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RE: CC42.12 - Follow Up on 2026.EX31.2: Framework for Implementing a Maximum Indoor
Temperature By-law

| am pleased to submit these comments on behalf of The 519 Church Street Community Centre.
We appreciate the Council’s attention to the urgent need to protect Toronto residents from
avoidable death and injury from extreme indoor heat. As a City of Toronto Agency and a centre
serving communities disproportionately affected by the climate crisis, we appreciate the work of
our City partners to develop overdue responses to deadly heat. Addressing extreme heat is
important to The 519 because we serve nearly every community identified in City strategies and
existing research as facing heightened heat exposure and vulnerability.’

We encourage Council to set a definite and ambitious timeline for the development and
presentation of a bylaw to prohibit unsafe heat in rental units, in collaboration with tenants and
their advocates. We note that Council has been considering this question since at least 2007, when
the Board of Health first recommended a such standard.?> Council has considered reports,
recommendations, and directions on the topic of such standards in at least ten of the last 14 years
(2012-2025).% In this time, summers in midlatitude cities like Toronto have continued to get longer
and hotter.* Statistics Canada data suggest heat waves are already causing excess deaths among
Toronto seniors.® The City’s Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment calls heat “Toronto’s most
urgent climate threat,”® and warns “[e]xposure to dangerous levels of heat will [continue to]
amplify over time.”” And the multi-Division report of November 2024 warned: “Past extreme heat
events in Canada have resulted in most deaths occurring due to unsafe indoor temperatures.”®
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City staff have identified over a dozen, varied North American jurisdictions with maximum indoor
temperature standards for existing buildings adopted at various points over the last 30 years.®
Since then, cities as diverse as New York City and New Westminster, BC have taken action.' As our
Housing Minister’s office has affirmed, “Municipalities can implement maximum temperature
bylaws as they see fit.”"" Toronto should chart a clear path and timeline to do so, while investing in
incentives and tenant supports, and exploring additional revenue and financing options.

Council should also consider ensuring a tenant voice in the approval of alternative compliance
pathways, through a community review board.' Finally, we note that any analysis of potential costs
isincomplete if it does not include analysis of the morbidity, mortality, and economic costs of not
passing a safe temperature standard for rental units." We encourage Council to consider directing
that such an analysis be included in the next staff report on this topic.

Conclusion.

In our city today, cooling is not a luxury. The City’s human rights obligations demand that a
structure we call a home give protection from the elements that is adequate to sustain life and
health. Appreciating the complexities of implementing a new bylaw, we consider that no one
should be charged rent for a dwelling that exposes them to danger, when clear solutions exist.

We reiterate our appreciation of the efforts of Division staff to advance plans to protect residents
from life-threatening heat. We look forward to collaborating with you, together with other
community partners, to advance the transformational actions needed to preserve the lives, health,
and fundamental human rights of Toronto’s residents in the critical years ahead.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Harper Jean Tobin
Director, Community Resilience Project
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