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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Toronto City Council

c/o Deputy Mayor Ausma Malik
100 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Re: Supporting MM34.9 — Rehabilitating the Amsterdam Bridge at Harbourfront Centre
Dear Mayor Chow, Deputy Mayor Malik, and Members of Council,

On behalf of the East Waterfront Community Association (EWCA), representing residents in East
Bayfront, one of Toronto’s most vibrant and rapidly developing waterfront communities, | write in
strong support of Motion MM34.9: “Rehabilitating Amsterdam Bridge at Harbourfront Centre,”
advanced by Deputy Mayor Ausma Malik and seconded by Councillor Alejandra Bravo.

As someone whose family heritage includes Dutch ancestry, this bridge holds a personal resonance.
For many in our community, it also serves as a reminder of Toronto’s growth as a global city — proud of
its inclusive ethos and international ties.

We urge Council to waive referral and allow this motion to proceed directly, which will prevent
unnecessary delays, as a two-thirds vote is required.

Restoration is especially vital in anticipation of major tourism and civic celebrations (including the FIFA
World Cup), when the bridge will be a remembrance for guests.

The story of the Amsterdam Bridge is about more than steel and cable — it is, for many of us, about the
moments and memories created on its span.

Let us seize this moment not only to restore infrastructure, but to renew the spirit of international
goodwill that inspired these twin bridges in the first place.

We urge City Council to demonstrate leadership and vision by supporting Motion MM34.9 to
rehabilitate the Amsterdam Bridge at Harbourfront Centre, waiving referral so that construction may
begin without further delay. This project is shovel-ready, fully funded, and will deliver direct, lasting
impact on Toronto’s residents, economy, and global profile.

On behalf of the East Waterfront Community Association, we thank Deputy Mayor Malik, Councillor
Bravo, City staff, and our community partners for leadership and collaboration on this initiative. Let’s
bring the Amsterdam Bridge back to life for summer 2026 — and for generations to come.

Respectfully,
W%
Michael Bethke

President, East Waterfront Community Association
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