Information Sheet

Environmental Responsibility and your Small Business

Climate Change has become a significant concern from world leaders, to corporate business, from small
business to individuals and many understand the need for action. United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change defines climate change as “a change of climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to
human activity that alters the composition of the global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate
variability observed over comparable time periods”. According to this definition, climate change is perceived as
relevant to those changes caused by human activities. The “climate change” is caused by:

Industrialization increases carbon dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere. We rely on fossil fuels for driving
cars, heating systems and producing daily consumer products.

Damages to nature such as removing trees to make room for new urban development thus speeding up global
warming.

Waste storage and waste management play a substantial role in the increase of greenhouse gases.

High consumption of energy through the use of natural resources in our daily activities, high demand for
electrical power.

Recommended Information Resources

Take Action http://goo.gl/PyuUto
Government Funding Programs http://goo.gl/vzNFHH
List of Resources http://goo.gl/PJjlVh
Clean Energy: Canada’s clean energy technologies portal http://goo.gl/Er56yG
Greening Your Business http://goo.gl/puMyi3
Improving your Business and the Environment: workbook and
tools for SME http://goo.gl/iHauZC
Environment Canada: Canadian Pollution Prevention Information  http://goo.gl/GJOutP
Clearinghouse (CPPIC)
Business — Funding (including pollution prevention) http://goo.gliwfedY4
Toronto Region Environment & Energy http://goo.gl/OPkFDm
City of Toronto, Solid Waste Management Services www.toronto.ca/garbage/index.htm
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