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DISEASE IS DRIVING EXTINCTIONS
 Chytridiomycosis in amphibians, white nose 

syndrome in bats, facial tumors in Tasmanian 

devils

 COVID-19 WHO dashboard

 7,049,376 deaths worldwide since Jan 2020

 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza WOAH 

dashboard

 600+ million poultry died or culled 2005-2023

 Wild birds estimates – lacking data but many millions

 Huge potential for negative impacts on Antarctic

 Increased incidence in unusual species (+ mammals)

 Population and even species-level impact



THE WILDLIFE HEALTH TEAM
 Clerk & Supervisor

 Wildlife Care Keepers

 Lead Keepers

 Nutrition Science staff

 Veterinarians

 Veterinary Technicians

 Reproductive Science staff

 Welfare Science staff

 Species Recovery staff



UNDER DIRECT HUMAN CARE

Sadiki and Charlie



1984



2011

2024



EASTERN MASSASAUGA RATTLESNAKES

 Protected status in Canada (Carolinian DU)

 Conservation program in Ontario since 1980s

 Disease Risk Analysis for reintroductions

 Radio-transmitters



FUTURE PLANS: BEST PRACTICE 

ZOOLOGICAL MEDICINE
 Senior Veterinarian

 Equipment

 Nutrition and holistic healthcare

 Preventive Medicine Program

 Training Programs

 Conference



FUTURE PLANS: EDUCATE AND 

AMAZE OUR GUESTS



FUTURE PLANS: TWO-EYED SEEING



FUTURE PLANS: BEING SUSTAINABLE
 Browse

 Absolute requirement

 Off-site provision complex

 Develop on site, on show

 Wildlife co-existence

 Not pest eradication



FUTURE PLANS: CONSERVATION 

SCIENCE RESEARCH PORTFOLIO
 Conservation breeding and disease

 Genetic technologies

 Sentinel site

 Nutrition

 Capacity building

 Biobanking

 One Health

 Large-scale grant-funded project
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