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PH29.11 - Impact Assessment of Extended Flightpath at Billy Bishop Airport, Lenka Holubec, ProtectNatureTO 

April 14, 2026 

Nancy Martins 
Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
Telephone: 416 - 397-4579 
Fax: 416 - 392-2980 
Email: phc@toronto.ca 

Cc: mayor_chow@toronto.ca; councillor_perks@toronto.ca; councillor_nunziata@toronto.ca; 

councillor_bradford@toronto.ca; Councillor_Myers@toronto.ca; Councillor_Crisanti@toronto.ca; 

councillor_matlow@toronto.ca; john.mackenzie@trca.ca, communications@portstoronto.com; 

information@iaac-aeic.gc.ca; David.Stonehouse@toronto.ca; Steven.MacKinnon@parl.gc.ca; 
Councillor_Saxe@toronto.ca; councillor_fletcher@toronto.ca 

RE: PH29.11 - Impact Assessment of Extended Flightpath at Billy Bishop Airport 

Dear Chair Councillor Perks, Vice Chair Councillor Nunziata and all Committee Members, 

This is to support Councillor Matlow’s recommendation and “request for support to have staff study the 

prospective impact on future housing supply of expanding the flightpath at Billy Bishop Airport to accommodate jets” 

also 

to strongly encourage staff study to consider potential impacts of expanding the flightpath at Billy Bishop Airport to 

accommodate jets to the entire range and magnitude of issues as waterfront plays a central role for Toronto from 

many critical perspectives past future housing supply. 

Metropolitan Waterfront Plan, February 1994 

 The waterfront is a unique and fragile resource. Its vulnerability is partly due its attractiveness for many uses. 

 The waterfront has always played an important role in Metropolitan Toronto and is integral part of its identity. 

 Proximity to Lake Ontario has strongly influenced the patterns of human use and settlement in the region. An 

aboriginal presence on the waterfront dates back 10,000 years. 

 The waterfront has always been a key determination in the location of urban settlement because of the natural 

resources to sustain human life. 

 Since early 90th, there was a growing awareness in the City of Toronto of having to protect remaining valuable 

natural areas. Too often in the past, we have considered green space as an afterthought, what was left over 

after development took its course. 
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Guld ng Pr nc:lptes 

TI,c W.ilc:rfrorM Pinn ho, bce-il developed"' 11ccmd11ncc: wnh principle: 
LI I rcf1CC1 Ille 1lredcimin~11l vi <oon r prcs,:cd b)' the pubJoc nd hy 1hc 
MelruJKJlililn Y.' C1"fron1 Cor11miutt. I he lollow,ng c1:111rul vuluc 
emerged from Lhe cun,ull«I mn, during pn:pur~llon of 1hc Pbn. 

Ac~, bll,ly: 1 hen: mu~• he foll publi w;cc,, 10 L11c S>Ct'llicc,, foc1h1 1c< 
and nppc1<111n 1ti~ o l the w.ucrl roJtl. 

'haring the Bcnc,flls: Tlac watctimnt •~ 11 p,11'1lic ussct tlutl belong;,, 10 II 
1t1c pie ol Me1rupul 11nn T1Jro1>10 .ind bey J, 1,m jllll tho.o wl,c, I iw 
0< '" rk ulong the shore 

R1,la11ce ■nd Din 
u!\IC.,, w1lh nn e:1npl 
t<><1lrib(11c to the unique di.11ai:1ct ul 1lx: wa1crlro11t 

Rcsponsibk lcw11.Tdsb p: la,d1v1duals, or !llnll«lions .ind go,'Cmm ot, 
must ,h-,rc the .ic:wurd~hip rc~pon ibtl11y ond wort- cuopcr.1111,cty In 
uch1e,<e a hc11l1hy, v1lw n1 .11,cl 11c blc: "''"tcrfrunc. 

ObjocUv&5 

The \lr31c,l'rant 1,1>·es 1t.c 11rt111n e<>mm nit)' OflC of ,L, d"1,nc1 "'c reat1ari;, 
- n plocc: on the lokc. Amw,s mu.,.,, ,:,1 ic.\ :icrm orth Amc:nt·a. 
MClfflflOllrnn 1°<1rur>10 as known for ,ts rccrcationol and 101111,1 .. 11ras"1,on, 
~nd rn:en spocc on the wa1c1. Tlie wa1erln1111 ha, 1m:pnrt inl nlllurul 
fc:1.1urcs. mld II Cc)1llnb11t •31(1 ll>e o ic v1111h1y of tlie ,cg,un 11n1I rhe 
wcl I •bc:111& of Mclropolita.n rc~idcms. 

...... , 
v1n.1ertr011l G:it-er'I S;:)aee System ---""'''"""""' , __ _ 

The obJc'ci,v.:s til tl>c Wal rfronr Plnr> ure prc!o-Cnla:d below. In tho 
c;n;1plc, lh,11 follow. the pol' C>dCia ned 10,11;h1evc 11,c:sc: obj0c11vc, • c 
~, t Ill dci:n l The oo_pectivi::s .ir r=cmcd here together lO >VIClc 

.an overview of what soould ul11m:udy be acco,nph hell. 

The obJe OYC!. of 1he Watcr(ron Plan b l c 

• To plun, d m.,nuge 1he W..1e:rrrun1 Greer> SpJCc System ,n 11 "'">' 1h,,1 
tt.\&on:~ .. n1.am1.;11ns, mld enhance~ ~ys;cem uUl!A;rtLy, 1inprov ph1'\-4l" I 
conricc1iom 10 other g1ce:o , 11d meet the rcc,rcuuonul ao,d lca.utc 

ccds "' 1111: M~ropoh n Toronto population; 
• To pnJlcct and cnhuncc I Ille Mc , 101131 occc.u 10 11ml 1hrough the 
M IJO[IOI 1111n W;.11,1fm 11o1 ,nd <:ricouro c incrcoxd rdt cc on 1.n1n.s11. 

commlJ1« mil 11nd munnc 1rnns1:,on:u,c,01. 10 ~• hamcc phylical and v;su~I 
ucecs, bclwc 11111 • nrh;m tnmmunny nnd the Me1ropoltrnn W111erfnN1I 
nnd provide ror cool in , public cc. , aJ1m 11, M.,_ropol 
\ 1tcrfroot for 1lllbli u aud c:i 11ymcn1; 

• "to cre '"'' 11 ba lunccd use of Mctropol ,um Wa1erl ro111 l,111d ppon mg 
rc,idcmi~I. cmploymC11t 311d rec~ion:al Dttiv11ics in 11 m nncr w nch 
,u<ta,n, 111 w111c:rfroo1 < an ncccssiblc publi rc,iourcc , 

• To promote a high ,~1id.>Jd or qwility 111 the phy"c.,I fom1 or llie 
Mcln)J1t11itun w~1crrn1111 10 n:flcc11Ls importn cc ro the idc11111y um.I 
i•c;11bili1 ol the mctropol, 

The Metropolitan Waterfront Plan (1994) 
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 In the urban context, the planning priority is to ensure that we benefit from the natural system, while not 

unduly impairing natural processes. The state of the ecosystem's health is vitally important to Metropolitan 

Toronto. 

 The ecosystem approach requires us to look beyond a particular site to what is happening in the next bay and in 

the whole watershed, and to have regard for cumulative impacts. 

 A new structure in the lake at one site may destroy the beaches at another. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lenka Holubec, member of ProtectNatureTO and HighParkNature 

Resource 

The Metropolitan Waterfront Plan (1994) 

https://www.protectnatureto.ca/
https://highparknature.org/
http://trca.on.ca/trca-user-uploads/MetropolitanWaterfrontPlan.pdf


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

eCO$JSltlll 

nppruacl, recoguh.es 

tire dy11a111ic.n11d 

co111plex 

i11teractio1~~ of 

11a/11ml oud h11ma11 
cum1111111ilics 11,,d 

procc.sJ.·es. 

The Pion is lnt¢ndcd Lo cru.urc that there Is a billancc or u:-.c, ulong lhe 
wutcrfronl. that sensitive cnvironmcnt::i.l and heritngc ureoL\ urc protected. 
1hn1 green sp;K:e omd QCCCSJ. 10 ii ure c.xpnnded, and thn1 i1-it~ or 
impor1nncc 10 the region's economic v11ol11y nee mmniuinod alld 
improvcJ. 

For t.Jtlliiiplc, lht lmnsportalion corrid6rs ure crucial for mobilily and 
cnterpriM: within lhc Gremer Toronto Areu (OTA). which include\ 
Mc:tropo1itan ·roronto and the four regional municipulitics of Durham. 
Hollon. Peel, and York. encompassing on area of over 7,060 squ:11C 
kilomeire.s. The Pinn directs lhal the demands or bolh local and rcgKJnal 
access mu.~, be accommodated h should be easier for people 1r;avcUing 
by public lr:in."il. by bicycle. und on foot to overcome the burri~ po,,,et.1 
by ex p,cs~way~ nnd mil way lines. But there must shll be rcgiom1I 
vchicuh1r .tece.,s 10 ;md through the wa1errron1. 

An Ecosystem Approach -
An ecow,tem i~ ti network formed by lhe ,n1crac:1io11 of livingth1n5,.:,. 
11\Cludmg humans. wich one another ,,nd wuh their habit.:11 The 
w;,ucrrronl plunnins process takes nn ecos-ystem approach thou recngmzc., 
the dynamic ond complex internet ion~ o( naturnl nnd hum:tn 
oommunitic1t nnd proceso;.es. on a u:al-: rro,n the micro!iCOpic to thl! 
globo.l. 11,ii. n. pro:.ic:h m hmning implic~ the rccognit10n of n:itural 
buundurie~. ncc~it.ating a gr~tcr grcc o In1er-governmcnta 
CQlfQ\)Qrnti9n. It alr,o requires policies that recognize u broader ,pcclrum 
o[ l'SllGS 110!1 wbirh t?ke into ?CCOlJflt connections between the variOlh 
componenis or the ccosyMcm. 

Jn the urban comcxl, the plnnning priority I) 10 cn,;;urc thal we benefit 
from the n,1turul sy,tent while not unduly impJuing notur,11 processe.,;. 
The ,1a1c otthe ecosystem's hcolth;. votolly 1n1ponan110 Meuopolil:on 

Some naturul nreas need co be procccted from humun 1r:1flic, while other Toronto. \Yater quality. for example. influences public hctthh and 
~•rt~ of lhc wutcrfronl ore clearly people places 1hn1 ptOYide ror recre;uionnJ opponuniues ror rcirdenh. Public work~ fac1lihc.\ pl:.iy an 
rccrentionul opportunities, cultural cvcnu and commcrcii11 a<:1lvlty. The a.,endal role in ~fcguurding a high quality or life. 
Pinn a1im, 10 protcc1 cen41n sites, pru1icul:irly 1hosc !;ignificnnt nalurnl 
resou tt"C.li wilhin a delined Wa1crfront Environmental Imp.ice Zone (~ Too oOsn fn 1h~ Pfl!\I, we hiwc c0n'-iden.:d g1'Ccn space !JS an uftcn.hought. 
Chapter 5), and cndellvoun. to reconnect the nnturnl ~yt-.tc~ ulong Lhe whnt wn~ ltfl over after development 100k iti cou1'e. We now rcftl izc 
wu1erfront. th.11 ff any niuur.11 s .ace.<11 .ire to remain. we mu~t tnke u ro-octi\lc 

Competing demand~ ror rore woterlront re~ource\: mu5t be mnnag:cc.1, and 
rroootic, ldcm11ied The policies pr01ec1 und enhance public pl:occ.s ror 
human octlvitie_,. and encourage public and priv.i.tc dcvclopmen110 lit 
bcner in10 the overall ch.arac1er or the wnterfronL TI'C reiml1 <:houkl he :, 
:,oc1al and buill environment 1ha1 is comp:uibJe \\>ith the naturnl one. 

approoch to \:t.ving them 

The «osy~tcm approach rcguil'C) u~ 10 look b\:yond a panlcular ~•tc tu 
wh:u h. happening in 1hc: next hay Jnrl in lhe whole wa1cr~bed

1 
and to 

huve reAArd for cumul:111vc impac1s . A new ,tructure In 1ht! lake 01 one 
~ilc may destroy the beaches at nnoLh~r. Fucton outli:idc the ~hore arc.a. 
such as up~trcam .:ictivi1ie:.. haven major imp;ict on lhc quulily or the 
shorel ine environment. All elements of 1hc community have complex 
und changing rcl.;nionstups 1h,1t rcquirecoordlna11on ,md con)1detut1on 

10 Metropolitan Waterfront Plan, Metropolitan Planning Department, Feb 1994 
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