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3.1 Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

Description of Hls.torfc Place 

_,. ........... _ .... 
"" -··-··· .. ·-· .. ··-., 

Historic Yonge Street Heritage Conservation District is a Station Fat Charles Street East on the east side of Yonge 

distinct mixed-use neighbourhood located in downtovm Street The centre line of Grosvenor Street on the west side 

Toronto. It runs north-south for approximately seven of Yonge Street and Maitland Street on the east side of Yonge 

city blocks around a portion of Yonge Street and serves Street mart< the southern boundary. Its western and eastern 

important civic and commercial functions in the city. ft boundaries generalty run parallel to Yonge Street along a 

includes St. Nicholas Village, a historic residential area historic network of servke laneways, except along its western 

associated v.rith Yonge Street. and portions of a historic edge where it includes St Nicholas Streef and parts of st. 

netvrork of seMCe laneways. The District contains a cohesive Joseph Street and Irwin Avenue - an area referred to as St. 

grouping of built heritage resources that provide a distinct Nicholas Village. The fufl right-of-way of public laneways have 

sense of place and represent Toronto's early and mid· been incruded within the boundary. as has the full right-of-way 

century architectural vernacular. of St. Nicholas Street The District has recently seen growth 

The boundary limits run along property lines and include 

Ule full right-of-way of Yonge Street in front of any property 

within the boundary. The Districfs northern boundary is 

the full right-of-way of Charles Street West on the west side 

of Yonge Streel and the north lot line of the former Postal 

through the addition of mixed-use developments, including tall 

buildings. It is expected that HYHCD will continue to evotve 

and grow. while conserving the cuftural heritage value of the 

District, including tile historic streehva/1 along Yonge Street 

fian 1Z: ~P9-~lrcal'W!28 l!om lh!! 118~ eclbta cl lll!Albsol !!1tCityol l11t01110 llldSilbu,bs, pdil~l>l'Olwfll GOJC!. The 1A11®11Ulet<11111S1cycl lhe ltsl«II: 
'fon~ IC has btllll~ 1111n11ple. 

"''" ,a: Plln ot Ille 0ty nf Ltie'tfl ol TOfCIIIO, 51,j~ Md~ • 1 &-12 !f/ J-Ca11t. The .. lfllltn !IOlllt ~!IT IIIDCN5'011 of Park Lolnlld the llilftlSt dm'fbplll!,. .s ~ SllldV 
AttatClf'ol toiORIO AICllimSI Anf'lll!,)lirJn ffllal!S I~ olllP'OlltH<llt I~ o! It. ltltol'ICVOl'lgt Sired HCO 
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of Cultural Heritage Value 

The District started to develop in 1860 as a pastoral &alldscape 

of large private estates that were gradually subdivided and 

sold-off, laying the foundation for a densely developed urban 

neighbourhood. Development in the area was encouraged by 

Yonge Street itself. which was planned as a key transportation 

route by Lt Governor John Graves Simcoe. 

Yonge Street's importance as a transportation route was 

reinforced by successive waves at transportation investment 

that culminated in the construction at Canada's first subvray 

line. which opened in 1954 and runs beneath the District. PublK: 

investment in transportation helped to ensure a constant flow at 

people through the neighbourhood. and the District evolved as 

a commercial main street that sewed neighbouring residential 

areas and commuters vmo passed through it. 

The District is valued for its commercial main street character 

which is expressed, in part, by mixed-use and commercial 

buildings that housed the services, ameoiDes, and employment 

opportunities to support daily life in neighbouring residential 

areas. St Nicholas Village, and the residential buildings within 

it.. reflects this historic relationship and reioforoes tile 

District's sense of place. 

Historical development o1 Yonge Street in the early 20th 

century added entertainment venues to its role as a 

commercial destination. The former His Majesty's Theatre at 

780 Yonge street. tor instance, later became a dance studio 

and drama school tor the emerging Canadian ballet and 

theatre scene. from the post·war period until the 1960s. 

Once the subway opened in 1954, building technology and 

developmellt patterns changed. This change is reflected in 

the scale of marry modern buildings surrounding the District. 

Buildings that contn'bute to the District's cultural heritage 

value share certain characteristics in terms of their scale. 

height, orientation, and frontage width. They display a range 

o1 architectural styles that are appropriate to the time they 

were bu ill The historic network of laneways also contribute 

to the cultural heritage value of tile District and are a valued 

element ol its landscape. Together, these buildings, and the 
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laneways that con11ect them, give the District the feeling of 

being an enclave within Toronto's downtown. Approximately 

90% of its buildings were built between 1860 and 1954. a 

period ot significance when the District's commercial main 

street character was established and flourished. 

During this 1period Yonge Street also devek>ped an important 

CMc purpo~ within Toronto. coming to serve as its Main 

Street, a role which is evidenced by the numerous parades, 

demonstrations. and spontaneous celebrations and gatherings 

that llave taken place along the strip. These events. many 

of which are annual and ongoing, are associated with the 

District for having passed through it. The civic importance 

of Yonge Street is recognized as an important component of 

the Oistrict's cultural heritage value but one that is primarily 

associative, and not material, in nature. 

As the District and the area around it developed. it attracted a 

number of important fraternal and professional organizations, 

including: the Masons (601-613 Yonge Street): the Oddfellows' 

fraternal organization (450 Yonge Street): and. the Canadian 
Order of foresters (22 College Street}. A number of buildings 

in the District are also associated with important architects, 

including: Samuel G. Curry, Richard Ou~. Mathers & 

HaJdenby, Wtekson & Gregg, George Gouink>ck, Dick & 

Wicks.on, J . Gibbs Morton. and E.J. Lennox. 

fi,m 15: 1915 2 ~kii;lnph shoflnnq lht CIX!Sb'utllOII al C::lmda's Im SIii!"" line. Th15, •to .as~ easl ~ V'WiJ! St~ bttwt11en Olllklllnald 8dd GIO:ll:l!Slet wtt'!'s, loObllf 
not1!1 t0 1to! TorGlllO Alttwtt. rotm 11a Si,ries381.Nt 78} 



 
 
 
 

.2 District Heritage Attributes 

The cultural heritage value of the District is expressed by 

the follovnng hen1age attributes that collectively derive 

from contributing properties within the District: 

The scale of the streetwaf/ o1 contributing properties in 
the District, which typicaltij range between 2·4 storeys 

The three-dimensional character of contributing 
properties, as articulated by their heigh~ massing, and 
frontage width 

Small setbacks, frmm the front lot line, of buildings 
within St. Nicholas Village character sut>-area which 
create small front yards that contribute to a more open 
residential character 

Consistent streetwa//restilting from buildings fronting 
onto Yonge Street typically built to the lot line, without 
setbacks 

The fine grain of narrow property frontages, generally 
between 3-7 metres, at regular intemls along Yonge 
Street, and along some side streets intersecting with 
Yonge Street 

The fine-grained verticaJ rhythm of narrow storefronts 
along the consistent streetscape; frontages of larger 
historic buildings are divided into bays, maintaining 
the predominant rhythm o1 narrow store1ronts 

Recessed entrance doorways, vlflich in some cases 
include flanking showcase windows 

Building fa~ades that are g,eneralty constructed vnth 
brick, stone, and wood detailing 
The f~ades of contributing properties that display a 
variety o1 building features including, but not limited 
to cornices, entablatllres, pilasters, soffits, punched 
windows, and thei:r surrounds 

High-quality desig:n and craftsmanship exflibited in 
contributing propetties 

The higher percentage of glazing on ground floor 
fa~ades along Yonge Street, relative to upper floors, 
that demarcates a retail use at-grade and residential 
and/or commercial uses in upper floors 

The consistent percentage o1 glazing bietV1een ground 
and upper floors on the primary elevation of residential 
contributing properties, showing a comistent use and 
function betV1een ground and upper floors 

Mixed-use and commercial buildings that typically have flat 
roofs, or roo1s sloped tovrards tile street that the building 
fronts onto 

House·form buikfings typically have sloped roo1s, wflich 
includes a combination o1 roo1s sloped tovrards the street, 
and roofs sloped parallel to the street i:n the case o1 a 
dormer or central gable 

House·form buikfings that display a range o1 architectural 
styles most commonly: Gothic Revival, Second Empire, 
and Queen Anne 

Apartment buildings within St. Nicholas Village character 
suP.area that display Art Deco and Edvrardian architectural 
styles 

Mixed-use and commercial buildings that display a 
range of architectural styles, most commonty: Georgian, 
Italianate, Romanesque, and Second Empire 

Warehouses and commercial buildings fronting onto 
service laneways and side streets, such as those along St. 
Nicholas Street and Gloucester lane 

VteYIS tovrard prominent buikfings within the District as 
identified in this Plan 

Narrow public laneways that StJpport oommerc·ial 
operations along Yonge Street, and are used by 
pedestrians as a circulation networt 

The archaeolog'ical resources in the District as identified in 
this Plan 

Use, function and enjoyment o1 Yonge Street for the 
purpose of parades, demonstrations, celebrations and 
social gatherings 
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3.3 Statement of Objectives 

The overall objective of the Historic Yonge Street JiCO Plan is 
me protecuon, conservat10r. ana management 01 ns nemage 

attributes and contributing prope.rties so that the Oistricf s 

cultJJral heritage value is protected in the long4 term. The 

cultural heritage value o1 the District consists o1 its historic, 

associ.ltive, contextual. designfphysical. social and community 

values. The heritage attribllf!Sof the District include its built 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Conserve, maintain, and enhance the cultural heritage 

value o1 the District as txpressed through its heritage 

attributes, contributing properties, character sul:J-areas, 

public realm, and arch~ological resources. 

2. Ensure that new development and additions conserve, 
maintain and enhance lile cultural heritage value of the 

District and do not detract from it. 

3. Conserve, maintain and enhance the heritage attributes 
of those resources that contribute to the cultural heritage 

value of the District. 

4. Prevent the removal and demolition of the District's 

heritage attributes and ;ontn1Juting properties. 

s. Ensure that any aheratrons, includjng adaptive reuse, are 

compab1Jlewlth the District's culturol heritage value. 

6. Encourage improvemerts to the public realm tllat 

support the District's ongoing use by pedestrians as 

a transportation corridcr so that its historic role as a 
commercial main street and place of congregation is 
reinforced. 

7. Conserve the network of public lanevrays in the District. 

8. Conserve the historic rraio street character of the 

form, streetsaJpe, function, publicre.alm, and archaeological 

resources. 

Specific objectives ol this Plan are set out below. Although the 

folJowing objectives are numbered the numeric sequence does 

no1 establish a priority among the objectives. 

District, including its consistent streetwall and scale 

of contributing properties, and support the mixed 

commercial, retail, or residEntial uses that main streel 
character impfies. 

9. Conserve the lhtee-dimensifJnaJ integrity and form of the 

District's built heritage resrorces. 

10. Maintain the distinctive re-la:ionsh.ip between the 

residential character ol St fticholas Village character 

sub-a.re.a and the commerci.tl main streel character of 

Historic Yonge Street chara-;ter sub-area and conserve 

their unique and distinct characters. 

11. Conserve. maintain and enlnnce the values of the 

District in its role as a destination for civic assembly 

and use, such as for parades, demonstrations, and 

celebrations. 

12. Conserve contn1Juting properties, and Part IV 

designated properties. 

13. Conserve and protect the a,chaeo/ogical resources 

w1thm the u1stnct 

14. Conserve views from the p1:blic realm identified in this 

Plan. 
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