Councillor Toronto City Hall

Ja mes m PaSte rna k City Hall, 100 Queen St. West, 29 Floor, A22

Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2
York Centre

September 16, 2025

Subject: Implementation of a Permanent Memorial Program Utilizing Engraved Steel Braces on
Utility Poles

Dear Members of the Infrastructure and Environment Committee,

This motion seeks to inquire about potential opportunities for the City of Toronto to implement a
permanent roadside memorial program that would act as an alternative to the current guidelines on
makeshift roadside memorials which must adhere to Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 743-19.
Memorials in streets.

There is an existing Commemorative Tree and Park Bench program that allows for the public to provide
a permanent tribute to loved ones who have passed away. However, this initiative does not fulfill the
request of many who wish to commemorate the victims of traffic-related fatalities near the site of the
collision. Makeshift roadside memorials cannot always be properly maintained by the City or community
members, and requests for a commemorative tree or bench at the site of the collision are not applicable
due to no existing space for trees, benches, or memorial plaques within proximity to the site of the
incident.

Several municipalities and governing bodies have incorporated policies that allow for the permanent
installation of roadside memorials on city property where permitted. In 2008, the City of Calgary
adopted the Honour a Loved One (HALO) program which permits the installation of engraved memorial
steel bands wrapped on a streetlight or traffic signal pole at or near the scene of traffic-related fatalities.
A roadside marker program in partnership with MADD Canada also exists for individuals who fell victim
to a vehicle collision related drug and/or alcohol impairment on provincial highways.

It is recommended that:

The Infrastructure and Environment Committee recommends that City Council direct the General
Manager, Transportation Services, to review feasibility and sustainability options for a permanent
roadside memorial program that incorporates engraved steel brace materials and report to the
Environment and Infrastructure Committee by the first quarter of 2026 with an update.
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