on December 8, 2022.

Bill 39 erodes the basic democratic principle of majority rule, by granting the heads of Council
in Toronto and Ottawa the authority to approve City bylaws with only a third of Council’s
support.

In December 2022, Toronto City Council reaffirmed its commitment to the principle of
democracy on which our Procedures By-law is based, that "the majority of members have the
right to decide" as per Section 2.2 of the Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 27 - Council
Procedures, and requested that all future mayors not exercise any power that allows for motions
to be passed with less than 50 percent +1 majority of Council members present (Item
2023.CC2.3).

It is critical that the incoming Mayor of Toronto upholds the principles of majority rule that
Council has affirmed, and commits to ensuring that all Torontonians can have their voices
heard at Council and their views represented in a fair democratic process.
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https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-39
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.CC2.3



