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Shaping the future of heritage 
The future of heritage depends on new voices, fresh perspectives, and creating opportunities Through the Emerging Historians program, 
for the next generation to share our city’s stories. Last year, 37 young professionals I gained new professional skills, mentorship, 
participated in the Emerging Historians program, building skills, confidence, and experience and plenty of Toronto-focused historical 
in the heritage and non-profit sectors. Through paid contracts, 22 Emerging Historians knowledge. Most importantly, I was able to 
from across the city developed and led more than 20 equity-focused tours and workshops, 

work directly with communities, help tell 
broadening representation in the stories of Toronto’s past, present, and future. 

their stories, and spark interest in the city’s 
heritage. The program has made a lastingThrough the Equity Heritage Initiative, we undertook multiple projects from digital experiences 

to an advocacy report, to new community partnership guidelines. We engaged with university impression on me and allowed me to pursue 
students to uncover stories of resilience and community in Toronto’s roller sports history and my long-standing passion for history. 
hired a full-time coordinator to support inclusive, community-centred heritage work. — Ela Gach 

2025 fnancials More of the Annual 
Report is online!Revenue Expenses 

City of Sponsorships Public Fundraising Read it now: 

$1,407,998 5%

18% 

4%

23%

50% 

Toronto Programs 

Communications 
11% 

16% 

10%64% 

$1,407,998 

Image credits 

Projects 
& Grants 

Donations 

Tickets 
Administration& Fees 

Images by Oscar Akamine, Hammad Khalil, andFinal 2025 Financial Statements, audited by Doane Grant Thornton, will be available at 
Jesse McDougall.heritagetoronto.org by May 1, 2026. 

Land acknowledgement 
Heritage Toronto is located on the traditional territory of the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee 

Confederacy, and the Anishinaabeg, including the Chippewa and the Mississaugas of the Credit. 

Today, Toronto is host to many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. Toronto is within the territory 

of the Dish with One Spoon Treaty which requires responsibility of those who use the land to share 

it peaceably and care for it. Heritage Toronto acknowledges this responsibility and recognizes the 

eforts of these nations in maintaining the land. 

Historic St. Lawrence Hall
157 King Street East 
3rd Floor
Toronto, ON M5C 1G9

416-338-1339

@heritagetoronto 

Heritage Toronto is a charity and arms-

length agency of the City of Toronto.
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https://heritagetoronto.org
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Supporters Thriving under pressure Supporters 
Thank-you to our 2025 supporters 
and heritage champions 

$10,000+ 

$5,000+ 
Anonymous 
Buttcon 
ERA Architects 
Exhibition Place 
H&R REIT 

$2,500+ 
Anonymous 
Diamond Schmitt Architects 
Alexandria Pike 
QuadReal Property Group 
St. Lawrence Neighbourhood 

Association 

$1,000+ 
Anonymous (2) 
The ArQuives 
Atwill-Morin 
Liza Chalaidopoulos 
Doris McCarthy Gallery 
Sharon Dowdall 
Gandy Charitable Foundation 
Gerrard India Bazaar BIA 
Mark E. Hallman 
Hellenic Heritage Foundation 
HomeEquity Bank 

Our organization is about people—those 
who shaped our city’s history and those who 
reflect on this history to make a meaningful 
contribution to the city’s future. Among 
this group are our supporters, Toronto City 
Council, community partners, and volunteers. 
Together, we have successfully faced rapid 
changes in the sector and achieved amazing 
results in our public programming. 

Over the last five years under the guidance 
of our outgoing Chair of the Board, Liza 
Chalaidopoulos, along with the efforts of our 
larger Heritage Toronto family, visits to digital 
programs grew 139% and website users are 
up 328%. We invested in audio technology 
and prioritized a low-fee model for our 
30-year-old Tours program, increasing 
its revenues by 200%. We expanded our 
commitment to accessible experiences 
for all Torontonians, launching the Equity 
Heritage Initiative and introducing free 
community event programming. Last year, 
free attendance accounted for 62% of all 
participants for our in-person programs. 

With thanks to Liza and all our supporters 
and partners, we will build on this foundation, 
ensuring the public impact of heritage 
programming soars. 
Allison Bain 
Executive Director 

As I end my role as Chair, I am grateful 
for the opportunity to reflect on the 
accomplishments of the last five years. Both 
tumultuous and triumphant, my term began 
with lockdowns and physical distancing. 
We both met these challenges and thrived, 
forging a path forward. 

I have been fortunate to experience the 
dedication of people in this organization— 
Allison, the staff, volunteers, and my fellow 
Board members. As a volunteer for eight 
years, I am proud to have worked alongside 
them in ensuring the diverse stories of 
Toronto’s people, places, and events are told. 

Although we faced increasing pressure on 
our work from those who would reassert 

Program highlights 
Last year, we built on our public programming, 
bringing Toronto’s stories to life through guided 
tours, community events, and new plaques 
across the city. We also marked a milestone 
with the 50th Annual Heritage Toronto Awards. 
With the support of our sponsors and donors, 
we highlighted the collective contributions of 
623 individuals and groups over the past five 
decades whose award-winning work has not 
only shaped the heritage sector, but also the 
very identity of Toronto. 

Across this work, we continued to broaden 
the stories represented in Toronto’s heritage 
landscape. Many of our tours, plaques, and 
other programs highlighted equity-centred 
narratives, bringing forward histories that 
have too often been overlooked. Together, 
these programs sparked important 
conversations and made heritage more 
relevant, inclusive, and accessible to Toronto’s 
diverse communities. 

89 Programs 
63 Tours 
19 Community events 
7 Digital experiences 

of programming 
featured equity50% narratives 38 new plaques installed, 

44% of plaques installed 
featured equity narratives 

5898 participants at 
our in-person 
events 

nominees at the 50th 
Annual Heritage Toronto60 Awards 

colonial narratives and undermine equity-
based perspectives, together we continued 
fact-based discussions and debates on our 
city’s heritage, while also taking delight and 
joy in the fun and sometimes silly aspects of 
Toronto’s history. 

While my time here has come to a close, I will 
continue to cheer Heritage Toronto on as an 
advocate, champion, and life-long supporter. 
Liza Chalaidopoulos 
Chair, Board of Directors 

Charlie Keil 
George Keroglidis 
Geof Kettel 
David H. Kincaid 
La Société d’histoire de Toronto 
Patricia and Duane Lakin-Thomas 
James Lane 
Matthew MacInnis 
Sophie Malek 
Flavio Marcocchio 
Naomi Mares 
Sophia Mavroidis 
Marjorie McLeod 
Ian R. Moore 
Richard Moorhouse and 

Jean Simonton 
Joseph Gary Myers 
Andrea Ng 
Lori Zucchiatti O’Neill 
Peter Ortved 
Phil Parkinson 
John and Maire Percy 
Brian Provini 
Ross Rennie 
Fred Robbins 
Gary Rogers 
Anthony Rubin 
Ida Seto and Jefry Mason 
Sandra Shaul and Christopher Varley 
David Siegel 
Ivor Simmons 
Cathy and Paul Singleton 
Judy Skinner 
Eric Slavens 
Rolande Smith 
Russell D. Smith 
Shareen Somani 
Spacing 
Bernardo and Ana Sztabinski 
TBLL Advocates 
Alan Thomas 
Toronto Journal 
UNICEF Canada 
University of Toronto Art Museum 
UXB Press 
Bruce Weber 

HRI Group 
KPMB Architects 
Patrick Martin 
Toronto Port Authority 

Stevens Burgess Architects 
UPtown Yonge BIA 
Urbanspace Property Group 
Grace Westcott 
York Heritage Properties 
Zeidler Architecture Inc. 

Humber Polytechnic 
Les Jones 
Suanne Kelman 
Margaret L. Marshall 
McCarthy Tétrault 
OYA Media Group 
Penguin Random House Canada 
Raymond James Canada Foundation 
Colin Smillie 
Sam Trigila 

$200+ 
Anonymous (4) 
Elizabeth Adams 
Francine Antoniou 
The Beach and East Toronto 

Historical Society 
Allison Bain 
Natasha Basacchi 
Chris Bateman 
Colby Bayne 
Lisa Balfour Bowen 
Black Futures Now Toronto 
Campbell House Museum 
CCxA Architectes paysagistes 
Dilys Chan 
Gina Clark 
Kelly Clipperton 
Dani Cohen 
Michael Cruickshank 
Joyce Curry 
Lori Davison 
Michael Disney 
Bronwyn Drainie 
Leone Earls 
Jane Fairburn 
Fernwood Publishing 
Judith and Richard Field 
Edward Freeman 
Giannone Petricone Associates Inc. 

Architects 
Sandra Gionas 
Goldsmith Borgal & Company Ltd. 

Architects 
Hart House, University of Toronto 
Heather & Little LTD 
Michael Harrison and CM Wong 
House of Anansi Press 
Susan Houston 
Ellen Hrivnak 
Ireland Canada Foundation 
R. Scott James 
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre 
Craig Jennex 
Jonathan Rodger Professional Corp. 
Marion Joppe 
Jef Junke 
Howard and Karen Kaplan 
Suzanne Kavanagh 
Rob Kee and Sheila Wieczorek 

Community partners 
A Diferent Booklist 
ASI Heritage 
Cabbagetown Farmers’ Market 
Cabbagetown Preservation 

Association 
City of Toronto Archives 
The Elia Chair in Italian-Canadian 

Studies at York University 
Leslieville Farmers’ Market 
Master of Museum Studies, 

University of Toronto 

Mississaugas of the Credit 
First Nation 

Muddy York Podcast 
Museum of Contemporary Art 
North York Central Library 
Royal Ontario Museum 
St. Lawrence Market Precinct 
University of Toronto Libraries 
Weston Farmers’ Market 
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