


PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #1: AGENDA

Introductions  (City of Toronto)   7:00-7:10pm                                           

Presentation  (DTAH)      7:10-7:30pm                                                                   

Discussion/Workshop      7:30-8:00pm                                                                  

Summary            8:00-8:30pm                                                                                        
 
 



STUDY AREA



STUDY OVERVIEW AND TIMELINE



BACKGROUND

This Public Art Master Plan is a key 
recommendation from the Council-
approved 2012 Public Space 
and Streetscape Master Plan for 
Scarborough Centre. 
 
“Action 6.3: The City should prepare a public 
art plan for Scarborough Centre to guide 
acquisitions, ensure the quality, location and 
placement for new installations, and inform 
the relocation of existing pieces.”

Support for public art is articulated 
in a range of existing City of Toronto 
planning and policy documents, 
including the Official Plan and the 
Scarborough Centre Secondary Plan.



SCARBOROUGH CENTRE: PAST



Toronto Public Library: Scarborough Civic Centre Branch Woodlots Parks and Plazas

Neighbourhoods Streets Public Art

SCARBOROUGH CENTRE: PRESENT



SCARBOROUGH CENTRE: FUTURE 



WHAT IS A PUBLIC ART MASTER PLAN?

•	 Provides strategic direction

•	 Includes guidelines, principles and best practices 
for future commissioning, implementation and 
management of public art

•	 Provides a process for the City to locate, acquire, 
manage and maintain public art

•	 Provides an implementation plan, budget and 
conservation strategy



ROLE OF PUBLIC ART IN PLACEMAKING

•	 Reinforces community and neighborhood identity, 
and/or reflects community diversity

•	 Creates and contributes to memorable places & 
meaning

•	 Adds to the quality of the experience of the  
private & public realm, “tells a story” 

•	 Can be a connection to the past 

•	 Creates  a landmark, destination or sense of focus  
for public spaces

•	 Generates cultural, social or economic value

•	 Reinforces a sense of community pride



 Tool to help coordinate the realization of 
public art opportunities with the planning, 
approval and implementation of new 
development within the City

CITY OF TORONTO PERCENT FOR PUBLIC ART



WAYS TO SELECT OR 
COMMISSION PUBLIC ART 

•	 RFQ/RFP

•	 Artists as part of multi-disciplinary 
planning and design teams

•	 Ideas or open competitions

•	 Invitation and limited 
competitions

•	 Direct commissions



TYPES OF PUBLIC ART 

Independent 
Sculpture  
or Discrete Element

Site Specific  
Works

Integrated with  
Other Structures  
or Sites

Temporary  
(Event or Programme) 



1994 INTERNATIONAL GRANITE SCULPTURE SYMPOSIUM



AT PRESENT, THERE 
ARE 13 EXISTING 
PUBLIC ART WORKS 
IN SCARBOROUGH 
CENTRE  

Hand of God  
Carl Milles (1975)



Earth and Sky 
Peter Roller (1994)

Cloud Sensor 
Yoshio Yagi (1994)



Fironacci Cadenza 
Uga Drava (1994)



Ode to the Sun 
Rob Schreefel (1994)

Eruption 
Janis Karlovs (1994)



Procession 
Peter Roller (1994)

Stone for Quiet Water 
Knut Wold (1994)

21 Points in Equilibrium 
James Sutherland (1973)

Natural Development 
Peter Machata (1994)



Icarus 
Gord Smith (Private) (1980)

Bronze Women on a Bench (Private) 
(date / artist unknown)

Reticulated Gambol  
Young + Giroux (2008)



POTENTIAL SITES + OPPORTUNITIES

•	 Civic buildings, 
institutions or 
cultural facilities

•	 Parks, plazas, open 
spaces or woodlots

•	 Gateways and 
thresholds

•	 Transit Infrastructure

•	 Development sites 
(private + public)



POTENTIAL THEMES

Sustainability + 
Environment

Thresholds + 
Gateways

Interact +  
Engage

Celebrate  
Culture 

Art Infused 
Infrastructure 

Historic 
Continuity

Other?



DISCUSSION

1. What are the important stories to tell 
about Scarborough and the Centre 
through public art? 

2. What types of Public Art would you 
like to see in the Centre?

3. Any questions about the material 
presented this evening?



GUIDING PRINCIPLES- DRAFT

1.  Contribute to overall cultural vitality and 
sense of place in Scarborough Centre, 
which in turn can support new cultural, 
economic development and tourism 
opportunities.   

2.  Use public art as a connector for people 
and places throughout Scarborough 
Centre.

3.  Encourage public art that fosters 
learning, inquiry and dialogue.

4.  Promote community identity, 
involvement and participation in 
selection and making of public art.

5.  Draw on local, national and international 
artists.

6.  Support diverse approaches including 
permanent and temporary works, 
integrated art, design collaborations and 
new media practices.

7.  Promote creativity and innovation and 
reflect a variety of artistic expressions 
that represent excellence in creativity and 
design. 

8.  Prioritize sites based on desired impact, 
both as high profile and under-serviced 
areas.

9.  Ensure that public art  is an integral 
component of public works, public 
facilities, new buildings, transit areas and 
open spaces. 



KEY MESSAGES: LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE #1

•	 Tell The Story Of Scarborough  
Identity And Culture 
- “Home Above The Bluffs” 
- “Metamorphosis”

•	 Don’t Forget Pre-European Contact

•	 Existing Collection Is Not Well Known,  
And Of Varied Importance

•	 Quality over Quantity; Range Of  
Works Desired

•	 A Realistic And Achievable Collection / 
Manage Expectations 
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