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AREA 1 – Forest Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Forest Trail A Forest Trail B 
 ~1.6km, 6 bridges, 2 rail line crossing 

 
~ 1.6 km, 4 bridges, 2 rail line crossings 

1 The north portion of Forest Trail A, B and C begin south of Lawrence and are the northern end of the proposed East Don Trail. The trails 
begin at the existing East Don Trail, crosses the river once where they travel adjacent to the river through a forested area and the 
Wigmore Park Ravine potential ESA. The trails travel along the north/east bank of the river where the area is generally flat with some 
gentle grades. The opposite bank of the river contains steep grades and sections of the river banks are actively eroding sand plain slopes. 
The forest area is mainly comprised of L4 and L5 communities and includes both native and invasive species. Tree species include: paper 
birch, hawthorn, sugar maples, hemlock, white pine, and Manitoba maple. Forest Trail A, B and C cross under the rail line bridge and 
continue through the forested vegetation community and potential ESA.  A Manitoba maple mineral deciduous swamp wetland community 
is located just north of the trail.  
 

2 Forest Trail A crosses the river twice and travels through a 
successional area adjacent to the east side of the East Don 
River. The successional area is mainly comprised of invasive 
species communities including an exotic successional 
woodland, and Manitoba maple lowland deciduous forest. 
Swamp and marsh wetland communities are located just east of 
the trail. On the opposing side of the river there is a valley wall 
erosion scar. The trail crosses the river at the south end of the 
scar, where the area on both side of the river is generally flat 
and even. The terrestrial community in this area contains an L3 
community with white cedars and paper birch, as well as a 
Manitoba maple community. Forest Trail A allows for future 
connections to the Victoria Village and Wynford Concorde 
communities.   
 

Forest Trail B crosses the river once and travels through two (2) 
vegetation communities; forest and successional. They are 
comprised mainly of L4 communities containing white cedar, 
sugar maples, hemlock, poplar trees.  The area also contains 2 L3 
communities as well as invasive Manitoba maples. The trail 
travels above the large valley wall erosion scar adjacent to the rail 
line. The scar is an eroding sand slope with minimal vegetation to 
provide resistance to erosion. Erosion control work would be 
required to stabilize the slope and allow for a trail in this location. 
Forest Trail B does not allow for easy future access to the Victoria 
Village community, but allows for future access to the Wynford 
Concorde community. 

3 Forest Trail A, B and C begin travel adjacent to the west side of the East Don River through a successional vegetated community 
comprised of mainly of invasive species including scotch pine and Manitoba maples, and a native cultural savannah. The trail would 
require a second crossing of the rail line; this would potentially be a tunnel under the rail line. 
 

4 Forest Trail A, B and C begin cross the river and travels adjacent to the east side of the river mainly through a cultural meadow.  
Marginal areas are forested and include sumac, Manitoba maples, and willows.  A reed canary grass marsh wetland is located 
adjacent to the river.  
 

5 Forest Trail A, B and C begin cross the river once under the Eglinton Avenue span bridge and travels adjacent to the west side of the river. 
The grade change at this river crossing is large and may require ramping of the bridge. Limited space is available for the trail under the 
Eglington bridge due to the bridge abutments being located near the river. 
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AREA 2 – Road Link 

 
 Road Link A Road Link B Road Link C 
 ~2.9km, 3 bridges (and 1 potential bridge), 

1 rail line crossing 
 

~3.3km, 3 bridges, 2 rail line crossing ~3.4km, 3 bridges, 2 rail line crossing 

 Trail Spine 
 

1 The north portion of Road Link A, B and C begin just south of Eglinton Avenue on the west side of the East Don River and the Rail Line. 
The trail travels along a very step natural area to connect the road with the valley system. The trails would require significant retaining 
wall and potentially switch backs within this area to traverse the steep valley wall 
 

2 Road Link A, B and C travel along the right of way of St. Dennis Dr and Linkwood Lane. In this section the trail would be a boulevard trail 
separated from both the road way and sidewalk. In some areas the trail would need to be built into the bank requiring retaining walls to be 
built. Some infrastructure would need to be moved, including but not limited to light standards, bus shelters, and electrical boxes. The 
removal of some trees that line the side walk would also be necessary. At least two (2) road crossings would be necessary. 
 

3 Road Link A, B and C travel along a very steep natural area to connect the road with the valley system in the south. The trail would 
require significant retaining walls and potentially switch backs within this area. The steep area is made up of a terrestrial restored and 
mature native forest community. A series of wetlands are located towards the bottom of the steep area, and include;  a fresh moist 
Manitoba Maple low land deciduous swamp, cattail mineral shallow marsh, and common reed mineral shallow marsh. 
 

4 Road Link A, B and C cross the river twice and the rail line once to connect with the southern portion of the trail in Area 3  
 

 Gatineau Corridor Connection 
 

5 For Road Link A the Gatineau connection 
is made at the north tip of Area 2, just 
south of Eglinton Avenue. The trail 
crosses the river and travels within a 
marginal forested area east of the river 
and west of the rail line. This area is 
privately owned but is not actively being 
used, and an easement or use agreement 
would be necessary.  
 

For Road Link B the Gatineau connection 
is made at the southern end of the trail in 
Area 2. The trail travels through a 
forested area adjacent to the East Don 
River (roughly 60m west of the river). The 
forested area is mainly comprised of 
Manitoba Maple lowland Forest 
communities, followed by Sugar Maple-
Hemlock mixed forest, white pine 
coniferous plantation, and Native Cultural 
Savannah. 
 

 

For Road Link C the Gatineau 
connection is made at the southern end 
of the trail on the east side of the rail line 
(when the trail connects with the south 
portion of the trail in Area 3). The trail 
crosses the river adjacent to the rail line 
and a significant actively eroding valley 
wall (along the east slope). The 
vegetation communities the trail passes 
through include Manitoba maple lowland, 
serviceberry-buffaloberry shrub bluff (an 
L2 community), and hemlock-sugar 
maple mixed forest.  

 
6 Road Link A crosses the rail line (most 

likely a tunnel crossing) where a tributary 
of the river is currently crossing the rail 
line via a culvert. The trail travels through 
a forested area with varying topography 
alongside the tributary.  
 

Road Link B crosses the river once and 
travels along the edge of a forested area 
and crosses the rail line just south of the 
hydro corridor. The rail line crossing 
would either be an at-grade crossing or a 
bridge crossing. 
 

Road Link C travels over a former landfill 
east of the rail line. The area is 
dominated by meadow species and 
contains a purple loosestrife meadow 
marsh within the area of the former 
landfill. In the north the topography is 
varied which may require retaining walls 
and there is a patch of forest comprised 
of native terrestrial communities 
including: poplar, sumac, white elm, 
sugar maple, and oaks.  
 

7 Road Link A continues on an existing City 
of Toronto access route and a marginal 
wet forest area to connect to Bermondsey 
Road. This portion of the trail travels 
between two (2) City of Toronto Works 
properties; Bermondsey Transfer Station 
and Bermondsey Yard 

Road Link B and C travel through the hydro corridor utilizing an existing access route to 
connect with Bermondsey Road. The access is gently sloped with a few steep portions 
leading out of the valley lands, while the east section along the top lands is generally 
flat. The area in the west is dominated by successional terrestrial communities, while 
the west is dominated by grasses and contains maintained mowed areas. The trail 
passes adjacent 4 hydro towers and a generating station. In addition a Toronto works 
property, the Bermondsey Yard is situated just north of the hydro corridor and trail. 
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AREA 2 – River Walk 

 
 River Walk A River Walk B River Walk C 
 ~2.7km, 5 bridges (and 1 potential bridge), 

2 rail line crossing 
~2.8km, 4 bridges, 2 rail line crossing ~3.4km, 5 bridges, 1 rail line crossing 

 Trail Spine 
 

1 The north portion of River Walk A, B and C begin just south of Eglinton Avenue on the west side of the East Don River and the Rail Line. 
The trails travel through a privately owned golf course utilizing the existing cart path adjacent the river. Acquisition of the golf course 
would be necessary. The area is predominantly coved by short manicured grass with a few areas of narrow riparian vegetation. Sections 
of the river banks are actively eroding with minimal vegetation to provide resistance to the erosion. The trails cross the river once at an 
existing bridge that would require upgrading.  
 

2 River Walk A, B and C travel through the hydro corridor along the east side of the river within an area leased by the golf course, a license 
agreement with Hydro One would be necessary. The area is predominantly covered by short manicured grass with a few areas of thin 
riparian vegetation.  
 

3 River Walk A, B and C cross the river and travel through a forested area adjacent to the west side of the East Don River (roughly 60m 
west of the river). The forested area is mainly comprised of Manitoba Maple lowland Forest communities, followed by Sugar Maple-
Hemlock mixed forest, white pine coniferous plantation, and Native Cultural Savannah. 
 

4 River Walk A, B and C cross the river twice and the rail line once to connect with the southern portion of the trail in Area 3  
 

 Gatineau Corridor Connection 
 

5 The Gatineau connection is made at the 
north tip of Area 2 just south of Eglinton 
Ave. The trail crosses the river and travels 
within a marginal forested area east of the 
river and west of the rail line. This area is 
privately owned but is not actively being 
used, and an easement or use agreement 
would be necessary.  
 

The Gatineau connection is made roughly in 
the middle of the trail in Area 2, just south of 
the hydro corridor and travels along the 
edge of a forested area.  
 
 

The Gatineau connection is made at the 
southern end of the trail on the east side of 
the rail line (where the trail connects with 
the north portion of the trail in Area 3). The 
trail crosses the river adjacent to the east 
side of the rail line and a significant actively 
eroding valley wall (along the east slope). 
The vegetation communities the trail passes 
through include Manitoba maple lowland, 
serviceberry-buffaloberry shrub bluff (an L2 
community), and hemlock-sugar maple 
mixed forest.  
 

6 River Walk A crosses the rail line (most 
likely a tunnel crossing) where a tributary of 
the river is currently crossing the rail line via 
a culvert. The trail travels through a forested 
area with varying topography alongside the 
tributary.  
 

River Walk B crosses the rail line just south 
of the hydro corridor; the crossing would 
either be an at-grade crossing or a bridge 
crossing. 

River Walk C travels over a former landfill 
east of the rail line. The area is dominated 
by meadow species and contains a purple 
loosestrife meadow marsh within the area of 
the former landfill. In the north the 
topography is varied which may require 
retaining walls and there is a patch of forest 
comprised of native terrestrial communities 
including: poplar, sumac, white elm, sugar 
maple, and oaks. 
 

7 River Walk A continues on an existing City 
of Toronto access route and a marginal wet 
forest area to connect to Bermondsey Road. 
This portion of the trail travels between two 
(2) City of Toronto Works properties; 
Bermondsey Transfer Station and 
Bermondsey Yard. 
 

River Walk B and C travel through the hydro corridor utilizing an existing access route to 
connect with Bermondsey Road. The access is gently sloped with a few steep portions 
leading out of the valley lands, while the east section along the top lands is generally 
flat. The area in the west is dominated by successional terrestrial communities, while 
the east is dominated by grasses and contains maintained mowed areas. The trail 
passes adjacent four (4) hydro towers and a generating station. In addition, a Toronto 
works property, the Bermondsey Yard is situated just north of the hydro corridor and 
trail. 
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AREA 2 – Rail Trail 

 
 Rail Trail A Rail Trail B Rail Trail C 
 ~2.1km, 4 bridges (and 1 potential bridge), 

2 rail line crossing 
~2.2km, 4 bridges, 2 rail line crossing ~2.9km, 5 bridges, 1 rail line crossing 

 Trail Spine 
 

1 The north portion of Rail Trail A, B and C begin just south of Eglinton Avenue on the west side of the East Don River and crosses the river 
to the east side, where the trail runs between the river and the rail line. The trail travels through private property and an easement or 
license agreement would be necessary.  
 

2 Rail Trail A, B and C travel along the west side of the rail line right of way. Fencing of the entire trail on both sides would be necessary as 
the rail line is located to the east and the golf course to the west of the trail. The right of way is sloped and contains native tree and shrub 
species, removal of some vegetation and regrading or retaining walls would be necessary. 
 

3 Rail Trail A, B and C cross the river and travels through a forested area adjacent to the west side of the East Don River (roughly 60m west 
of the river). The forested area is mainly comprised of Manitoba Maple lowland Forest communities, followed by Sugar Maple-Hemlock 
mixed forest, white pine coniferous plantation, and Native Cultural Savannah. 
 

4 Rail Trail A, B and C cross the river twice and the rail line once to connect with the southern portion of the trail in Area. 
 

 Gatineau Corridor Connection 
 

5 The Gatineau connection is made within 
the northern portion Area 2 where the trail 
crosses the rail line (most likely a tunnel 
crossing) and a tributary of the river is 
currently crossing the rail line via a culvert. 
The connection would create a sharp turn 
potentially affecting sightlines. The trail 
travels through a forested area with 
varying topography alongside the tributary.  
 

The Gatineau connection is made roughly 
in the middle of the trail in Area 2.  

The Gatineau connection is made at the 
southern end of the trail in Area 2 on the 
east side of the rail line (when the trail 
connects with the the trail in Area 3). The 
trail crosses the river adjacent to the rail 
line and a significant actively eroding 
valley wall (along the east slope). The 
vegetation communities the trail passes 
through include Manitoba maple lowland, 
serviceberry-buffaloberry shrub bluff (an 
L2 community), and hemlock-sugar maple 
mixed forest.  
 

6 Rail Trail A continues on an existing 
access route and a marginal wet forest 
area to connect to Bermondsey Road. This 
portion of the trail travels between two (2) 
City of Toronto Works properties; 
Bermondsey Transfer Station and 
Bermondsey Yard. 

Rail Trail B crosses the rail line just south 
of the hydro corridor; the crossing would 
either be an at-grade crossing or a bridge 
crossing. 
 

Rail Trail C travels over a former landfill 
east of the rail line. The area is dominated 
by meadow species and contains a purple 
loosestrife meadow marsh within the area 
of the former landfill. In the north the 
topography is varied which may require 
retaining walls and there is a patch of 
forest comprised of native terrestrial 
communities including: poplar, sumac, 
white elm, sugar maple, and oaks.  
 

7  Rail Trail B and C travel through the hydro corridor utilizing an existing access route to 
connect with Bermondsey Road. The access is gently sloped with a few steep portions 
leading out of the valley lands, while the east section along the top lands is generally flat. 
The area in the west is dominated by successional terrestrial communities, while the 
east is dominated by grasses and contains maintained mowed areas. The trail passes 
adjacent four (4) hydro towers and a generating station. In addition a Toronto works 
property, the Bermondsey Yard is situated just north of the hydro corridor and trail. 
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AREA 3 – Access Route 

 

 Access Route A Access Route B Access Route C 
 ~ 1.7 km, 2 bridges ~ 1.7 km, 2 bridges ~ 2.12 km, 2 bridges (1 potential bridge 

replacement) 
 

1 The northern portion of Access Route A, B and C begins just east of the rail line on the west side of the East Don River.  The trails travel 
through a forested vegetation community comprised mainly of a Manitoba maple community.  The area also contains a sumac thicket and 
native cultural savannah. 
 

2 Access Route A, B and C cross the river and connect to the existing Toronto Water maintenance access route. The trails travel along the 
maintenance route through two (2) vegetation communities, forest and meadow, and two (2) wetland areas. The wetland areas contain 
mainly swamp habitat with some marsh communities. Recent channel and slope erosion work was completed in this section to accommodate 
the construction of the access route. The trail crosses under a large span bridge for the Don Valley Parkway. 
 

3 Access Route A crosses the East Don river 
once and travels adjacent to the west side of 
the river where it connects directly to the 
existing Lower Don Trail and E.T. Seton Park.   

Access Route B crosses Taylor Massey 
creek just east of its confluence with the 
East Don river and connects directly to the 
existing lower Don Trail and E.T. Seton 
park, where it ends. 
 

Access Route C crosses under the 
span bridge of the Don Valley Parkway 
and runs along the north east side of 
Taylor Massey creek.  The trail sharply 
turns and crosses the creek at an 
existing bridge which will most likely 
require replacement, and travels along 
the south west side of the creek.  The 
area is predominately a mature 
forested area which contains some 
steep and narrow areas. The trail 
crosses under the span bridge of the 
Don Valley Parkway for a second time 
to connect with the Lower Don Trail.  
The trail provides direct access to 
Taylor Creek Park but does not provide 
direct access to the Lower Don Trail. 
 

 


