"]m T“““NI“ REPORT FOR ACTION

Advancing Local Infrastructure Improvements in
Liberty Village in Advance of the FIFA World Cup 2026

Date: October 03, 2025
To: Toronto and East York Community Council

From: Director, Planning, Design and Management, Transportation Services
Wards: 10 - Spadina - Fort York

SUMMARY

On June 5, 2025, Toronto and East York Community Council requested Transportation

Services, in consultation with the Liberty Village Business Improvement Area, Toronto

Hydro, and any other relevant divisions and agencies, to provide an update on the

status and sources of funding for the infrastructure improvements identified as priorities

for action in the Liberty Village Public Realm Strategy, including:

e sidewalk installations on the west side of the neighbourhood;

e geometric safety improvements at key neighbourhood intersections;

e options to expedite boulevard upgrades at 65-85 East Liberty Street; and

e options to improve the pedestrian experience by re-assessing boulevard parking on
East Liberty Street.

This report also provides updates on lighting upgrades and an improved maintenance
plan for the King/Liberty pedestrian bridge and elevators.

This report was prepared following consultation with relevant City divisions. Staff have
and will continue to engage with the Liberty Village Business Improvement Area,
Toronto Hydro, and other parties as required on an item-by-item basis throughout
design and installation processes.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Director, Planning, Design and Management, Transportation Services recommends
that:

1. Toronto and East York Community Council receive this report for information.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There are no financial implications for the 2025 budget year resulting from the
recommendations included in this report.
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DECISION HISTORY

On June 5, 2025, Toronto and East York Community Council requested staff to provide
an update on the status of local infrastructure improvements identified as priorities for
action in the Liberty Village Public Realm Strategy.
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2025.TE23.62

On October 9 and 10, 2024, City Council adopted Liberty Village Traffic Action Plan
Update, including short and medium-term actions to be completed before FIFA World
Cup 2026.

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2024.TE16.56

On April 17, 2024, City Council endorsed the Liberty Village Public Realm Strategy,
including the Liberty Village Neighbourhood Streets Plan and directed staff to report
back to the Toronto and East York Community Council in the third quarter of 2024 on a
funding and implementation strategy in the leadup to the FIFA World Cup 2026.
https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2024.TE12.16

COMMENTS

The Liberty Village Public Realm Strategy, including a Neighbourhood Streets Plan and
Parking Study, was developed to address the need for public realm improvements in the
Liberty Village area. In April 2024, City Council endorsed the Liberty Village Public
Realm Strategy. The Strategy outlines principles, guidelines, and an implementation
strategy to create a well-connected, walkable, attractive, safe, functional, and
accessible public realm. The Streets Plan component recommends measures to
improve safety and mobility for all road users. Recommended changes include
installation of traffic calming measures, intersection safety improvements, sightline
improvements, conversion of boulevard parking to new sidewalk or other public realm
improvements, and new sidewalks. While many of the recommendations in the Strategy
will be used to evaluate current and future development applications, the City is also
taking action to implement the Strategy through City-led capital works and other
initiatives on City-owned lands.

The Liberty Village Traffic Action Plan outlined next steps for implementation of changes
on existing public streets and short, medium, and long-term actions. The Traffic Action
Plan was adopted by City Council in October 2024 (2024.TE16.56).

The following section provides updates on the status of street design and traffic
operations improvements identified as priorities for action in the Liberty Village Public
Realm Strategy and Traffic Action Plan.

Geometric Safety Improvements at Key Neighbourhood Intersections

The Liberty Village Traffic Action Plan prioritized three locations for implementation of
geometric safety improvements with quick-build materials prior to the FIFA World Cup
2026:
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e Atlantic Avenue and Liberty Street: curb extensions and curb radius reductions using
paint and flexible bollards, zebra crosswalk markings, tactile walking surface
indicator, and a painted lane buffer.

e East Liberty Street and Hanna Avenue: curb extensions and curb radii reductions
using paint and flexible bollards, zebra crosswalk markings, and a painted lane
buffer.

e East Liberty Street and Pirandello Street: curb extensions and curb radii reductions
using paint and flexible bollards, and zebra crosswalk markings.

Implementation of the changes at the above locations are anticipated by Fall 2025,
pending weather conditions and contractor workload management.

Boulevard Upgrades at 65-85 East Liberty Street

The boulevard space at 65-85 East Liberty Street will be upgraded from sod to
interlocking brick to accommodate increased pedestrian volumes, matching the design
of completed boulevard retrofits on the north side of East Liberty, both in front and west
of Liberty Village Park.

Boulevard construction is scheduled to begin mid-October and expected to be
completed by November 2025.

Sidewalks, Pedestrian Experience, and Boulevard

A key goal in the Liberty Village Public Realm Strategy is to improve connectivity,
safety, and accessibility for pedestrians by providing complete sidewalk coverage and
reducing conflicts between road users.

The Public Realm Strategy and Streets Plan identified location of missing sidewalks,
and proposed removal of off-street boulevard parking to be replaced by sidewalks or
other public realm improvements.

The goal of the City's Missing Sidewalk Program is to install sidewalks on all roadways
where they are missing, primarily through the inclusion of sidewalk construction with
scheduled state-of-good-repair road work. There is currently no planned road work in
Liberty Village prior to the FIFA World Cup 2026 that could be scoped to include
sidewalk and public realm improvements.

As part of the Liberty Village Traffic Action Plan, staff conducted a preliminary desktop
feasibility review to determine whether new sidewalks could be installed through
standalone projects prior to the FIFA World Cup 2026. Two sections of new sidewalks
were identified for potential implementation in 2025 in advance of the FIFA World Cup
2026:
¢ On Mowat Avenue (between Liberty Street and King Street West, on west side
where there is currently no sidewalk, there is existing sidewalk on the east side); and
e On Atlantic Avenue (40m missing sidewalk on west side of south end of the street
that would connect to existing sidewalk to the north).
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Further detailed on-site feasibility review identified challenges on both segments which
prevented standalone sidewalk installation to be undertaken before FIFA World Cup
2026.

Mowat Avenue, west side, between King Street West to Liberty Street

The anticipated delivery mechanism for the segment of missing sidewalk on the west
side of Mowat Avenue was the City's General Maintenance Contract. That delivery
mechanism has since been deemed not appropriate given engineering survey,
subsurface utility engineering (SUE) investigations and design requirements identified
during detailed on-site feasibility review. Engineering challenges include the
requirement for a retaining structure to manage grade changes, utility impacts, and a
custom surface treatment for orphaned boulevard space.

This segment of Mowat Avenue currently has approximately 51 commercial boulevard
permit parking spaces on the west side of street. The boulevard permit parking holder
has contacted the City to express their lack of support for having boulevard parking
permits revoked.

Staff recommend advancing a permanent sidewalk on the west side of this segment of
Mowat Avenue as part of future state-of-good-repair road work to allow for a full detailed
design process, incorporating various streetscape elements (i.e. grass boulevard, tree
plantings), that will create a much more vibrant public space and will minimize disruption
to the community. The detailed design process that will be required to achieve a new
permanent sidewalk can also consider the feasibility of matching the design of
boulevard parking that is accommodated on Mowat Avenue, west side, south of Liberty
Street.

In the interim, staff are reviewing options to convert the existing asphalt boulevard into a
temporary sidewalk on west side of street, using pavement markings. Options are being
reviewed to see if it is possible to retain some boulevard permit parking capacity with
the addition of a temporary sidewalk on the west side, such as by introducing parallel or
diagonal boulevard parking configuration.

Atlantic Avenue between Liberty Street and rail (west side)

The south end of Atlantic Avenue, including sidewalk area, has been encompassed
within the Ontario Line construction zone with no public access. A new sidewalk will be
constructed by Metrolinx as part of the Ontario Line project. The opening date is
targeted for 2030-2031.

Other Missing Sidewalks

Missing sidewalks in Liberty Village will continue to be programmed based on bundling
opportunities with the state-of-good-repair roadwork and/or pursued through
redevelopment sites. In most cases, removal of boulevard parking will be required to
install sidewalks.

Other Missing Sidewalk locations are:

e Liberty Street from Dufferin Street to Hanna Avenue is tentatively programmed for
road resurfacing in the near term. There are three sections of Liberty Street with
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existing sidewalk only on one side of the street. These missing sidewalk gaps are
recommended to be installed as part of the road resurfacing project:

e Liberty Street from Mowat Avenue to Dufferin Street (north side);

e Liberty Street from Pardee Avenue to Fraser Avenue (south side); and

e Liberty Street from Atlantic Avenue to Jefferson Avenue (south side).

e Jefferson Avenue from Liberty Street to End (east side).
e Local road with existing sidewalk on west side.
e Recommendation is to deliver new sidewalk with future road work on Jefferson
Avenue or require it to be built through future development.

¢ Mowat Avenue from Liberty Street to End (east side).
e Local road with existing sidewalk on west side.
e Recommendation is to deliver new sidewalk with future road work or require it to
be built through future development.

e Pardee Avenue from Liberty Street to End (both sides).
e Local road with no sidewalk on either side.
e Recommendation is to deliver new sidewalk on east or west side of Pardee
Avenue with future road work or require it to be built through future
development.

Lighting Upgrades

The Liberty Village Public Realm Strategy provides a vision for high-quality

streetscapes, open spaces and right-of-way connections, including principles and

guidelines related to lighting:

e pedestrian-scale lighting along midblock connections;

e improved lighting at gateways, areas along the east-west Toronto Police Services
lane; and adjacent to Lamport Stadium Park; and

e appropriate lighting on building facades to animate and illuminate the street.

Staff will review all current and future development applications against the Liberty
Village Public Realm Strategy, including guidelines related to lighting upgrades. For
pedestrian scale lighting, the City performs repairs and upgrades on a case by case
basis. There is currently no planned pedestrian scale lighting work in the Liberty Village
area.

Toronto Hydro has recently performed LED upgrades for streetlighting in the Liberty

Village area.

e 2020: upgraded all of the roadway lighting in the area to LED to ensure RP-8
standards are being met.

e 2023: Vision Zero lighting project and upgrading roadway lighting to LED along King
Street West between Jefferson Avenue and Dowling Avenue.

Toronto Hydro has no major upgrades planned in the Liberty Village area for the coming
years as the area is already largely complying with current standards due to previous
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upgrade work. Toronto Hydro will continue to conduct lighting assessments in response
to spot improvement requests from residents and make upgrades when warranted.

Improved Maintenance Plan for the King-Liberty Pedestrian Cycle Bridge
and Elevators

Transportation Services staff visit the King-Liberty Pedestrian Cycle Bridge and
Elevators daily, Monday to Friday as part of regular operational duties.

If cleaning is required or graffiti is present, front-line staff address it immediately.

If staff observe members of the unhoused community loitering in the corridor or
elevators, they contact their respective Supervisor, who will have the issue escalated to
appropriate City staff within Transportation Services, Streets-to-Home or Toronto Police
Services.

Transportation Services recently worked with Corporate Real Estate Management

(CREM) and Customer Experience divisions to make improvements to how the City

receives and responds to service requests for this bridge:

e 311 service request problem codes were expanded to include King-Liberty
Pedestrian Cycle bridge

e 311 elevator repair requests now result in a Priority 1 investigation (24 hours) by the
on duty or standby (if weekend or after-hours) Transportation Services staff. Actual
repair time will vary depending on the nature of the repair, contractor and material
availability

e Signage is posted on the affected elevator to notify the public of the outage and 311
is kept updated on the status of the elevators, which is also reflected on the 311
public facing knowledge base webpage: King-Liberty Pedestrian/Cycle Bridge -
Elevators Maintenance - City of Toronto

e CREM has a call centre for which emergency service requests, including elevator
maintenance, can be placed by City staff. Once a work order ticket is created with
CREM, it will then be directed to a third-party elevator contractor to perform the work
in a timely manner. Repair time will vary based on the complexity of the issue and
parts availability.

Other Safety Improvements

Other measures that have been implemented include:

e Three speed humps have been installed on Western Battery Road, between East
Liberty Street and Pirandello Street.

e The standing prohibition on the north side of East Liberty Street, east of Pirandello
Street, has been extended to improve sightlines for motorists exiting form 50-54 East
Liberty Street.

¢ New or refreshed pavement markings have been installed at the following locations:
e Liberty St/ Dufferin St: refreshed stop bars and zebra markings.

e Liberty St/ Jefferson Ave: refreshed stop bars and crosswalks.
e Atlantic Ave / Snooker St: added zebra marking on the east leg.
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e Hanna Ave / Snooker St: refreshed stop bars and crosswalks; added zebra
marking.
e Lynn Williams St/ East Liberty St: added zebra markings.

CONTACT

Michelle Berquist, Manager of Area Transportation Planning
Transportation Services
416-338-7139, michelle.berquist@toronto.ca

SIGNATURE

Jacquelyn Hayward
Director, Planning, Design and Management
Transportation Services
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