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City of Toronto 
Toronto & East York Community Council  
Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen Street West, Floor 2 
Toronto, ON   M5H 2N2 

Attention:  Ms. Cathrine Regan, Administrator 

 

 
Dear Chair and Council Committee Members: 

Re:  Item 33.1 – Toronto and East York Community Council – May 28th Meeting 
Zoning By-law Amendment Application File No. 25 258901 STE 10 OZ (“Rezoning 
Application”) 
1-7 Yonge Street (South Block)  
Redpath Sugar Ltd.  

 

We are solicitors for Redpath Sugar Ltd. (“Redpath”), the owner and operator of the sugar refinery, heavy 
industrial use located at 95 Queens Quay East, kitty-corner to and across Queens Quay East from the 
property and the existing building that is the subject of the above-noted Rezoning Application. This letter 
is being submitted in relation to the Rezoning Application and the Three Party Agreement between the 
City of Toronto (the “City”), Redpath and Pinnacle International (One Yonge) Ltd. and Pinnacle 
International (Seven Yonge) Ltd. (collectively referred to as “Pinnacle”), dated January 30, 2019, as 
amended by an Amending Agreement dated September 30, 2019 and a Second Amending Agreement 
dated April 9, 2024, each between the same parties (collectively, the “TPA”) 

We have had to opportunity to review the Decision Report, dated March 13, 2026 (the “Staff Report”), the 
Rezoning Application materials posted on the City’s Application Information Centre and Attachment 10 to 
the Staff Report which is the draft Zoning By-law Amendment (the “ZBA”).   

The Rezoning Application is to facilitate the conversion of the existing 25-storey office building (former 
Toronto Star building) located on the south block of 1-7 Yonge Street (the “Site”) into a 468-suite hotel.  
Given the hotel use is proposed to be interim in nature, Pinnacle is not seeking to make exterior changes 
to the built form of the building or to the surrounding public realm, with the exception of introducing 
outdoor amenity space on the roof of the podium element of the existing office building. The complete 
absence of any exterior changes is proposed to avoid having to undertake a Site Plan Approval 
application. 
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The use proposed for the existing office building on the Site in the Rezoning Application, namely for a 
hotel, is not permitted by the TPA. In addition, no hotel is permitted under By-law 249-2020, as amended, 
unless and until the applicable “(h)” Holding Symbol is no longer in effect.  The proposed hotel use cannot 
use or rely on mitigation processes and requirements in the TPA for compatibility because they are not 
applicable.   

Redpath has been working with Pinnacle to amend the TPA to secure the necessary mitigation to 
minimize adverse effects and adverse impacts of the proposed hotel permitted by the ZBA on Redpath.   

Should Council enact the ZBA before a TPA amendment is entered into and registered on title in 
appropriate priority to relevant encumbrances to allow the proposed interim hotel use, Redpath reserves 
the right to appeal Council’s decision to approve the ZBA based on the rationale stated in Redpath’s letter 
to the TEYCC, dated March 26, 2026, also attached here. If the ZBA permitting the interim hotel use is 
enacted before mitigation processes and requirements are secured through a TPA amendment, Redpath 
will be rendered non-compliant relative to their MECP Certificate of Approval, Redpath will be subject to 
an increased risk of complaint and the ZBA approval will be in breach of Pinnacle’s obligations under the 
TPA. 

Please provide us with notice of Council’s decision on this Rezoning Application. 

If you have any questions or require any further information, please contact me to discuss.  Thank you for 
your attention to this matter. 

Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Calvin Lantz 

CWL/na 
Attachment 

cc. G. Pantazis, Senior Planner, City of Toronto  
J. Park, Kagan Shastri DeMelo Winer Park LLP 
B. Sadler, Redpath Sugar Ltd. 
M. Levkoe, Valcoustics Canada Ltd. 
T. van der Vooren, WSP E&I Canada Limited 
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