
 
 
 

 

          
     

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   
   

 
  

 
          
  

   
   

 

  
 

 
 

  
   

    
     

 

           

Chrl•s Wardl3 
• Toronto Centre 

Moise City Councillor 

~TORONTO 

April 16, 2026 
Toronto  and  East York  Com m unity Council  
City Hall, Council Cham bers  
100 Queen  Stree t West  
Toronto  ON M5H 2N2 

Dear Com m ittee  Mem bers,  

Re : Pe d e s t r ia n izin g Ch u rch  St r e e t  Pilo t 

In  partne rsh ip  with  the  Church-Welle sley Village  Busine ss Im provem ent Area  (BIA), m y office 
is seeking to  pedestrian ize  Church  Stree t be tween  Welle sley Stree t East and  Alexander Stree t  
from  June  19 to  August 21, 2026, leaving a ll ea st-west corridors open  to  veh icu la r tra ffic. 

Pedestrian iza tion  sign ifican tly enhances urban  qua lity  of life  by  im proving road  sa fe ty,  
increasing accessib ility, and  driving susta ined  com m ercia l activity. Church Stree t offe rs 
un ique  stra tegic advantages tha t m ake  it an  idea l loca tion  for such  an  in itia tive . First, it boasts 
a  p roven  track record as a  h igh-volum e  corridor for world-cla ss fe stiva ls like  Pride  Festiva l 
and  Halloween  on  Church . Furthe rm ore , th is stre tch  provides a  ra re  opportun ity for  
pedestrian iza tion  due  to  the  absence  of dedica ted  bus or stree tca r routes, ensuring m inim al 
d isrup tion  to  the  TTC’s  broade r ne twork.  

Church  Stree t is a lso  anchored  by a  dense  cluste r of hosp ita lity and  re ta il venues.  With  
increased  foot  tra ffic, the  pedestrian  zone  will se rve  as a  p rim ary socia l and  econom ic drive r  
for Toronto Centre . In  addition , the  proposa l facilita te s critica l re siden tia l in tegra tion  by 
recla im ing the  stree t for people , p rovid ing a  sa fe r, m ore  walkable  environm ent for the  h igh-
density loca l popu la tion  and  im proving access to  vita l civic asse ts such  as the  ne ighbourhood  
school and  The  519. 

To ensure  the  com prehensive  success of th is p roject, m y office  has been  working in  close ,  
ongoing collabora tion  with  a  b road  range  of City d ivisions. This in te r-d ivisiona l e ffort 
includes Transporta tion  Se rvice s, the  FIFA Secre ta ria t, Toronto  Fire  Se rvices, Toronto  EMS,  
and  the Toronto  Police  Se rvice  to  m anage logistics and  public sa fe ty. We  a re  a lso  a lign ing 
our e fforts with  Socia l Deve lopm ent - specifica lly th rough  the  Downtown East  Action  Plan  
and  Sa feTO fram eworks  - as  we ll a s Econom ic Deve lopm ent and  Culture  and  Toronto  Public  
Hea lth . Through  these  partne rsh ips, we  a re  im plem enting a  p roactive , stree t-leve l  
com m unity sa fe ty stra tegy tha t u tilizes a  traum a-inform ed lens to  address the  un ique  socio-
econom ic  com plexitie s  of  the  downtown core .  This  includes  a ta rge ted approach to 
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enhancing pub lic rea lm  we ll-be ing and  socia l orde r th rough  the  Downtown East Action  Plan’s  
Here  to He lp Program , ensuring tha t our ou treach and re sponse m echanism s a re in tegra ted 
d irectly in to  the  site ’s ope ra tiona l footprin t to  support both  housed  and  unhoused  re siden ts  
e ffective ly.  

Furthe rm ore , th is coord ina ted  approach  ensures tha t the  pedestrian iza tion  tim e line  does  
not sign ifican tly conflict with  the  2026 FIFA World  Cup schedule , as actua l ove rlaps a re  lim ited  
to  on ly one  m atch  da te  on  Ju ly 2.  While  June  19 m arks the  pub licized  com m encem ent, FIFA 
opera tions a lready coincide  with  e stab lished  annua l events like  the  Village  Fest and  Pride  
Festiva l. My office  has a lso  collabora ted  with  Solid  Waste  Managem ent Se rvices to  deve lop a 
specia lized  ope ra tiona l p lan  for loca l busine sses and  stree t recep tacle s. Unlike  h igh-in tensity 
program m ed events, th is in itia tive  is designed  for passive  use , and  we  an ticipa te  sign ifican tly  
lower waste  volum es. Recogn izing the  im pact of road  closures on  m obility, we  have  a lso 
prioritized  accessib ility by includ ing ded ica ted  p ick-up  and  drop-off zones for Whee lTrans 
and  insta lling additiona l ram ps a t regula r in te rva ls. My office  a lso  m ain ta ins an  active  
d ia logue  with  people  living with  d isab ilitie s to  ensure  the  design  rem ains inclusive  for a ll 
re siden ts. 

Toronto  should  look to  the  proven  success of Montrea l’s Rue  Sa in te -Cathe rine  a s a  p rim ary 
m ode l for  u rban  vita lity and  econom ic  growth . This  year m arks  the  20th  annive rsa ry  of  
Montrea l’s  seasona l pedestrian iza tion  program , which  has successfu lly transform ed the ir  
Village  in to  a  world-class destina tion . While  our ne ighbours have  bene fited  from  two 
decades of increased  foot tra ffic and  re ta il resilience , Toronto  rem ains twenty years beh ind 
in  adopting sim ila r la rge -sca le  seasona l in frastructure . 

This p ilo t p roject should  in form  the  crea tion  of a  form al Stree ts Pedestrian iza tion  Policy and 
Guide lines.  By estab lish ing a  standard ized  fram ework, the  City can  m ove  away from  ad-hoc  
p lanning and  toward  a  p roactive  stra tegy for recla im ing stree t space  for public use . It  is  
im portan t to  note  tha t while  the City previously in itia ted  the  deve lopm ent of such  gu ide line s, 
the  process faced  successive  de lays, re su lting in  the  ou tstanding ope ra tiona l  stra tegy and  
fina l report origina lly  sla ted  for  Decem ber  2025. This p roject p rovides the  necessa ry  
m om entum  to  fina lize  those  long-awaited  standards. 

Ultim ate ly, th is  p roposa l  bu ilds  on  the  success  of  Church  Stree t  and  honours  com m unity  
m ile stones - such  as the  50th  annive rsa ry of The  519 and  the  upcom ing Cultura l District  
designa tion - while  be tte r se rving the  re siden ts and  businesses of the  Village .  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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It is recom m ended:  

1. City Council authorize the General Manager, Transportation Services to approve a 
Street Event, despite any section of Chapter 743 to the contrary, to facilitate Church 
Street Pedestrianization Plan / Village Fest requiring the closure of Church Street to 
vehicular traffic, between Wellesley Street East and Alexander Street, but not 
includ ing east-west intersections, from June 19, 2026 to August 21, 2026, inclusive, 
with  such  condit ions  deem  ed  appropr ia te  in  the  op in ion  of  the  Genera l  
Manager ,  Transportation Se rvices and the City Solicitor.

2. City Council request the General Manager, Transportation Services, in consultation 
with  the  Genera l  Manager ,  Econom  ic  Deve lopm  ent  and  Culture ,  to  
eva lua te  outcom  es  of  the  tem  porary  closure  of  Church  St ree t ,  includ ing  leve ls  o f  
comm  unity  par t icipa t ion  and  engagem  ent ,  im  provem  ents  in  road  sa fe ty,  and  
overa ll  socia l  and  econom  ic  benefit s ,  a longs ide  r isks  and  public  sa fe ty  im  pacts ,  
to  he lp  in form the  crea t ion  of  a  pedes t r ian iza t ion  po licy  and  iden t ifica t ion  of  
resource  requirem  ents  fo r  seasona l  and  perm  anent  a r te ria l roadway closures.

3. City Council direct the General Manager, Transportation Services to waive the 
applica t ion  and  perm  it  fees  charged  in  re la t ion  to  any  applica t ion  by  the  
Church-Wellesley Business Im  provement Area  for a Street Event requiring the closure 
of  por t ions  of  Church  St ree t ,  be tween  Welle s ley  St r ee t  and  Alexander  St r ee t ,  
no t  includ ing east-wes t  in te rsect ions ,  fo r  the  per iod  June  19  to  Augus t  21 ,  2026  
(Fee  Ref.  61.06 ,  61 .07 ,  Toronto  Municipa l  Code  Chapte r  441 ,  Fees  and  Charges ,  
Appendix  C –Schedule  2 ,  Transpor ta tion Se rvices).

Since re ly,  

Chris Moise 
City Councillor 
Ward  13 - Toronto  Centre 
CM/fp 

10 0  Qu e e n  St re e t  W e st , 2n d  Floo r, Su it e  A5, To ro n to , On ta rio  M5H  2N2  
4 16-392-790 3  · co u n c illo r_m o ise @t oro n to .ca  · w w w .ch rism o ise .ca  

www.chrismoise.ca
mailto:councillor_moise@toronto.ca

