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PB6.2 ACTION Adopted Ward: 9

1117 Queen Street West - Notice of Intention to Designate a Property
under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act

Board Decision
The Toronto Preservation Board recommends to the Planning and Housing Committee that:

1. City Council state its intention to designate the property at 1117 Queen Street West under
Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act in accordance with the Statement of
Significance; 1117 Queen Street West (Reasons for Designation) attached as Attachment 3, to
the report (May 10, 2023) from the Senior Manager, Heritage Planning, Urban Design, City
Planning.

2. If there are no objections to the designation, City Council authorize the City Solicitor to
introduce the Bill in Council designating the property under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act.

Origin
(May 10, 2023) Report from the Senior Manager, Heritage Planning, Urban Design, City
Planning

Summary

At its meeting on May 23, 2023, the Toronto Preservation Board considered Item PB6.2 and
made recommendations to City Council.

Summary from the report (May 10, 2023) from the Senior Manager, Heritage Planning, Urban
Design, City Planning:


https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2023.PB6.2

This report recommends that City Council state its intention to designate the property at 1117
Queen Street West under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Council previously stated its intention to designate the property at 1117 Queen Street West
under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act on August 15, 2022. However, the
designation by-law was not passed within the prescribed time frame of 120 days, as originally
extended by the owner to April 18, 2023, and the Notice of the Intention to Designate the
property was deemed to have been withdrawn in accordance with subsection 29(9) of the
Ontario Heritage Act.

As there is no other restriction that applies to this property at this time, subsection 29(10) of the
Ontario Heritage Act permits council to give a new notice of intention to designate the property
in accordance with Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

The property is located on the south side of Queen Street West between Lisgar Street and Abell
Street in the West Queen West neighbourhood, and contains Postal Station 'C', a two-storey
building completed in 1903. The Beaux-Arts building was designed by the architecture branch
of the federal Department of Public Works, with S.G. Curry acting as the local associate
architect.

The property was listed on the City of Toronto's Inventory of Heritage Properties (now the
Heritage Register) on June 20, 1973 and is a landmark property within the proposed West
Queen West Heritage Conservation District.

The property functioned as a post office for more than a century until Canada Post ceased
operations at the site in 2020. The property was listed for sale on the private market and sold in
late 2021.

The sale of the federally-owned building prompted many local community members to voice
their concern for its survival. In July 2021, City Council adopted a member motion to request a
halt to the proposed sale, and directed the City Manager to request that Canada Post work with
the Chief Planner and Executive Director, City Planning, the General Manager, Economic
Development and Culture, the Director and Chief Executive Officer, Toronto Arts Council, and
members of the local community to examine and take measures to retain the building in public
ownership for the purpose of establishing a cultural and arts hub for the neighbouring
community and the City at large.

Staff have completed the Research and Evaluation Report for the property at 1117 Queen Street
West and determined that the property meets Ontario Regulation 9/06, the criteria prescribed
for municipal designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act under design
and physical, historical and associative, and contextual values. As such, the property is a
significant built heritage resource.

In June 2019, the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019 (Bill 108) received Royal Assent.
Schedule 11 of this Act included amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act. The Bill 108



Amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act came into force on July 1, 2021, which included a
shift in Part IV designations related to Planning Act applications that would trigger a Prescribed
Event. Section 29(1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act now restricts City Council's ability to give
notice of its intention to designate a property under the Act to within 90 days after the City
Clerk gives notice of a complete application.

The designation of this property is not subject to Section 29(1.2), as there are no open planning
applications for the site, however, the Part IV designation must be in compliance with the
province's amended O. Reg. 9/06 under the Ontario Heritage Act, which came into effect as of
January 1, 2023. The revised regulation establishes nine provincial criteria for determining
whether a property is of cultural heritage value or interest. A property may be designated under
Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, if it meets two or more of the nine criteria. The
property meets seven criteria relating to design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual
values.

A Heritage Impact Assessment is required for all development applications that affect listed
and designated properties and will be considered when determining how a heritage property is
to be conserved. Designation also enables City Council to review proposed alterations or
demolitions to the property and enforce heritage property standards and maintenance.

Background Information

(May 10, 2023) Report and Attachments 1 - 3 from the Senior Manager, Heritage Planning,
Urban Design, City Planning on 1117 Queen Street West - Notice of Intention to Designate a

Property under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act
(https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/pb/bgrd/backgroundfile-236452.pdf)

Communications

(May 23, 2023) E-mail from Adam G. Wynne (PB.New)

(May 23, 2023) Letter from Michael Foderick, McCarthy Tétrault LLP (PB.New)
(https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/pb/comm/communicationfile-169951.pdf)
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