May 5, 2025

Economic and Community Development Committee
City of Toronto

100 Queen Street West

Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

RE: Agenda Item EC20.1 - Community-Initiated Programming Policy

Dear Mayor Chow and Members of the Economic and Community Development
Committee,

On behalf of Friends of Christie Pits Park (FCPP), | am writing to express our strong support
for the City’s efforts to create a more equitable, accessible permitting framework for
community-initiated programming in parks—particularly as it relates to the use of public
wood-fired ovens.

Over the past decade, our volunteer-run group has hosted countless free events that help
foster a sense of connection, belonging, and care in Christie Pits Park. One of the most
powerful—and joyful—forms of community engagement we’ve experienced is gathering
around food. The ability to cook and share meals in a public setting using a wood-fired oven
offers rich opportunities for cultural exchange, celebration, and collective nourishment.

However, under current City policies, the process to regularly access and use these ovens
remains costly and overly complex for grassroots groups. Permit and insurance fees
present significant barriers to participation—particularly for volunteer-led initiatives that
offer free programming to the public.

We commend the City for recognizing the importance of community-initiated programming
in public spaces through Agenda Item EC20.1. To ensure the policy achieves its intended
goals, we respectfully request the following amendments and commitments be
incorporated:

e Waive all permit and insurance fees for volunteer-led groups offering free parks
programming—especially where the use of public wood-fired ovens is concerned.

o Simplify the permit process to ensure that community groups can regularly access
ovens and other park infrastructure without unnecessary administrative burdens.



e Amend the motion to require staff to report back to Council in six months,
providing an update on how the policy is working in practice, including its
accessibility, uptake, and equity impacts.

e Ensure that oven use is documented by location and permit and published
through the City’s Open Data portal. This transparency will help identify where the
policy is enabling positive outcomes and where adjustments may be needed.

These additions will not only improve implementation but also demonstrate the City’s
commitment to data-informed, accountable, and community-centred policy development.

At Christie Pits Park, we know how much can grow from a single spark—whether it’s a loaf
of bread in the oven, or a neighbourly connection made over a shared meal. We hope this
policy will allow those sparks to flourish throughout the city.

Thank you for your leadership and your dedication to fostering vibrant, inclusive, and
accessible public spaces.

Truly,

Jode Roberts

Co-Chair, Friends of Christie Pits Park
joderoberts@gmail.com
647.456.9752
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