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February 16, 2024 
 
 
At t e n t ion : Cre a t e TO Boa rd  o f Dire ct or s  
 
RE: Su ppo r t  fo r  a  Lon g-Te rm  La n d  Le a se  fo r  t h e  Cit y-Ow n e d  Prop e r t ie s  t o  De ve lop  a  
Fu t u re  Som a li Com m u n it y Ce n t r e  a n d  Hou s in g 
 
Dear Board Mem bers, 
 
I am  writing in  support of the  find ings of the  Feasib ility Study (i.e ., Feasib ility Plann ing Report, 
Concep tua l Design Report, and  Com m unity Consu lta tion  Report) com ple ted  by the Som ali 
Centre  for Cultu re  and Recrea tion  in  accordance  with  Motion  MM47.29 adopted  by Toron to 
City Council in  Ju ly 2022. The  com prehensive study provides a  recom m ended  site  in  Etob icoke  
which  is su itab le  and  desirab le  for both  the  deve lopm ent of a  Som ali cu ltura l and  recrea tion 
cen tre  and  a  m ixed-use  residen tia l deve lopm ent.  
 
Em powering the  Som ali Centre  for Cultu re  and Recrea tion  to  leverage the  va lue  of these  city-
owned  parce ls of land  to deve lop  housing and  a  com m unity cen tre  tha t hosts a  varie ty of vita l 
am enities such  as the  p roposed  cu ltura l spaces, ch ildcare , gym nasium , aqua tic facility, and  
m ulti-purpose  room s is the  essence of a  city-bu ilding in itia tive . It is  fundam enta l tha t we 
support our d iverse  com m unities across Toron to to  ensure  that they have  access to  livab le  
and  com ple te  com m unities. In  add ition , the  proposa l will de liver an  im portan t p lace  of 
be longing for the  Som ali com m unity and is expected  to  serve  as a  ca ta lyst for long overdue 
investm ents in  socia l in frastructure  for our d iverse  Black com m unities. 
 
Th is p roject is a ligned  with  the  u rgen t need  for m ore  housing across the  city th rough  its 
p roposa l to advance a  m ixed-use  residen tia l developm ent with  a  range  of housing types and 
tenures. Th is p roject is a lso  consisten t with  addressing the critica l gaps iden tified  in  the  City of 
Toronto’s Parks and  Recrea tion  Facilitie s Maste r Plan  2019 – 2038 for Etob icoke . The  
proposed  com m unity cen tre  deve lopm ent by the  Som ali Cen tre  for Culture  and  Recrea tion  
will be  an  im portan t local ne ighborhood and  regiona l am enity in  Etob icoke  tha t addresses the  
sign ifican t existing gap and  will encouragingly respond  to  the  m ore  than  four decades of 
advocacy by the  Som ali com m unity in  Toron to. 
 
For those m any reasons and  the  de ta iled  ana lysis p rovided  in  the  Feasib ility Study, I 
respectfu lly recom m end tha t the  Board  of Directors adopt a  positive  recom m endation  by 
proposing the  City of Toron to to  en te r in to  a  m utua lly beneficia l long-te rm  lease  with  the  
Som ali Centre  for Cultu re  and  Recrea tion . I hope  tha t upon  your recom m endation, we  will 
consider th is item  a t Toron to City Council and  approve  it a s an  im portan t city-bu ild ing 
priority. 
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Sincere ly, 
 

 
 
Cou n cillo r  Ja m e s Pa s t e rn a k  
Toronto - Ward  6, York Centre  - Downsview 
Chair, North  York Com m unity Council 


