UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

Development on the main campus of the University
of Toronto will be consistent with the following
urban design guidelines. The guidelines correspond
to Secondary Plan #20 in Chapter 6 of the Official
Plan. The guidelines are to be read in conjunction
with the urban design policies of the Official Plan.

LOCATION
University of Toronto lands generally bounded by
Bloor Street West, College Street, Spadina Avenue
and Bay Street.

GUIDELINES
These detailed design guidelines are for those sites
for which site-specific development rights are given
in Zoning By-law 438-86, Section 12 (2) amendments,
as required in Implementation Section 6 of the
University of Toronto Secondary Plan. These
guidelines will be referred to for Site Plan Review.
The site specific development guidelines are based
on a detailed study of the “Structure Plan” set out
in Section 3 of the Secondary Plan. The following
section summarizes certain urban design values and
principles derived from the Official Plan and The
University of Toronto Secondary Plan, Section 3,
which were used to formulate the recommended
development guidelines. The Design Principles will,
in the same manner, be the basis for appraisal of
future applications for other development sites.
Design guidelines for additional sites may be added
to this plan as part of a rezoning process.
The first 28 sites for which development rights and
guidelines were adopted by City Council (June 1997)
are shown on the Key Map, Maps 1 to 28 and Maps
1 to 28 of Section 12(2)407of Zoning By-law 438-86.

Intent
The intent throughout the guidelines is to continue
the traditional campus patterns such as low–scale
buildings enclosing open spaces, and the rhythm of
various building types along St. George Street. The
guidelines ensure that new buildings relate harmoniously
to adjacent spaces and buildings in siting, height,
massing and architectural details. They also help to
create a comfortable micro-environment. Distinctive
design of buildings located at street terminals, or
major entrances to the University Area, is encouraged
to enhance views and create orientation points.
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To further support the intimate interactive environment
of a University campus, and to ensure safety and
accessibility, new developments are encouraged to
locate public uses, access points and windows at
grade. New usable open spaces and midblock
connections will be included in new developments,
to continue the pedestrian path and open space
network throughout the campus, including links to
the city. Landscape design will consider physical
accessibility, personal security and orientation by
providing appropriate amenities such as ramps,
lighting, direction and information signs to orient
users and visitors, hard and soft landscaping, seating
and other furnishings for pedestrians.

Design Principles

•

High quality and usable open spaces which continue
the pattern of university open space types and
are physically and visually linked to the streets,
parks and mid-block pedestrain routes, will be
provided in conjunction with new development.

•

High quality co-ordinated landscape improvements
will be provided in a manner which will promote
access, orientation, and confidence of personal
safety and enhance the structure, amenity and
notable special characteristics of the district.

•

Buildings, streets and the publicly accessible open
space and pedestrian network will be designed to
support personal safety and to permit convenient
access by the elderly, infirm and people with
disabilities.

Particular attention will be given to the following
principles.
•

New buildings will be sited in a manner that
clearly defines and gives form to the edges of
streets, open spaces and mid-block pedestrian
routes.

•

The height and mass of new buildings will
achieve the appropriate relationship to the scale
of adjacent streets and open spaces ensuring
access to sunlight and sky view and shelter from
prevailing winds.

•

New buildings will achieve a harmonious
relationship to their built form context through
consideration of such matters as, but not limited
to, the building massing and set backs roof line
and profile, scale, texture, architectural detail and
expression, including fenestration and materials.

•

Special attention will be given to the relationship
between the lower level of buildings and the
pedestrian realm by.
i) Ensuring that building organization and uses
promote the publicness of the streets, open
spaces and pedestrian routes
ii) Encouraging the design and location of
vehicular service and parking uses which
minimize pedestrian/vehicle conflicts.
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Development sites (approximate locations for information only)
1
2
4
6
7
8
9a
10
11
12
13
14

371 Bloor Street West
50 Sussex Avenue
369 Huron Street, ES
100 St. George Street
1 Spadina Crescent
22 Russell Street
50 St. George Street
47—55 St. George Street
91—97 St. George Street
100 Devonshire Place
77 Charles Street West
88—112 College Street

15
16
17a
17b
19
21
22
23a
23b
24
25
27
28

Under construction or completed as of September 2002

8 Taddle Creek Road
200 College Street
5 King’s College Road
170 College Street
14 Queen’s Park Crescent West
299 Bloor Street West
73 St. George Street
90 Queen’s Park
90 Queen’s Park
6 Hoskins Avenue
74-90 Wellesley Street
100 Queen’s Park
273 Bloor Street West

3
5
9b
18
20
26

631—651 Spadina Avenue
575—581 Spadina Avenue
70 St. George Street
40 St. George Street
20 Queen’s Park Crescent West
321 Bloor Street West

Key Map Potential Sites
University of Toronto

City of Toronto

H
2002
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SITE 1

371 BLOOR STREET WEST

CONTEXT

Location
UTS (University of Toronto School) and the Faculty
of Education are located at the northwest corner of
the University campus. The site occupies land on the
south side of Bloor Street from Spadina Avenue east
to Huron Street and south to Washington Avenue. It
is well serviced by two major subway lines and the
Spadina LRT terminus, at Bloor and Spadina.

Heritage Issues
New construction will be compatible with the
existing structure at 371 Bloor Street West in the
following ways: scale, building location and
organization, height and setback of structures;
relationship of the structure to the open space
between it and neighbouring structures; exterior
features, such as window sills or header lines, the
proportion of window or door openings to the
overall facade, and the horizontal or vertical
emphasis of the major building elements; and
building materials, when relevant and material, will
be important in the City’s review of the project.

Open Space
South-east of the property is a small park at the
corner of Huron and Washington Streets. This site is
is to be maintained as an accessible open space.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
To the south of the site is the Huron–Sussex
Neighbourhood which is a low density residential
area within the boundary of the University area. The
opportunity to preserve and restore the existing
houses within the context of new development will
be pursued.

Setbacks, Alignments and Build-To Line
The highest portion of the building envelope is 31m,
situated over top of the existing UTS building and
will have an 8m setback from the main north
building wall, a 3m setback from the west building
wall and a 20m setback from the east building wall.
The west building will align with the existing
building footprint to the north. The north-west
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corner can be reconstructed up to a height of 17m
equal to the existing building. The south portion
which includes the existing houses will have a height
not exceeding 12m for 24m from Washington
Avenue then rising to a maximum height of 19m.
Directly adjacent to Washington Avenue and the
Huron-Washington open space, the maximum height
will not exceed 12m, then step up to a maximum
height of 19m. All set backs subject to survey.

Open Space
The northern edge of the Huron–Washington
publicly accessible open space will require decorative
landscape treatment along the proposed access lane
from Huron Street to the proposed development.
The landscaping will be integrated into the existing
landscaping of the park.

Pedestrian Routes
Public access may be provided through the site
connecting Spadina Avenue to Huron Street.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
An entrance to the higher portion of this development
will be through the existing UTS/Faculty of Education
Building. An entrance can also be located on Spadina
Avenue depending on the building use. On the
Washington Avenue face of the development,
pedestrian entrances, spaced at frequent intervals
along the sidewalk will contribute to the variety and
intensity of the street.

Streetscape and Existing Houseform Building
Improvements to sidewalks on Spadina Avenue,
Bloor Street, Huron and Washington Streets will be
consistent with any integrated landscape plan for
the University.
Every effort will be made to retain the houseform
buildings at 2 to 20 Washington Avenue inclusive.

Servicing
Access to servicing and parking is to be by a new
public lane from Huron Street on the north side of
the existing park. It will require a protective barrier
to the park. The existing City-owned lanes will need
to be terminated and the land transferred to the
University as part of a land exchange between the
University and City.
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SITE 2

50 SUSSEX AVENUE, 675-689
SPADINA AVENUE

CONTEXT

Location
This site is located in the Huron–Sussex
Neighbourhood on the western edge of the Campus
and fronts onto Spadina Avenue two blocks south
of the Bloor–Spadina intersection.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
The “Chiller Plant“ for the University, is setback from
the line of existing houses and located on the
easterly edge of the site creating a void facing onto
Spadina Avenue. Development on this site is envisioned
to correct this void and complete the residential
street facade that exists surrounding the site.

Setbacks
The proposed building will be built to the property
line on the Spadina Avenue frontage and allow for
residential architectural detailing in keeping with the
surrounding neighbourhood. A 2m projection zone
will be allowed on Sussex Avenue to allow for
residential type detailing such as porches, bay
windows and steps. All setbacks subject to survey.

Open Space
A residential open space will be provided at the rear
of the lot.

Pedestrian Routes
The lane system will be completed by connecting
with the public lane running east-west and
providing the south link in this block. Part of this
site includes a narrower lot at 46 Sussex Avenue
which will be used for the creation of a laneway/
walkway. It is to be maintained and enhanced with
overlook from this development. Pedestrian
amenities such as lighting and landscaping are
encouraged.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance(s) will front onto
Spadina Avenue, with secondary residential type
access from Sussex Avenue. Both entrances will have
integrated access for the disabled.
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Streetscape
Improvements to sidewalks on Spadina Avenue will
be consistent with any existing integrated landscape
plan for the university.

Height and Massing
A height limit of 12m with a 3m setback up to a
maximum height of 23m is compatible with Spadina
Avenue. The height of 12m on Sussex Avenue is
compatible with the surrounding houseform
buildings.

Servicing
Servicing for the new building will be from Sussex
Avenue.
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SITE 4

369 HURON STREET (W PART OF
ROBARTS LIBRARY BLOCK)

CONTEXT

Location
This site is located on the west side of the Robarts
Library block, on the east side of Huron Street
between Sussex Avenue and Harbord Street. It is
adjacent to the residential neighbourhood of
Huron–Sussex which stretches to the north and west.

Heritage Issues
21 Sussex Avenue (“Sussex Court”) across from the
site, is included in the City of Toronto Inventory of
Heritage Properties.

Open Space
To the east of the site, both north and south sides
of the main Robarts block, are open spaces that are
to be retained.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Issues
A housing development is encouraged on this site to
complement the residential character and scale of
the neighbourhood to the west and to achieve a
transition of scale from the bulk of the library. A
narrow linear residential or institutional building in
two sections, and low to moderate in scale, would
reinforce the residential character of this portion of
Huron Street. The central section of a building in
this location has the potential to enhance the view
of the termination Glen Morris Street.

Setbacks and Projection Zone
The main building wall is to be setback 3m from the
front property lines on Huron Street and Sussex Avenue,
to ensure residential privacy, and to provide sufficient
room for tree planting. The setback area will be grassed
and treated as a front lawn, with residential stairs,
porches, walks, entries, etc., and supporting landscape
amenities such as lights and bicycle parking (similar to
existing setbacks for residential across the street).
Architectural articulation of the facade consisting of
minor elements such as porches, bay windows etc.
may project up to 2m in front of the main building
wall for not more than a total of 40% of the facade
length.
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The rear setback will be a minimum of 12m from
the west face of the Robarts Library to provide
useable outdoor space between the new building
and the library building. Given the restricted front
and rear yard dimensions, both front and rear
elevations will be carefully designed to ensure
adequate privacy for the residents or users from
both Huron Street and Robarts Library.

Open Space
The two open spaces (defined as gardens) at the
north and south ends of the Robarts Library
building are to be maintained as open spaces.
Outdoor recreation spaces adjacent to the new
building will relate directly to internal uses and be
defined as separate spaces from the open space
associated with the Robarts Library. These areas will
contain a mix of hard and soft landscaped areas; be
inviting and accessible; include amenities such as
lights, benches and planting.
The rear yard between the Robarts Library and the
proposed development will be private outdoor space.
The service area could be decked over, creating the
potential for a rooftop outdoor recreation area,
unless the higher central residential block is built.

Streetscape
Improvements to sidewalks on Huron Street will be
consistent with any existing integrated landscape
plan for the University.

Height and Massing
The massing on this site is composed of a low–rise
north block with a maximum height of 15m, with
multiple entrances and an articulated front facade
to develop an appropriate scale compatible with the
Huron–Sussex houseform residential area.
Buildings will clearly display a residential character
typical of houseform architecture in the area.
Facing Glen Morris Street, any building block will be
centred on Glen Morris Street to provide a termination
of the view corridor and be articulated as a separate
element from the north wing of the project.

Servicing
Utilize the existing service court to provide service
access to this project. Relocate new service doors to
the street frontage on Huron Street and incorporate
the existing security kiosk, if necessary.

Pedestrian Routes
Reconfiguration of the existing pathway, which cuts
diagonally from St. George Street to Sussex Avenue
through the north garden area is required.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Multiple entrances from Huron Street, with walks,
steps, porches, etc are acceptable.
A central block may deck over the existing service
court area, allowing one principal pedestrian
entrance between the two existing service access
points for Robarts library.
On the Sussex Avenue portion, a front facade is
required to address the street with at least one
entrance on Sussex Avenue. Also on Sussex Avenue,
consideration will be given to semi-public or
common uses facing and opening onto the adjacent
outdoor recreation area and to the street to promote
the safe use and informal overlook of these areas.
The building uses will help define the project open
space and relate to the adjacent Robarts gardens. All
setbacks subject to survey.
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SITE 6

100 ST. GEORGE STREET (SIDNEY
SMITH ACADEMIC BUILDING, 2ND
TOWER)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the west side of St. George
Street between Harbord and Willcocks Streets.

Open Space
There is a pattern of front yard setbacks for the
modern buildings on the west side of St. George
Street of approximately 9m.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
This area is composed of mid-rise “slab” type
buildings perpendicular to St. George Street, (e.g.,
the Ramsey Wright Building 110 St. George Street,
the Lash Miller Building 70 St. George Street and
the Sidney Smith Building.)
The potential exists on the south part of this site to
add another slab building following the pattern on
the west side of St. George Street. Any building
proposed for this site will be similar in height and
massing to the existing Sidney Smith and other slab
buildings to the north and south (average height
30m).
As part of the development of this site the entry
area and terrace can be enclosed and built to a
height of 12m and will be integrated into the St.
George Street Streetscape Plan.

Setback
At the south end of the site, an additional tower
can be added to the existing base. The new south
tower will follow the setbacks of the north tower,
(i.e., 9m setback from the St. George Street property
line, 9m on Huron Street and a setback of 6m from
Willcocks Street.) On the Willcocks Street frontage,
an entry pavilion up to two storeys in height may be
built to the property line.

Open Space
The forecourt area for the existing academic hall
entry will be fully integrated with the proposed
landscaping and streetscaping for the St. George
TORONTO
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Street frontage including supporting landscape
amenities such as lights, benches and bicycle
parking.
The main entrance and existing midblock route from
St. George Street through the site to Huron Street
will be upgraded and integrated more fully with the
existing building and streetscape plan. The
utilization of the terrace as part of this main
pedestrian and entrance area will provide a more
accessible public area.

Height and Massing
The height of the existing slab type building at
Sidney Smith Academic Hall is 30.5m. The proposed
tower will have the same height, matching the
existing floor–to–floor heights and have a similar
floor plate and similar massing. The renovation and
additional floors added to the terrace area will not
exceed 12m in height.
The architectural treatment will be compatible with
the existing Sidney Smith Building.

On Willcocks Street, the setback from the property
line will be landscaped and integrated into the open
space plan in accordance with the U of T open
space initiative, which proposes the closure of
Willcocks Street.

Pedestrian Routes
A pedestrian midblock route exists through the
building connecting Huron Street to St. George
Street. If a second tower is added this route will be
enhanced both internally and externally.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The existing entrance fronting onto St. George
Street will remain as the main entrance whether
additional floors are added or not. A secondary
entrance off Willcocks Street will also be
incorporated into the building circulation. Fully
integrated access for the disabled is to be provided
at both entrances.
In any new tower, semi-public and common uses
will be located on the ground floor, facing and
opening onto the adjacent pedestrian areas to
promote the safe use and informal overlook of all
these areas.

Streetscape
As part of integrated landscape plans for the
University and streetscape plans for Willcocks Street,
streetscape improvements including pedestrian
lighting, street trees, and decorative paving, shall be
provided on the Huron and Willcocks Street frontages.
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SITE 7

1 SPADINA CRESCENT (SPADINA
CIRCLE/CONNAUGHT BUILDING)

CONTEXT

Location
This site is located within Spadina Circle, and
includes the Connaught Building (originally Old
Knox College). There is development potential on
the north side of the site which is currently a
parking lot.

Heritage Issues
The Old Knox College or Connaught Building at 1
Spadina Circle is designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act. The south, east and west facades will
not be altered. To the east of the site, the Borden
Building at 563 Spadina Crescent East and to the
west several houses 544-560 Spadina Crescent, 568
and 570 Spadina Avenue as well as Lord Lansdowne
Public School (33 Robert Street) are included in the
City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties.
New construction in this area will not detract from
or obscure the importance of the existing facades or
roofscapes.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Spadina Circle is unique in Toronto; a circular block
visually centred on four streets. The main entrance
of the Connaught Building faces south towards Lake
Ontario. The block terminates views east and west
along Russell Street, and north and south along
Spadina Avenue.
Any new building addition will provide a new
principal facade and entrance facing north and
enhance the termination of the view south from
Bloor Street.

Setbacks, Connection Zone and Build-to Line
The north facade will be perpendicular to Spadina
Avenue, with an 11m setback from the most
northerly point of the property line. This north
facade will also have a “build-to line” centred on
the south tower axis with a width of 10m.
A 5m landscaped setback is required on the sides of
Spadina Circle. The east and west facades of the
addition will be perpendicular to Russell Street.
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Any building addition will appear to be visually
separated from the historic building. The link
(connection zone) between the existing and
proposed building must leave the side walls of the
Chapel on the east side and residence on the west
side exposed to view. It could include an open or
enclosed glazed central courtyard to complete the
half courtyard at the back of the existing building,
or a north–south and east–west pedestrian arcade.
The connection will occur within a space created by
a 10m setback from the north facade of the existing
building. All setbacks subject to survey.

Open Space

On the north facade of the heritage building exists a
stairwell with a spire roof. Consideration will be
given to enhance this view either from the expanded
courtyard separating the new structure from the
historic building or to incorporating this terminating
feature into the design of the new structure.
The base height of 12m corresponds to the cornice
lines of the existing heritage building (Old Knox
College) and the heights of the heritage houses
across the street on the west side.
The central portion of the massing has a maximum
height of 18m. Mechanical equipment will also be
integrated within this height limit.

If an open courtyard is proposed instead of the
glazed connection zone, access at grade for
pedestrians and service vehicles is permitted. This
open courtyard will be appropriately landscaped.

The side wings when constructed will be
symmetrical.

Pedestrian Routes

Servicing and vehicle access will be located in the
north area of the site.

Servicing

The predominant pedestrian route is from the east
leading into the connection zone. Upon completion
of any building on this site, a crosswalk north or
south of the Russell Street corner is desirable for
pedestrian safety.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Pedestrian entrances will relate to Bancroft and
Russell Streets to the north and east faces of the
building. A formal entrance will be located on the
north face of the building centrally located to
address the view south from Bloor Street.

Streetscape
No sidewalks or sidewalk improvements are required
around the perimeter of Spadina Circle. A 5m
landscaped setback is required with trees, shrubs and
ground cover. At the rear north entrance, a hard
surfaced entry court with decorative paving,
appropriate planting, and lighting is required.
Similar treatment is also required at the new east
entrance to the “connection” zone.

Height and Massing
The north facade of the new building will formally
terminate the view from the north, down Spadina
Avenue to the spire of the building. This can be
accomplished by either an open or transparent arcade,
as indicated on the envelope map, allowing the vista to
be terminated at the spire of the landmark structure.
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SITE 8

22 RUSSELL STREET

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the north side of Russell Street
between Spadina Avenue and Huron Street. Directly
to the north and east is the Earth Sciences Centre
and research courtyard. To the west is an existing
service lane and the South Borden Building.

Heritage Issues
The South Borden Building , 563 Spadina Ave. –
listed
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Development of this site provides the opportunity to
complete both the streetwall on Russell Street and
the inside perimeter of the Earth Sciences Courtyard,
by directly connecting to the Earth Sciences Centre,
to the east and north.
It is assumed that the new addition will share
facilities in the existing Earth Sciences Centre.
Any new building will acknowledge the existing
buildings through the use of similar materials and
architectural details.

Setbacks
The buildings on either side of this site are not
aligned, but are each very close to their respective
front property lines. No front yard setback is
required for this site.
Any new building will directly abut the Earth
Sciences Building to the east and north, connecting
all floor levels. The upper storeys may abut the
Borden Building to the west.
Any new facade will provide articulation to the
north side of Russell Street and mediate between the
different front yard setback conditions. By providing
generous “reveals” on either side of a central facade
a separate identity could be created for this
building.
This “reveal” on both sides of the central facade will
be about 1m deep x 6m wide. The 6m dimension is
related to the width of the existing service lane at
grade.
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Open Space
Access will be provided from the main lobby through
to the Earth Sciences Courtyard.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The central portion of the facade will accommodate
a generous ground level entrance facing onto Russell
Street. Disabled access may be provided via the
existing entrance at the north-west corner of Russell
and Huron Streets.

Streetscape
As part of an integrated landscape plan for the
University, sidewalk improvements are required on
Russell Street to include pedestrian lighting, street
trees and decorative paving.

Height and Massing
The overall height of the new development will be
compatible with the Earth Sciences Centre (17.5m).
The mechanical penthouse roof elements will be
integrated with the building massing.

Service
Development on this site may utilize existing
services of the Earth Sciences Centre such as access,
loading, servicing and fire exits.
The existing service lane adjacent to the Borden
Building is to be maintained as a vehicular and
alternative pedestrian route.
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SITE 9

(A)50, (B)70 ST. GEORGE STREET

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located at the northwest corner of St.
George and Russell Streets. It is part of the “West
Campus” area, which is comprised of large postwar,
single purpose buildings. To the north is the Lash
Miller Building (Chemistry Lab); to the west the
McLennan Lab tower (Physics) at 65m; to the south
the Steam Plant. On the east side of St. George
Street there are heritage buildings and Development
Site #10.

Heritage Issues
To the south; 44 St. George Street – listed
To the east across St. George Street; Knox College
59 St. George Street – designated
The Forestry Building 45 St. George Street – listed
Note: the view of Convocation Hall from Russell
Street is important to maintain.

Open Space
On the west side of St. George Street, there is a
historical pattern of grassed front yard setbacks of
approximately 10m.
To the north of the site there is a well established
east–west pedestrian route connecting the West
Campus to King’s College Circle across St. George
Street. The walkway leads into a plaza located in
front of the McLennan Physics Building.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General
Development on Site A will be built directly adjacent
to and, possibly integrated with the existing
McLennan Physics Building to its west on Russell
Street. It may be constructed over the existing
service ramp. The north wall of the new building
will be aligned with the main entrance to the
McLennan Building at 60 St. George Street.
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Setbacks

Height and Massing

Development on Site A will maintain a 10m front
yard setback similar to the existing setbacks to the
north and south of the site. The west end of the
south building wall is to be aligned with the
McLennan Building at 16 Russell Street (which is set
back 2m from the property line), and be set back an
additional 6.6m north at a point directly aligned
with the east end of the University Steam Plant
opposite. This additional setback preserves the
existing trees on Russell Street and creates a more
generous public space at the intersection of St.
George and Russell Street. A similar widening will be
retained on the south west corner of these two
streets to enhance the Russell Street view corridor to
the dome of Convocation Hall. All setbacks subject
to survey.

The overall height limit for this site is 23m, with a
base height not to exceed 19m. The 19m height is
compatible with the Design Guidelines prepared for
the development site (#10) on the east side of St.
George Street. These heights apply to new
development on both 50 St George Street and the
Lash Miller Chemical Lab.

Open Space

An additional setback of 10m from the 19m base
height is required on the east elevation to maintain
the lower scale along St.George Street and to follow
the pattern of setbacks with the slab type buildings
(e.g. the Lash Miller Building to the north).

Servicing
Utilize the existing McLennan Building ramp for
servicing below grade. New construction can be
built over this area.

The plaza in the centre of this block will continue to
be an important spatial element in this area. New
development on Site A will form the southern edge
of the plaza. The walkway will be upgraded to
include decorative paving, lights, benches and
planting etc., to increase the useability of the plaza,
as proposed in the U of T Master Plan.

Pedestrian Routes
The east–west pedestrian route will have a minimum
width of 10m and be integrated into the plaza
directly north of the site. Landscape treatment is
required and consideration will be given to gateway
elements at the St. George Street edge.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The building entrance for Site A will front onto St.
George Street with secondary entrances facing onto
the plaza and Russell Street.
The north building elevation of Site A will be related
to the walkway and plaza. Semi-public and common
uses will be located on the ground floor, facing and
opening onto the adjacent pedestrian areas to
promote the safe use and informal overlook of all
these areas.

Streetscape
Improvements to sidewalks on the site and St.
George Street and Huron Street will be consistent
with any integrated landscape plan for the
university.
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SITE 10

47-55 ST. GEORGE STREET
(PARKING LOT)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the east side of St. George
Street, south of Knox College, north of the academic
building at 45 St. George Street and west of Simcoe
Hall, on the western edge of the Heritage Core of
the University of Toronto. The existing house at 49
St. George Street may be removed, or incorporated
in the development.
The existing context of the east side of St. George
Street establishes the overall built form pattern of 3
to 4 storey residential and institutional buildings.
The site is the termination of Russell Street. The
dome of Simcoe Hall is on axis with Russell Street.

Heritage Issues
The site is situated among three heritage buildings:
Simcoe Hall, 150 College Street – listed
Forestry Building, 45 St. George Street – listed
Knox College, 59 St. George Street – designated

Open Space
There is a pattern of front yard setbacks of
approximately 6 m on the east side of St. George
Street. There is also an east-west walkway south of
Knox College at the north end of the development
site. There is a view along Russell Street to the
Convocation Hall Dome.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

Setback and Projection Zone and Build-to
Line
The development of this site will respect the 6 m
setback along St George Street. Architectural
articulation of the facade consisting of minor
elements such as porches, bay windows etc, which
may project up to 2m in front of the main building
wall, for not more than 40% of the facade length, is
encouraged.
The development will be setback 16m from the
building at 45 St. George Street in order to maintain
the view down Russell Street to Convocation Hall.
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This will also provide a setting for the north facade
of the heritage building.
The north side of the development will be setback
10m from Knox College in order to provide an east–
west pedestrian walkway and maintain a view of the
south facade of the heritage building. The north
building elevations and windows will be designed to
maintain adequate privacy for the residents of Knox
College.
The development will also be setback a minimum of
10m from the major windows of the west facade of
Simcoe Hall.
The “build-to line” for this site is located on the
south, west and north facade, to ensure that the
building continues the street edge and forms the
south wall of the walkway and the north wall of the
view corridor to the dome of Convocation Hall. All
setbacks subject to survey.

Open Space
The St. George Street setback area will be grassed
and treated as a building forecourt or garden with
supporting landscape amenities such as lights,
benches and bicycle parking.
A publicly accessible landscaped area is proposed at
the rear of the site to enhance views of the heritage
facades and light to the windows of Simcoe Hall.
The landscaped area will be defined by the new
development, and the facades of Simcoe Hall and
the Forestry buildings. It will continue the pattern of
enclosed open spaces characteristic of the University
particularly the Heritage Core Area.
The major access points to the courtyard will be
from St. George Street (west) and Galbraith Road
(south). Additional access to the east-west
pedestrian walkway is desirable, but the new
building could directly connect to Simcoe Hall at the
north end of the facade, if desired.
The landscaped area will contain a mix of soft and
hard surface landscaped areas; be inviting and
accessible; and include amenities such as lights,
benches and planting.

maintained between the two buildings. Landscape
treatment is required and consideration will be given
to gateway elements at either end of the walkway.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Any building entrance will front onto St. George
Street with consideration to a symmetrical
placement of the entrance(s) in the west building
elevation (similar to adjacent buildings). Integrated
access for the disabled is to be located at the main
entrance.
Semi-public and common uses will be located on
the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
adjacent pedestrian routes to promote the safe use
and informal overlook of these areas.

Height and Massing
The overall building height will not exceed 23m on
Building A and 15m on Building B. This is
consistent with the heights of the adjacent heritage
buildings and respects the view of the Convocation
Hall dome as a dominant feature. The mechanical
penthouse roof elements will be integrated with the
building mass.
The massing will be compatible with and reflect the
articulation, roof profiles, strong cornice lines, and
fenestration of the adjacent heritage buildings, and
not exceed the height of those heritage buildings.

Servicing
Servicing access will be taken via Galbraith Road.
Consolidation and coordination of services for the
various buildings in the area (Simcoe Hall, Forestry
etc.) will be considered as part of the development
of this site.
Parking ramps, loading and storage areas will be
incorporated into the building mass and minimize
impact on the open spaces of the site. These service
activities will be screened from the heritage
buildings.

Pedestrian Routes
An important east–west pedestrian route is located
on the north side of the site. A minimum walkway
width of 10m, including landscaping will be
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SITE 11

91-97 ST. GEORGE STREET (AT
HOSKIN AVENUE)

CONTEXT

Location
This is an infill site located on the east side of St.
George Street within the Heritage Core of the
University. The Faculty of Management Studies
Building is directly north of the site and the Innis
College Residence north of that. To the south is the
Newman Centre. To the east is St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church and Massey College.

Heritage Issues
The site incorporates two heritage buildings located
at 91 and 97 St. George Street (both listed) which
form part of a historic residential building pattern
along the east side of St. George Street, and is
adjacent to:
50 Hoskin Avenue – listed (St. Thomas Aquinas
Catholic Church)
89 St. George Street – designated (Newman Centre)
4

Devonshire Place – designated (Massey College)

A portion of the existing heritage houses located at
91 and 97 St. George Street will be retained and
incorporated into any development project on this
site, as shown on the site plan diagram.

Open Space
The open space pattern along the east side of St.
George Street consisting of 6m front yard setbacks
will be maintained.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Development on this site will acknowledge its
historic context, and pattern of 3 storey houses on
this block. The heritage buildings located at 91 & 97
St. George Street may be incorporated into future
development. If 91 St. George Street is not directly
incorporated in the project, a side yard setback of
3m will be required from its north wall.

Setbacks and Build–To Line
Consistent with the existing buildings along St.
George Street, the front wall of new development is
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to be setback 6m from the front property line. This
setback area will be grassed, with supporting
landscaping. Architectural articulation of the facade,
consistent with the houseform buildings nearby, is
encouraged.
The main entry will be setback an additional 5m
(i.e., 11m from the front property line) from St.
George Street via a building forecourt with a mix of
hard and soft surfaces, supporting landscaping,
benches, bicycle parking, etc. This forecourt is to
have a minimum area of 25 square metres and be
physically defined by 91 St. George and the new
building as shown on the map.
The north and south side-yard setback is 2m from
the property line. A 10m setback from Massey
College and the Church is required. Two build-to
lines are required to complete the houseform pattern
that exists along St. George Street, as well as to
ensure that each forecourt is enclosed and provides
the building with 2 major entrances.

Open Space
A courtyard is required at the rear of the site to be
defined by the walls of the new building and the
west face of Massey College. This location will also
complement the required setback of 10m from the
historical facades of the Church and the Newman
Centre.
The major access to the courtyard will be from St.
George Street or Hoskin Avenue, and it will connect
to the walkways to the north and east.
The courtyard will contain a mix of landscaped areas
and hard surface areas; be inviting and accessible;
and include amenities such as lights, benches and
planting. Landscaping will be used to help define
the perimeter of the courtyard.

Consistent landscape treatment for this
lane/walkway and decorative paving is required
similar to the landscaping of the laneway to the
north.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance will front onto St.
George Street and be entered via a building
forecourt. Integrated access for the disabled is to be
located at the main entrance.
Semi-public and common uses will be located on
the ground floor, facing and opening onto the rear
courtyard and where feasible, also onto the adjacent
pedestrian routes to promote the safe use and
informal overlook of these areas.

Height and Massing
Along St. George Street, the building base height
will be 12m, which is compatible with the houseform
scale of the street. The base massing will reflect the
articulation, roof profiles, strong cornice lines and
fenestration etc. of adjacent buildings. A “build-to
line” is located in the north 5m and south 5m to
ensure that the houseform rhythm is continued.
A height of 23m can be accommodated in the
interior of the site. This is compatible with the
heights of the nearby buildings, provided the taller
portion is stepped back 6m on the east face and 3m
on the south building face and 4m on the north
building face.

Servicing
Access to servicing for this site will be from St.
George Street, using the proposed extension of the
private north-south lane at the rear of the site
linked to the existing east-west lane from St. George
Street.

Pedestrian Routes
A private east-west and north-south service
lane/pedestrian route is located north of the site. On
the east side of the site, the required minimum
setback of 10m from the heritage facade of Massey
College, will allow for continuation of the lane for
servicing as well as a pedestrian access to the west
entrance of Massey College. The portion of the
pedestrian walkway which continues south to Hoskin
Avenue will also be improved.
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SITE 12

100 DEVONSHIRE PLACE AND 315
BLOOR ST. WEST

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the west side of Devonshire
Place, south of the Admissions Building (former
Observatory) which fronts onto Bloor Street. To the
west is Woodsworth College. To the south of the
site are the tennis courts belonging to Trinity
College.

Heritage Issues
This area is part of the Heritage Core of the
University.
To the north and west of the site are:
Admissions Building (former Observatory) at 315
Bloor Street West – listed
Woodsworth College, Drill Hall and the mansions at
117, 121 and 123 St. George Street – all included
in the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage
property.
This proposal assumes a connection to the
Admissions Building. This connection will be as
transparent as possible to ensure that the rear
facade is visible and the connection sympathetic to
the building’s architectural materials, detailing etc.

Open Space
There is a pattern of front yard setbacks of
approximately 6m on the west side of Devonshire
Place. South of the site there are two tennis courts,
an east-west walkway and a garden for St. Hilda’s
College.
To the north of the site is the Admissions Building
yard.
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DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
This site backs onto the Woodsworth College
addition, which is built to the rear property line with
minor windows and a rear entrance to the college.
The existing north-south lane (between St. HiIda’s
and Innis College) will be extended
A pedestrian access from this site through to
Woodsworth College, across the proposed lane, will
be considered.

Setbacks and Build-To Line
Consistent with the setbacks that exist on the west
side of Devonshire Place, the main building wall of
the new building will be set back 6m from the front
property line. At the north and south portion of the
site, the build-to lines are required to ensure that
the new building will align with the historic building
to the north located at 315 Bloor Street West and to
create a street edge to the west side of the street in
anticipation of the development of the Varsity site.
The frontyard setback area will be a mix of hard and
soft landscaping and treated as a building forecourt
or garden with supporting landscape amenities such
as lights, benches and bicycle parking.
A 6m setback at the west property line is required to
allow for a north-south service lane/pedestrian
route, and to provide access to the exit and
windows of Woodsworth College. Setbacks subject
to survey

Open Space
On the Devonshire Place frontage an entry forecourt
is required with a minimum area of 300 square
metres (exclusive of the front yard setback). The
forecourt will contain a mix of landscaped areas;
hard surfaced areas; be inviting and accessible; and
include amenities such as pedestrian lights, benches
and planting.

Pedestrian Routes
Consideration will be given to improving the eastwest pedestrian route located south of the tennis
courts, (in collaboration with Trinity College) in the
same manner as the north-south laneway with
pedestrian lighting and decorative paving.

Consideration will also be given to extending a
pedestrian route through the building to align with
the existing rear entrance of Woodsworth College.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance on Devonshire Place will
be entered through a forecourt and provide
integrated access for the disabled.
Semi-public and common uses will be located on
the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
adjacent pedestrian routes, the forecourt area and
the open space (tennis courts) to the south to
promote the safe use and informal overlook of all
these areas.

Streetscape
Improvements to sidewalks on Bloor Street and
Devonshire Place will be consistent with any
integrated landscape plan for the university.

Height and Massing
The base building height on the north property line
will not exceed a 10m height with a 6m stepback to
the 25m height and then a 3m stepback to the
overall height of 28m to allow for a suitable
transition in height to the Admissions Building. On
the east and west sides, there is a 3m stepback to
the 28m height. On the south property line a 12m
height is appropriate for a depth of 6m along the
walkway then a stepback of 25m for a length of 8m
to the overall height of 28m. The height of 12m
relates to the lower heights of nearby buildings
including Woodsworth College to the west (9m), and
St. Hilda’s College to the south (12m).
A “build-to line” is required in two locations: one
for 23m at the northerly edge facing onto
Devonshire Place but not connecting into the
historic Admissions Building and at the south end of
the site the “build-to line” is for a length of 14m to
establish the street edge but still allow for the
phased construction of two separate buildings.

Servicing
Servicing for this site can be accessed either from St.
George Street via the existing service lane in the rear
or from Devonshire Road.
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SITE 13

77 CHARLES STREET WEST
(CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the south side of Charles
Street West, one block east of Queen’s Park Crescent
and one block west of Bay Street. To the west of
the site is the Victoria College Campus and to the
south the St. Michael’s Campus.
The site terminates the view south from Bloor Street
along St. Thomas Street.

Heritage Issues
The site is located on Charles Street West near
several historic buildings:
Burwash Hall of Victoria College (to the west) 73
Queen’s Park Cr. – listed
Two houseform buildings (to the east) 63 and 65
Charles Street West – listed
Several houseform buildings (north side of Charles
Street West) from 76 to 80 – designated and
100 — 108 Charles Street West – listed
100 — 108 Charles Street west are included in an
approved site specific development.

Open Space
To the south and west of the site there are two
significant open spaces known as the Victoria
College Quad and St. Michael’s Campus.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Development on this site provides the opportunity
to enhance the view south from Bloor Street, and
will complement adjacent buildings such as Burwash
Hall and Rowell Jackman Hall.

Setback and Build To Line
On this site a 4m front yard setback is required,
consistent with setbacks on the south side of
Charles Street West, west of Bay Street.
A 2m side yard setback from the west property line
is all that is required due to the location of the
Jackman Hall Residence. A 4m side yard setback
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from the east property line is required to meet Light
View and Privacy requirements. The setback at the
rear of the lot (south property line) is 3m.

Pedestrian Routes
On the west side of Jackman Hall is an established
pedestrian route.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Any building entrance will be centred on the northsouth axis of St. Thomas Street. Integrated access
for the disabled is required.
Semi-public and common uses will be located on
the ground floor, facing and opening onto Charles
Street and the rear portion of the site to promote
the safe use and informal overlook of these areas.

Streetscape
Improvements to sidewalks on Charles Street will be
consistent with any integrated landscape plan for
the university.

Height and Massing
The base building height of the proposed
development will be compatible with the existing
houses to the east which range in height from 10m
to 12m. The overall building height in the centre of
this site is not to exceed 26m, which is compatible
with Burwash Hall.
The base condition will have a maximum height of
12m with a 2m stepback on the north face. At the
east and west corners of the north face an additional
stepback of 2m is required to respect the houseform
buildings across the street and to the east of the
site. On the west side no setback is required above
the 12m height. A higher building height as a tower
element 5m x 5m (up to a height of 30m) is
appropriate if centred on the St. Thomas Street axis.
Articulation of the facade similar to Burwash Hall is
encouraged.

Servicing
Servicing on this site will be combined with the
underground parking if possible. As an alternative,
shared services with Loretto College could be
considered.
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SITE 14

88-112 COLLEGE STREET
(BANTING & BEST INSTITUTES)

Note:
The guidelines assume that the buildings located at
100 and 112 College Street (Banting & Best Institutes)
will be demolished; 88 College Street is to be retained
and upgraded as part of this development.
CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the north side of College
Street between Queen’s Park Crescent and Elizabeth
Street, between the government and hospital areas.
To the north of the site, are several buildings
housing offices for the Government of Ontario,
Surrey Place (a private clinic) and Women’s College
Hospital. The north wing of the Toronto General
Hospital is on the south side of College Street.

Heritage Issues
The north wing of the Toronto General Hospital
which directly faces this site and 88 College Street,
formerly the Zion Church, are included in the City of
Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties .
Preservation of 88 College Street will be secured by
a heritage easement agreement, particularly if the
100 College Street property is developed as a
separate project.

Open Space
To the west of the site is a park area (located on
both sides of Queen’s Park Crescent), which acts as a
major gateway to the area, contains a subway
connection point, and allows a broad vista of the
Legislative Assembly Building to be seen north up
University Avenue.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
This site is composed of five lots, which can be
treated as one site or two separate sites. As part of
the development agreement for the eastern lot, the
listed heritage church located at 88 College Street will
be preserved and upgraded. The surrounding area,
particularly the lot municipally known as 90 College
Street, will be integrated with the new development
and be publicly accessible as an open space.
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Setbacks and Projection Zone
A consistent 6m front yard setback from the
property line to the main building wall exists on the
north side of College Street from Elizabeth Street
west to St. George Street and will be maintained on
this site. This setback area will be grassed and
treated as a building forecourt or garden with
supporting landscape amenities such as lights,
benches and bicycle parking.
Architectural articulation of the facade, consisting of
minor elements such as symmetrically placed
building projections, may project 2m in front of the
main building wall not to exceed more than 40% of
the facade length.

Open Space
The park area adjacent to the west building facade,
at the corner of College Street and Queen’s Park
Crescent, plays an important spatial role for both
the University and the Ontario Legislature Buildings.
A prominent west face for the building will address
the park.
Given the size and length of the site, buildingrelated open spaces or forecourts will be included as
major spatial elements. The forecourts will be not
less than 250 square metres in size in total. Three
locations will be provided along the front facade to
permit a variety of uses and activities.
A publicly accessible forecourt is proposed between
the new development and the Zion Church. The
open space(s) including the west side yard of the
Zion Church at 88 College Street will contain a mix
of landscaped areas, hard surfaced areas, be inviting
and accessible and include amenities such as lights,
benches and planting.

adjacent open space areas including the west park
area, to promote the safe use and informal overlook
of these areas.

Streetscape
Improvements to the sidewalk on College Street will
be consistent with any integrated landscape plan for
the area.
The College Street sidewalk improvements will
include pedestrian lighting, street trees, bicycle
parking and decorative sidewalks.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for this site is 33m, with a
base height of 23m, the latter is compatible with the
Toronto General Hospital heritage facades across
College Street.
If developed as one site, the 23m base height may
be continuous with a central separation of 12m
between higher building elements (above the 23m
height). If developed as two separate buildings and
sites, a 6m side yard setback will be required on
either side the central dividing property line.
Because of the lower heights of the existing heritage
church and the Toronto General Hospital building to
the south, a 6m setback for towers above the 23m
base height will be required on the east, west and
south sides to mediate between these various
conditions.
A 2m projection zone has been applied to the front
facade facing onto College Street to break the visual
effect of the long facade.
If residential uses are proposed, “Light, View, and
Privacy Standards” will be adhered to.

Pedestrian Routes

Servicing

With the redevelopment of this site, a pedestrian
route will be established from College Street north
to Surrey Place.

Access to parking and servicing will be taken from
College Street. If developed as two separate sites,
the servicing will be shared between both properties
in a central location. In either case, the entrance to
the parking and servicing will be integrated into the
College Street facade, close to the property line.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Building entrances will front onto College Street,
with two or more symmetrically placed entrances in
the building facade elevation. A secondary entrance
from Surrey Place could also be provided.

All required parking is to be underground.

Semi-public and common space uses will be located
on the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
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SITE 15

8 TADDLE CREEK ROAD (MEDICAL
SCIENCE ADDITION)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located near the northwest corner of
Queen’s Park Crescent and College Street. A portion
of the proposed building is on top of and in front
of the Medical Science Building, north of the
Mining Building. The building will occupy part of
Taddle Creek Road south of the Medical Science
Building and east of the Roseburgh Building west of
the Fitzgerald Building.
A second site is located south of the Tanz Building,
east of the Fitzgerald Building (facing onto Queen’s
Park Crescent and College Street).

Heritage Issues
This site is surrounded by Heritage buildings. They
include the Mining Building (designated) at 170
College Street and the Roseburgh, Fitzgerald and
Tanz Neuroscience Buildings.

Open Space
Taddle Creek Road is a University-owned road which
has potential to be an open space for public use.
There are many mature trees which are to be
retained.
To the east of the site is a large open space, part of
the Legislative Assembly park setting.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
This site marks the corner of the University precinct.
The space associated with Taddle Creek Road is part
of a road system that once serviced the university
from College Street north to Bloor Street. This area
on the site is to be redesigned as a large
forecourt/entrance area to provide a green
pedestrian area for all the buildings fronting onto
this space.

Setbacks, Projection Zone and Build-to Line
The College Street facade of the Queen’s
Park–College addition will align with the Mining
Building to the west at 170 College Street shown as
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a build-to line. The east facade will align with the
east wall of the Tanz Building. A consistent 6m
frontyard setback from the property line to the main
building wall exists on the north side of College
Street from Elizabeth Street west to St. George
Street and will be maintained on this site. This
setback area will be grassed and treated as a
building forecourt or garden with supporting
landscape amenities such as lights, benches and
bicycle parking.
The addition located in the Taddle Creek Road area
will become the main entrance to the Medical
Science Complex. The main building wall will be set
back to the north, 63m from the south property
line. Efforts will be made to avoid having the south
portion of the addition obstruct the facade of the
Fitzgerald Building and the Roseburgh Building. The
east and west walls of the addition will maintain a
setback of 3.25m and 7.5m respectively in this area.
New construction will be compatible with the
existing heritage structures in the immediate area in
the following ways: size, height, and setback of
structures, exterior features, such as window sill or
header lines, the proportion of window and door
openings to the overall facade, and the horizontal or
vertical emphasis of major building elements and
building materials.
Architectural articulation of the facade, consisting of
minor elements such as symmetrically placed building
projections etc. may project 2m in front of the main
building wall in total for not more than 40 % of the
facade length. Setbacks are subject to survey.

Open Space
The park area adjacent to the east building facade,
at the corner of College Street and Queen’s Park
Crescent, plays an important spatial role for both
the University and the Ontario Legislature Buildings.
The proposed Taddle Creek Road courtyard/forecourt
may also function as the main entrance for the new
facility and the Fitzgerald and Roseburgh Buildings.
A 6m setback is required at the southeast corner of
the site, to create a forecourt or garden area in front
of the Fitzgerald Building similar to what exists to
the west along College Street. This area is to be
landscaped with the appropriate pedestrian
amenities.

Pedestrian Routes
The proposed forecourt is to be used predominantly
for pedestrians and to incorporate a pedestrian route
through this part of the campus. Existing pedestrian
routes are to be maintained either as open surface
routes or direct and accessible public routes through
the buildings. The existing routes, east-west from the
subway stop as well as the north-south route along
Taddle Creek Road will lead to the entrances of the
new facility.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance of both buildings will face
onto College Street. The new south facing entrance to
Medical Science will have a forecourt in the tradition of
the south facing public buildings. The Tanz addition
could have an additional entrance facing onto the park
area to the east. The service for this complex of
buildings will be accessed from a service lane north of
the Mechanical Engineering Building to the west of the
site. All servicing will be internal to the building.
Semi-public and common space uses will be located
on the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
adjacent open space areas including the east park.

Streetscape
The College Street face shall continue the existing
pattern of street related facades and setback
forecourts. Sidewalk improvements will include street
trees, bicycle parking, and decorative sidewalks and
where appropriate, pedestrian lighting. The design
for the proposed building will attempt to
accommodate the existing vegetation including
several mature trees.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for the addition to the
Medical Science Building is 49m occurring in front
of and above the existing Medical Science facility,
with a base height not to exceed 18m in the
entrance pavilion area, fronting onto the courtyard
facing onto College Street. The east portion of the
development site located south of the Tanz Centre
will not exceed a base height of 19m with an
interior height of 25m.

Servicing
Access to parking and servicing will be taken from
King’s College Road. All required servicing and
parking is to be internalized.
TORONTO

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

June 2004

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

This page has been intentionally left blank.

TORONTO
June 2004

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

SITE 16

200 COLLEGE STREET
(ENGINEERING ANNEX AND PART
OF THE WALLBERG BUILDING)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located in the interior of the block,
south of the Sandford Fleming Building 10 King’s
College Road and north of the Wallberg Building at
184 and 200 College Street. The site sits at the rear
of Cumberland House in the middle of a service area
and truck loading zone for the Engineering Complex.

Heritage Issues
The Sandford Fleming Building to the north is
designated and to the west Cumberland House at 33
St. George Street is included in the City of Toronto
Inventory of Heritage Buildings.
Compatibility with nearby heritage buildings in
terms of height, massing, and architectural details
will be important in the Toronto Historical Board
review.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Development on this site will be restricted to the
area identified as the footprint of the proposed
building which includes the demolition of the
Engineering Annex and development behind and on
top of the Wallberg Building.

Setbacks
The development will be not less than 10m from the
south wall of the Cumberland House. There is no
setback required from the rear of the Pratt Building.
Setbacks subject to survey.

Pedestrian Routes
An informal pedestrian route exists between
St. George Street and King’s College Road. This
walkway will be improved and integrated into the
St. George Street Revitalization Strategy.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance will front onto College
Street with an additional entrance facing onto the
east–west pedestrian walkway.
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New development at grade will provide for semipublic and common space uses facing and opening
onto the adjacent open space areas to promote the
safe use and informal overlook of these areas.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for this site is 23m occurring
above and behind the Wallberg Building. The 23m
height is in the interior of the block and will be
obscured from view by pedestrians along King’s
College Road or St. George Street by the existing
buildings that range in height from 16 to 21 metres.
The portion that is above the Wallberg Building will
be set back 11m from the existing west building
wall, 8m from the south building wall and 16m
from the east building wall.

Servicing
The existing service/pedestrian route from King’s
College Road will be maintained and internalized
within the new building structure.
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SITE 17A

5 KING’S COLLEGE ROAD
(MECHANICAL ENGINEERING)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located above the existing Mechanical
Engineering Building (A) on the east side of King’s
College Road and the existing Haultain Building (B).
It is situated just west of the proposed new Medical
Science Complex.

Heritage Issues
The Mechanical Engineering Building is included in
the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Development on this site will be restricted to the
area identified as the footprint on the attached plan.

Setbacks
The rooftop addition will be setback 3m from the
perimeter parapets of the existing building to
obscure the view of the additions. Setbacks are
subject to survey.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for this site is 23m occurring
above the Mechanical Engineering building. The
23m height is set back and will be obscured from
pedestrians on King’s College Road.

Servicing
The existing service/ pedestrian route from King’s
College Road will be maintained.
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SITE 17B

(THE HAULTAIN BUILDING)

CONTEXT

Location
This site is located in a service court to the rear of
the Mining Building at 170 College Street, east of
the Mechanical Engineering Building at 5 King’s
College Road and south and west of the Roseburgh
Building at 4 Taddle Creek Road.

Heritage Issues
The Mining Building has been designated under the
Ontario Heritage Act.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
The Haultain Building is located in a service court
surrounded by laboratory buildings varying in height
from 12 m to 30 m and has an above-grade link
with the Mining Building.

Setbacks
The proposed floor plate will be set back 6m from
the north wall of the Mining Building to allow
access for service vehicles.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for this site is 23m The view
of the proposed building will be entirely obscured by
the existing peripheral buildings.

Servicing
The existing service/ pedestrian route from King’s
College Road will be maintained.
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SITE 18

40 ST. GEORGE STREET (KOFFLER
BLOCK INTERIOR INCLUDING
FRONTAGES ON ST. GEORGE,
RUSSELL AND HURON STREETS)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located at the southwest corner of St.
George and Russell Streets through the interior of
the block west to Huron Street. It is part of the
“West Campus” area, which is comprised of large
post-war, single-purpose university buildings. To the
north is the Steam Plant. On the east side of St.
George Street are heritage buildings and Site #10.

Heritage Issues
The north east corner of the site includes the home
at 44 St. George Street which is listed and which
will be restored and included as part of the
development. The Koffler Centre directly to the
south of the site is designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act.

Open Space
On the west side of St. George Street, there is a
pattern of grassed frontyard setbacks of
approximately 10 metres.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

Setbacks and Build To Line
Development on the site fronting onto St. George
Street will maintain a frontyard setback similar to
the existing setbacks to the north and south of the
site. The north wall of the proposed development
connecting into the houseform building (parallel to
Russell Street) will be aligned with the Steam Plant
directly to the west of the site.
On both the Huron and St. George Street frontages,
a build–to line is required to complete the street
edge and align with the existing buildings.

Open Space
The informal courtyard that exists in the centre of
this block will continue to be an important spatial
element in this area. New development on the site
will form the northern edge of the courtyard with
the existing buildings to the east, west and south
forming the other edges. The walkway and courtyard
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will be upgraded to include decorative paving, lights,
benches and planting etc. The parking that presently
exists in the courtyard is to be removed.

Pedestrian Routes
The existing north–south pedestrian/service route
from College Street will be maintained providing
access and servicing. A connection through to St.
George Street is also recommended. Landscape
treatment is required and will be integrated with and
extend the character of the St. George Street
Revitalization Project.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The building entrance for the development site will
front onto St. George Street and Huron Street with
secondary entrances facing onto the courtyard.
Integrated access for the disabled is to be located at
minimum in at least one of the entrances.
The north building elevation will be related to
Russell Street as well as St. George Street. Semipublic and common uses will be located on the
ground floor, facing and opening onto the adjacent
pedestrian areas to promote the safe use and
informal overlook of all these areas.

Streetscape
Sidewalk improvements are required; street trees,
decorative pavement and where appropriate,
pedestrian lighting.

Height and Massing
On the Huron Street frontage and interior of the
block the building can rise to a height of 32m at
the street edge given the surrounding context.

Servicing
Servicing to the Koffler Building will be retained
from College Street, with additional servicing from
Huron Street.
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SITE 19

14 QUEEN’S PARK CRESCENT WEST
(MCMURRICH BUILDING ADDITION)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the west side of Queen’s Park
Crescent. It is a small addition to the existing
McMurrich building north of the Medical Science
Complex.

Heritage Issues
The relationship between buildings fronting Queen’s
Park Crescent and the Ontario Legislature Building is
extremely important. New buildings will not project
above the grade line at the roadway. The design
treatment of the roof will be focused on minimizing
its obtrusiveness.

Open Space
To the east of the site across Queen’s Park Crescent
is the large lawn in front of the Ontario Legislature
Building. To the south is a grassed area with mature
trees.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
It is anticipated that development on this site will
not be seen as one travels south–bound by car on
Queen’s Park Crescent.

Setbacks and Alignments
The addition will be set back 10m from the east
property line and set back 43m from the south wall
of the McMurrich Building. Setbacks subject to
survey.

Open Space
It is desirable that the roof of any addition be
landscaped and allow for a pedestrian ramp or stair
from the northern edge to connect into the Taddle
Creek path and the Philosophers’ Walk extension. To
the south, the path will connect into the existing
path system.

Pedestrian Routes
A pedestrian route (part of the Taddle Creek path
and extension of Philosophers’ Walk) exists to the
south of the site and connects into the McMurrich
TORONTO

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

June 2004

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

TORONTO
June 2004

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

Building and into and through the Medical Science
Facility. It will be maintained.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for this site is 4m occurring
at the existing grade of the parking lot. The north
end of any proposed building will not project
beyond point A as shown on the map.

Servicing
The existing service/ pedestrian route from King’s
College Road will be maintained.
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SITE 21

299 AND R273 BLOOR STREET
WEST (VARSITY STADIUM)

CONTEXT
Location
The site is located on the south side of Bloor Street
situated between the Royal Ontario Museum to the
east and St. George Street to the west. To the north
Bedford Road “T’s” into this site with an exit from
the St. George Subway Station. To the south of the
site are university buildings many with historic
designations.

Heritage Issues
Included in the City of Toronto Inventory of
Heritage Properties are the following buildings; the
Admissions Building The Royal Conservatory of
Music (RCM) and the Royal Ontario Museum. To the
south there are the buildings of Trinity College,
Massey College and the Newman Centre all
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.

Open Space
The playing field and ice rink will be incorporated
into any new development on this site.
To the east of the site is Philosophers' Walk a park
area which acts as a major pedestrian gateway to
the University.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
A new stadium playing field will be integrated with any
new development on this site as an open space for the
university. Bedford Road terminates at Bloor Street
directly to the north of this site and might be
acknowledged in the form of a forecourt and terminus.
The generous setback along the south side of Bloor
Street will be continued on this site. The setbacks will
also be acknowledged along Devonshire Place.
The parking lane on the east side of Devonshire
Place may be removed to provide a more generous
boulevard and accommodate a regulation running
track.
Coordination with adjacent landowners regarding
development is important in terms of massing,
servicing and pedestrian circulation. Trinity College
is the major land owner to the south of the site and
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the Royal Conservatory of Music is the adjacent land
owner to the east on Bloor Street.

Setbacks and Projection Zone
A consistent 5m frontyard setback from the property
line to the main building wall is typical along Bloor
Street and will be maintained on this site. This
setback area may be treated as a building forecourt
with supporting landscape amenities such as lights,
benches and bicycle parking.
On the east side of Devonshire Place, a 5.36m setback
from the property line is required to continue the
pattern of the existing frontyard setback of Trinity
College. The east–west playing field configuration is
excluded from this requirement and can project into
the 5.36m setback on the east side of Devonshire
Place and 3m into the Devonshire Place road allowance.
Along the east side of Devonshire Place a projection
zone is allowed for architectural articulation of the
facade which may allow projections of up to 2m in
front of the main building wall for not more than
40% of the facade length.

Open Space
A forecourt(s) is recommended on the north–south
axis of Bedford Road. The axis and orientation of
Bedford Road will be terminated in the built form.
The goal of a symbolic gateway to the university is
to be incorporated into the architectural design of
the built form. A forecourt or forecourts will
acknowledge the pattern of forecourts that exist on
Bloor Street West between Avenue Road and
Spadina Avenue.
An open area specified as the “Playing Field” is to
be shown with an associated open space area of
10,000 m2 to accommodate construction of a
regulation-size sports field and associated seating.

Pedestrian Routes
Consideration must be given to all open spaces,
especially Philosophers’ Walk to provide overlook.
Any built edge will be of an appropriate scale and
all environmental conditions will be respected. Any
required improvements to Philosophers’ Walk
resulting from the construction of the playing field
and related athletic facilities will respond to the
University’s open space initiatives.
An allowance for a pedestrian walkway will be created
north–south near the easterly property line in

conjunction with Royal Conservatory of Music with all
the amenities associated with pedestrian spaces. An
additional east–west walkway is also encouraged along
the south property line. Both can potentially connect
to Philosophers’ Walk and the new athletic field.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The primary building entrances will front onto Bloor
Street and Devonshire Place.
Semi-public and common space uses will be located
on the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
adjacent open space areas to promote the safe use
and informal overlook of these areas.

Streetscape
Streetscaping and landscape improvements for both
Devonshire Place and Bloor Street, as well as
landscaping of the setbacks, forecourts and the
proposed pedestrian walkways, will be required. They
will include appropriate landscaping, pedestrian
lighting, street trees and decorative paving.

Height and Massing
A Bloor Street setback of not less than 5m from the
north property line is required, similar to the existing
setback of the Royal Conservatory of Music and the
Museum to the east, and to the Admission Building
and the Senator Croll Building at 341 Bloor Street West
to the west. A height of 25m is allowed with another
stepback of 21m and then up to a height of 48m.
The 48m height envelope is to be set back 3m on the
western edge and a 5m setback is required along the
easterly portion beside the Royal Conservatory of Music.
A feature that will terminate Bedford Road and
provide a symbolic entrance to the university will be
placed on the centre axis of Bedford Road.

Servicing
Vehicular entrance to the underground parking and
servicing will be provided from Devonshire Place or
Bloor Street.
In particular, coordination with RCM regarding
parking access and servicing is to be considered in
order to minimize the necessary curb cuts and to
enhance and protect the pedestrian realm along
Bloor Street. The building envelope is set back 4m
from the easterly property line adjacent to the RCM
to facilitate such joint access, as well as pedestrian
routes to the Athletic Field and Philosophers’ Walk.
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SITE 22 73 ST. GEORGE STREET (PARKING
LOT TO THE NORTH OF THE DANIEL
WILSON RESIDENCE)
CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the east side of St. George
Street, south of Union Hall and the Whitney Hall
Student Residence and west of the Back Campus
open space, on the western edge of the Heritage
Core of the University of Toronto.
The existing context of the east side of St. George
Street establishes the overall built form pattern of a
3 to 4 storey residential and institutional
streetscape.

Heritage Issues
The site is included in the City of Toronto Inventory
of Heritage Properties and is situated between two
heritage buildings:
Whitney Hall, 85 College Street – listed
The houseform building to the south at 65 St.
George Street – listed

Open Space
There is a pattern of front yard setbacks of
approximately 6m from the property line on the east
side of St. George Street. There is also an east-west
walkway at the north end of the development site.
To the east of the site is a major open space called
the Back Campus.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
This site is situated in the Heritage Core of the
University and surrounded by buildings that are listed
or designated. It backs onto one of the largest open
spaces on the campus. Therefore the design of any
building will fit into the context surrounding it and
carefully form an edge to the adjacent open spaces.

Setback and Build To line
The development of this site will respect the 6.11m
setback along St George Street. Architectural
articulation of the facade consisting of minor
elements such as porches, bay windows etc. is
encouraged.
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The setback area will be grassed with supporting
landscaping including walls, gates and trees,
compatible and consistent with the buildings south
of Hoskin Avenue.
The north side of the development will be set back
15m from 79 St. George Street, respecting the rose
garden and existing pedestrian route along the
south side of 79 St. George Street.
A build-to line is required to ensure continuity of
the street edge and the facade of the existing
building. Setbacks subject to survey.

Open Space
The St. George Street setback area will be grassed
and treated as a building forecourt or garden with
supporting landscape amenities such as fences, walls
trees, lights, benches and bicycle parking.

Height and Massing
The overall building height will not exceed 14m.
This is consistent with the height of the adjacent
heritage buildings.
The massing will be compatible with and reflect the
articulation, roof profiles, strong cornice lines, and
fenestration of the adjacent heritage buildings.

Servicing
Servicing will be from St. George Street. Parking
ramps, loading and storage areas will be
incorporated into the building mass and minimize
impact on the open spaces of the site. These
activities will be screened from the heritage
buildings.

Pedestrian Routes
An important east-west pedestrian route is located
on the north side of the site. The existing walkway
will be retained between the two buildings.
Landscape treatment is required and consideration
will be given to gateway elements from St. George
Street providing access to the Back Campus.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Any building entrance will front onto St. George
Street with consideration given to a symmetrical
placement of the entrance(s) in the west building
elevation (similar to adjacent buildings). Integrated
access for the disabled is to be located at the main
entrance.
Semi-public and common uses will be located on
the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
adjacent pedestrian routes to promote the safe use
and informal overlook of these areas.

Streetscape
As part of the overall development, present
streetscape improvements for St. George Street will
be maintained.
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SITE 23A & B

90 QUEEN’S PARK
(THE PLANETARIUM)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the west side of Queen’s Park
just south of the Royal Ontario Museum (ROM). The
Planetarium, is east of the Edward Johnson Music
Building and north of Falconer Hall.

Heritage Issues
Falconer Hall and the Royal Ontario Museum are
both included in the City of Toronto Inventory of
Heritage Properties.
Under either scenario visibility of the southernmost
wall of the Royal Ontario Museum is to be
maintained to the maximum practical extent.

Open Space
Directly to the west of the site is a large open space
called Philosophers’ Walk with mature trees. To the
south is Queen’s Park, a large open space at the
north end of the Ontario Legislature Building.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
On this site two scenarios are plausible; one keeping
the existing Planetarium and adding to the building
to provide additional usable space and to improve
access and circulation.
The second option is to demolish the building and
construct an entirely new facility with associated
uses.

Setbacks and Alignments
Any addition will be setback 13m from the east
property line to align with the main wall of the
museum. A minimum setback of 8m will be required
from the south property line if a new structure is
built, an additional stepback of 3m after the 11m
height will be required.

Open Space
To the west of the site is Philosophers Walk a large
open space /path system that connects Bloor Street
south to Hoskin Avenue.

TORONTO

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

June 2004

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

H-27.7m

TORONTO
June 2004

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

TORONTO

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES

June 2004

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO (MAIN CAMPUS)

Pedestrian Routes
An east-west pedestrian connection is required
linking Queen’s Park to Philosophers’ Walk. This
can be accomplished through an open walkway or
a walkway through the building.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Any new addition will function as a second main
entrance to the museum for group tours and will be
welcoming and very public in its nature.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for this site is 23m to relate
to the height of the ROM and allow connections
into the museum space.

Servicing
The existing service/pedestrian route at the rear of
the site will be maintained.
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SITE 24

5 DEVONSHIRE PLACE
(TRINITY COLLEGE ADDITION)

CONTEXT

Location
This site is located to the north of Trinity College
and to the east of the Gerald Larkin Building. The
eastern edge faces onto Philosophers’ Walk.

Heritage Issues
The site incorporates two heritage buildings located
at 6 Hoskin Avenue (designated) and 3 Devonshire
Place (listed).

Open Space
The courtyard and quadrangle configuration typical
of the historic part of the campus will be
maintained and continued.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
Development on this site will acknowledge its historic
context, and continue or maintain the existing
pattern of front yard setbacks and open spaces.

Setbacks
A 6m setback is required along Devonshire Place to
align with the existing buildings to the south and
the proposed development to the north. A projection
zone of 2m is allowed along this facade. This
setback area will be grassed, with supporting fences,
gates, walls, trees and landscaping. Architectural
articulation of the facade, consistent with the
existing architecture nearby, is encouraged.

Open Space
A courtyard is required in the centre of the site. An
additional open space is to be created opening onto
Philosophers’ Walk.
The major access to the courtyard will be from
Devonshire Place and Hoskin Avenue, and it will
connect into Philosophers’ Walk to the east.
The courtyard will contain a mix of landscaped areas
and hard surface areas; be inviting and accessible;
and include amenities such as lights, benches and
planting. Landscaping will be used to help define
the perimeter of the courtyard.
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Pedestrian Routes
An east-west and north-south service lane–
pedestrian route is to be located on the site. The
pedestrian walkway which continues south to Hoskin
Avenue in the centre of the site will be improved
and integrated into the existing pedestrian system.
Consistent landscape treatment for this lane/walkway
and decorative paving is required similar to the
landscaping of the laneway to the north.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance will front onto
Devonshire Place. Integrated access for the disabled
is to be located at the main entrance.
Semi-public and common uses will be located on
the ground floor, facing and opening onto the rear
courtyard and where feasible, also onto the adjacent
pedestrian routes to promote the safe use and
informal overlook of these areas.

Streetscape
As part of an integrated landscape plan for the
university campus, streetscape improvements are to
include pedestrian lighting, street trees, decorative
paving and bicycle parking.

Height and Massing
Along Devonshire Place, the building height will be
20m, which is compatible with the existing building
heights. However, along the south wall of the
proposed development, (closest to the Devonshire
Place Residences which has a height of 14m and a
peak height of 19m) the base height will not exceed
14m for a depth of 3m and then up to the height
of 20m. The base massing will reflect the
articulation, roof profiles, strong cornice lines and
fenestration etc. of adjacent buildings.
An overall height of 20m can be accommodated and
is compatible with the heights of the nearby
buildings. The mechanical penthouse roof elements
will be integrated with the building mass.

Servicing
Access to servicing for this site will be from
Devonshire Place, using the proposed extension of
the private east-west lane at the north of the site.
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SITE 25

74-90 WELLESLEY STREET
(THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH)

CONTEXT

Location
The site is located on the north side of Wellesley
Street between Queen’s Park Crescent and Bay
Street. It is composed of 2 sites; 74 Wellesley Street
West (the High School) and 90 Wellesley Street West
(New St. Joseph’s College, including Mary Hall).

Heritage Issues
The relationship between the historic buildings
fronting on Queen’s Park Crescent and the buildings
on Bay Street requires a transition zone. To the
north of the site are several houseform buildings
and directly attached to this site is Old St. Joseph’s
College which is included in the City of Toronto
Inventory of Heritage Properties.

Open Space
To the north of the site is a small open space which
can be upgraded to a courtyard space by
demolishing the concrete block garage. A pedestrian
walkway will be created to provide a midblock route
to connect St. Joseph Street through to Wellesley
Street.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
This site is situated in between very tall buildings
located on Bay Street and the condominium at 62
Wellesley Street which is 52m in height. To the west
of the site are the historic houseform buildings
ranging in height from 8.2m to 9.1m. These two
sites located in the middle will act as a transition
zone between the two different scales and building
types.

Setbacks and Build To Line
The new buildings will be setback 8m from the
south property line to align with the condominium
to the east.
The 14m height zone is also a build-to line, to
ensure the alignment of the proposed development
with the existing buildings.
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Open Space
To the rear of the site is a space which can be
designed to create a semi-public open space with
pedestrian connections. There is a garage which will
have to be demolished. The Marshall McLuhan
Centre needs to be renovated.

Pedestrian Routes
A pedestrian route will be created to connect
St.Joseph Street to Wellesley Street. The proposed
extension of the path system will be provided and
improved for pedestrian use with amenities such as
pedestrian lighting, benches and landscaping.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
The main building entrance will front onto Wellesley
Street. Semi-public and common uses will be located
on the ground floor, facing and opening onto the
rear courtyard and, where feasible, also onto the
adjacent pedestrian routes to promote the safe use
and informal overlook of these areas.

Streetscape
As part of an integrated landscape plan, streetscape
improvements are to include pedestrian lighting,
street trees, decorative paving and bicycle parking.

Height and Massing
The overall height limit for 74 Wellesley is 36m with
a base building height of 14m. The building height
for 90 Wellesley is a 14m base height with a setback
of 13.5m and an overall height of 23m to provide a
transition zone to the lower scale buildings fronting
onto Queen’s Park Crescent.

Servicing
The existing service from Wellesley Street will be
maintained.
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SITE 27

100 QUEENS PARK (ADDITION
TO THE NORTH FACADE OF THE
ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM)

CONTEXT

Location
The Royal Ontario Museum (ROM) is located on the
south west corner of Bloor Street West and Queen’s
Park. The ROM forms the north eastern edge of the
University of Toronto Area of Special Identity. This
building along with the Lillian Massey Building on
the opposite corner of Bloor Street and Queen’s
Park, functions as the northern gateway to Queen’s
Park and frames views of the Ontario Legislature
Buildings and to the University itself.
The Bloor Street edge presently exists as a private
garden with the building setback approximately 23m
from the curb.
The building envelope proposed for this site is an
addition located on the northern portion of the
Museum facing onto Bloor Street.

Heritage Issues
The Royal Ontario Museum is included in the City of
Toronto’s Inventory of Heritage Properties. On this
site views will be maintained to the existing facades
of the north heritage wings. New construction in
this area will not detract or obscure the importance
of these facades.
The westernmost pavilion addition will be
transparent and light in character so that the
heritage wing to the south is kept visible.
The additions will not compete visually with the
heritage building in their design treatment.

Open Space
The western portion of this site will overlook
Philosophers’ Walk, which is noted in the Official
Plan as a “significant open space” and zoned as a
University Open Space.
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Streetscape

General Site Plan Issues

As part of the overall development, streetscape
improvements for the Bloor Street and Queen’s Park
frontages will be required. The streetscape
improvements will include a double row of street
trees, pedestrian lighting and decorative paving.

The building envelope will be attached to the
relatively new north addition situated in between
the historic east and west wings of the Royal
Ontario Museum. The museum is recommended to
be designated in the future.

Setback
Development will only occur between the two
historic wings of the ROM. No building development
will be placed in front of the north face of the
north east wing, however, a low–scale glass pavilion
could be constructed at the west side overlooking
Philosophers’ Walk. The building will be aligned
with the existing west wing of the museum.
The development of this site will be setback 9m
from the existing curb or 4m from the property line.
All setbacks subject to survey

Open Space
To the west of the site is one of the major open
spaces on the university lands, known as
Philosophers’ Walk. This open space is heavily used
by the public as a shortcut to the centre of, or
through the campus.

Additional landscaping is necessary to enhance the
setting for the pavilion on the west side of the site

Height and Massing
The central portion facing onto Bloor Street will not
exceed 12m in height. The links connecting the
existing building to the new building will not exceed
4m in height. On the western edge of the site a
pavilion-like structure is located which will not
exceed 9m in height.
The massing will be compatible with, and reflect the
articulation of the adjacent heritage buildings.

Servicing
Servicing access will be taken via the existing
servicing behind the McLaughlin Planetarium.

Pedestrian Routes
Adjacent to the property line on the western edge of
the site, as noted above, an important north-south
pedestrian route is located through the open space
known as Philosophers Walk.
The Bloor Street frontage will maintain a setback
area with a combination of hard and soft
landscaping and be treated as a building forecourt
or garden with supporting amenities such as lights
and benches, necessary to encourage and support
pedestrian traffic.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Any proposed building entrance will front onto
Bloor Street combining the functions of the museum
retail outlet, pedestrian entrance and gallery space
to enliven this area of Bloor Street. Integrated access
for the disabled is to be located at the main entrance.
Vehicular or bus drop-offs will not be permitted on
the Bloor Street frontage and will be maintained in
their present location on Queen’s Park.
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SITE 28

273 BLOOR STREET WEST (THE
ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,
ADDITION TO THE WEST AND
SOUTH OF MCMASTER HALL)

CONTEXT

Location
The Royal Conservatory of Music (RCM) is located
on the south side of Bloor Street West with
Philosophers’ Walk to the east and the Varsity
Stadium development site to the west. The RCM
forms part of the north–eastern edge of the
University of Toronto Area of Special Identity.
The Bloor Street edge is a grassed front yard and
parking lot with the building setback approximately
16m from the curb.
The building envelope proposed for this site is an
addition located west of McMaster Hall fronting
onto Bloor Street and in the rear portion of the site.

Heritage Issues
On this site, views will be maintained to the facade
of McMaster Hall and Memorial Hall (designated
under the Ontario Heritage Act). New construction
in this area will not detract from or obscure the
importance of their facades or roofscapes.

Open Space
The eastern portion of this site will overlook
Philosophers’ Walk, which is noted in the Official
Plan as a “significant open space” and zoned as
University Open Space.
DESIGN GUIDELINES

General Site Plan Issues
The bulk of the building envelope will be located at
the rear of the site facing south and east. The RCM
is designated under the Ontario Heritage Act.

Setback
The westerly portion of the envelope fronting onto
Bloor Street will be setback 5m from the property
line. All setbacks subject to survey
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Open Space
To the east of the site is one of the major “open
spaces” on the university lands, known as
Philosophers’ Walk. This open space is heavily used
by the public as a pedestrian route to the centre of,
or through the campus. On the west side of the site
the north-south access route will provide an
alternative pedestrian route to Philosophers’ Walk.

Pedestrian Routes
A north-south pedestrian/vehicular route is located
adjacent to the property line on the western edge of
the site.
The Bloor Street frontage will maintain a setback
area with a combination of hard and soft
landscaping and be treated as a building forecourt
or garden with supporting amenities such as lights
and benches, necessary to encourage and support
pedestrian traffic.

25m (which is the height of the ROM across
Philosopher’s Walk from the site).
Massing will be compatible with and reflect the
articulation, of the adjacent heritage buildings. In
particular, all new roofs will be pitched. The pitches
will relate as far as may be practical to the existing
pitches.
The junctions of the additions to McMaster Hall,
particularly on the west and south, are to maximize
the visibility and exposure of the facades of
McMaster Hall through articulation or other means.
The setbacks of additions from the south pavilion
will be enlarged to the maximum practical extent.

Servicing
Servicing access will be taken from Bloor Street. If
possible, servicing for this site will be shared with
the Varsity development.

Address and Grade-Related Uses
Any proposed building entrance will front onto
Bloor Street combining the functions of the RCM
retail outlet and pedestrian entrances as a way to
enliven this area of Bloor Street. Integrated access
for the disabled is to be located at the main
entrance. Vehicular or bus drop offs will not be
permitted on the Bloor Street frontage and will be
maintained in their present location on Queen’s
Park.

Streetscape
As part of the overall development, streetscape
improvements for the Bloor Street frontage will be
required. The streetscape improvements will include
a double row of street trees, pedestrian lighting and
decorative paving.

Height and Massing
The west portion facing onto Bloor Street will have
a massing of similar character to Memorial Hall
which has a height of 10.3m at the eave and a peak
height of 15m. That portion of the envelope in the
south-west of the site which is to be located south
of the east-west peak line of the existing McMaster
Hall will not exceed a height of 42m. The 42m
height was established as a transition height
between the height of the Varsity site at 48m and
the height of the ROM at 23m. The massing on the
south–eastern portion of the site will not exceed
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