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February 19, 2025 

Toronto City Council 
City of Toronto 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON  
M5H 2N2 
 
RE : TE20.6 - 250 Dundas Street West - Official Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment - Approval 
 
Mayor Chow and City Councillors, 
 
Our HousingNowTO.com civic-tech and affordable housing volunteers from Toronto-East York – 
have actively watched the City Planning processes for the property at 250 Dundas Street West 
over the past half-a-decade, and fully support the revised 57-Storey proposal as presented to 
you today. 
 

 
 
In particular, we would like to draw attention to the improved affordable rental housing 
outcomes that are now being delivered on this site located near St. Patrick subway station at 
Dundas and University. 
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As described in the staff report and the Affordable Housing Terms of Reference  - the 
"Affordable Rental" deal is a mix of different programs an policies over the last five-years. 
 
The old Section-37 deal from 2020 was for 26 x affordable rental apartments (at that time, 
consisting of 19 one-bedroom, and 6 two-bedroom units) for 31 x affordable bedrooms. 
 
That has now been reshuffled in the unit mix to align with the City of Toronto's preference for 
more larger family-sized units. It is now 19 x affordable rental apartments (consisting of 4 
studio units, 8 one-bedroom units, 4 two-bedroom units, and 3 three-bedroom units) for 29 x 
affordable bedrooms out of the old Section-37 deal from 2020. 
 
Now with the added density via greater height, a relaxed tower floorplate - and the reduction in 
the "Office Replacement" requirement, the developers are providing the City with another 15 x 
additional affordable rental apartments (consisting of 2 studio units, 6 one-bedroom units, 4 
two-bedroom units, and 3 three-bedroom units) for 25 x net new affordable bedrooms being 
added to the old original Section-37 deal. 
 
FEB 2025 – AFFORDABLE RENTAL HOUSING COUNTS  

AFFORDABLE 
RENTAL UNIT TYPE UNIT COUNT  

BEDROOM 
COUNT  TOTAL BEDS / BEDROOMS  

STUDIO 6 0 6 

ONE-BEDROOM 14 1 14 

TWO-BEDROOM 8 2 16 

THREE-BEDROOM 6 3 18 

GRAND TOTAL 34   54 
 
Therefore, the new TOTAL on Affordable Rental apartment delivery at 250 Dundas Street West 
is now 34 units out of 719 total apartments, or this is an approx. ~5% of R-GFA deal, with a total 
of 54 affordable bedrooms – with all units appears to be under a 99-year term of affordability. 
 
This is a solid deal – and we would encourage all city councillors and city planners to use this 
affordable rental agreement at 250 Dundas Street West as a repeatable template for future 
employment/office conversions to residential apartments agreements, and to transparently 
share the terms & conditions of each of these individual agreements as both stand alone PDF 
reports in TMMIS – and as trackable, standardized OPEN DATA shared on the City of Toronto 
Open Data portal. 
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We also encourage city councillors to enable and encourage these kinds of redevelopments in 
their wards to facilitate the creation of net-new affordable housing units within larger market-
rate developments in major transit station areas (MTSAs).  
 
As always, our open data and civic-tech volunteers are happy to answer any questions that 
councillors or city staff may have on affordable-housing development best practices – and how 
to make most effective use of Transit-Oriented Lands to help alleviate Toronto’s rental-housing 
crisis. 
 
Yours, 

 
Mark J. Richardson 
Technical Lead – HousingNowTO.com 
 
Attached 

Appendix ‘A’ – Attachment 7: Affordable Housing Terms of Reference (*as extracted from the STAFF REPORT) 
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Appendix ‘A’ – Attachment 7: Affordable Housing Terms of Reference (*as extracted from the STAFF REPORT) 
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