The New Toronto Initiative (NTI)
The South Etobicoke Community Association
residents@newtorontoinitiative.ca

Date: June 17, 2025

Toronto City Council Executive Committee
City Hall

100 Queen Street West

Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Email: exc@toronto.ca

Re: Agenda ltem EX24.4 — Leveraging City-Owned Real Estate to Support City Council
Objectives — Long Term Financial Plan Update

Dear Mayor Chow and Members of the Executive Committee,

We write on behalf of The New Toronto Initiative (NTI) to express our deep concern
regarding the city’s current direction on the use of city-owned land, specifically as
outlined in Agenda Item EX24.4 with respect to the removal and use of Green P Parking
Lots for Emergency Shelter & Affordable Housing in New Toronto.

While we fully support the need for equitable housing solutions across Toronto, the
proposed use of Green P parking lots at 66 Third Street, 120 Sixth Street, and 140 Fifth
Street for an emergency homeless shelter and affordable housing under the Toronto
Builds Policy Framework raises serious concerns for our community.

In our small neighbourhood of New Toronto, 62% of our public parking is being targeted
for removal to make way for these developments. This represents a highly
disproportionate impact on a lower-income area and raises real concerns about the
safety, equity, and livability of our community.

New Toronto already bears a significant share of Toronto’s housing responsibilities.
Over 64% of all Rent-Geared-to-Income (RGI) housing in South Etobicoke is located
here, and more than 27% of our overall housing stock is subsidized—figures that far
exceed citywide averages and the distribution found in surrounding communities.

The plan to convert Green P lots to an emergency shelter and affordable housing is not
only deeply flawed—it is, in our view, reckless. The proposed 50-80+ bed homeless
shelter at 66 Third Street is on residential land that is in active use (at 80% parking
utilization) and was not selected for its appropriateness, but rather due to the city’s
assessment that it was less financially valuable.

The proposed shelter would offer harm reduction supplies including needles and crack
pipes, and would be located within 100 metres of a playground and wading pool, a few
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hundred metres from two schools and daycares, and just 9 metres from a vulnerable
seniors’ residence already facing daily issues related to drug activity and crime.
Residents have reported finding drug paraphernalia in local parks, and have had to alter
their routes or avoid individuals using substances near public libraries, church lawns,
and community gathering places. According to the city’s own data, nearly 50% of shelter
users experience addiction or mental health challenges. Introducing a facility of this
nature in a neighbourhood already grappling with such pressures, without adequate
planning or supports, is not only ill-advised—it is unjustified by any data or policy we
have seen.

The proposed site fails to meet basic shelter standards. At under 10,000 square feet, it
is a fraction of the size required to run safe and effective programming and to give
residents a comfortable place to reside. It is situated on a residential side street, not a
main thoroughfare, and lacks access to higher-order transit—clearly contradicting the
city’s own Avenues Study and other guiding policy documents. This is not coordinated
planning; it is expediency at the expense of good governance.

We also urge Council to consider the availability of other land options. Using city-owned
land is not the only path forward. To cite one example, part of the 66 Third Street (9,246
sq ft) was donated to the city by a business owner more than 25 years ago for the
express purpose of supporting local business parking. Meanwhile, the city has invested
in larger and more appropriate parcels elsewhere:

« 2535 Gerrard St. E (36,511 sq ft) was purchased for $8.9 million in November 2024
« 4717 Lawrence Ave. E (39,633 sq ft) was acquired in 2019 for $2.9 million

« 101 Placer Crt (40,784 sq ft) was purchased for $5.25 million

« 1220 Wilson Ave. was purchased in 2015 for $2.75 million and remains vacant

« 1615 Dufferin St. was purchased in December 2024 for $9.1 million

The differences in size and investment reflect a more deliberate planning process in
other areas. Simply selecting Green P lots off a map without adequate consideration
does not serve the city or the communities affected.

Removing these lots would also severely damage our local economy. These 131
parking spaces (out of a total 209 in New Toronto) serve a critical function. They
support restaurants, grocery stores, barbershops, salons, and park visitors who rely on
vehicle access—especially seniors, families, and individuals with mobility challenges. A
62.7% loss of parking in a transit-poor neighbourhood would directly threaten the
viability of local businesses, discourage investment, and significantly impact
accessibility.

Moreover, there is no clear plan to manage the additional density this development
would bring. There is no mention of added support for schools, public safety, traffic
calming, or green space. Development cannot occur in a vacuum. It must be met with
the infrastructure and social balance needed to maintain a healthy, inclusive
neighbourhood.



It is neither fair nor sustainable to continue increasing supportive and RGI housing in a
community that already carries more than its share. Over-concentrating shelters and
supportive housing undermines the goal of integrated communities and harms both
existing and future residents.

The selection of the 66 Third Street site was made without consultation or transparency.
More concerning, there has been pattern of misrepresentation and a failure to follow the
City's typical processes.

In good faith, NTI submitted five alternative sites for the shelter, each more aligned with
the city’s own Toronto Shelter and Support Services (TSSS) guidelines. These sites
featured better zoning, more space, and less direct impact on schools, seniors, and
community services, and would have minimized the foreseeable commercial losses to
our local businesses. Yet, all were dismissed without explanation.

There was no regional equity analysis, no community meeting, and no impact
assessment released to the public. This has left our neighbourhood feeling used—not
chosen for its suitability, but for its perceived inability to object. That is not equitable city-
building. That is marginalization by convenience.

We respectfully ask that the Committee remove 66 Third Street, 120 Sixth Street, and
140 Fifth Street from the list of proposed development sites under this item. In
opposition to the planned shelter at 66 Third Street, more than 2,700 residents have
signed a petition calling on City Council to reconsider and pursue a more appropriate
location.

Mayor Chow, we call on you to direct TSSS staff to take another look for a more
suitable location to support the homeless. Councillor Morley we urge you to advocate
for New Toronto, protect our community from the harm that this location will cause, and
locate supportive housing in a less sensitive area of the Ward.

Thank you for your time and attention. Without a change in course, we may be forced to
pursue other avenues, both legal and political, to save our community.

Sincerely,

The New Toronto Initiative (NTI)
residents@newtorontoinitiative.ca



mailto:residents@newtorontoinitiative.ca

