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What makes this
neighbourhood work for
children & youth?
•

•

•

Public Realm: The complex has
safe, well-used open spaces and is a
destination for events, sports and a
farmers’ market.
Variety of Functions: The complex
integrates a wide range of shopping,
education and entertainment
facilities within five minutes walk of
new residential development.
Special Education: The Swiss
Cottage School provides special
education for children aged 2 to 19
with learning, emotional, behavioral,
and communication difficulties.

PROJECT INFORMATION
Location: Adelaide Road, Camden Town,
London, UK
Developer: Various, including Barratt
Homes West London Division, Dawnay,
Day Properties Ltd, Housing Associations,
Dominion Housing Group
Planners: Terry Farrell and Partners
Architect: Various, including Basil Spence
Architects, Bennetts Associates, S&P
Architects
Landscape Architect: Gustafson Porter
Year Completed: 2001-2007
Built Form Typology:
Mid-rise up to 13 storeys

BREAKDOWN
130 residential units
(25% affordable housing)
Total Area: 1.78 hectares
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Through a public-private partnership,
the London Borough of Camden led a
mixed-use redevelopment to create a
civic-cultural centre with multiple leisure
facilities for the local community. The
project optimized an existing block
that was developed in the 1960s. The
development of new residential units
funded the refurbishment of an existing
library and swimming pool as well as
new amenities for the current and future
residents. As a whole, the project brought
together a range of community facilities
to create a significant new indoor/outdoor
civic-cultural centre in North London.
The Visage and Swiss Cottage complex
integrates a library, pool, fitness
centre, school, theatre, retail stores
and a community park as well as a 13
storey mid-rise residential building. The
development provides a diverse mix of
amenities in a compact urban block with

A community park is located at the heart of the complex which is anchored by
the water feature. All other functions and uses are oriented to frame and front
onto this open space.
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The Public Art Plan by Modus Operandi includes the interior of the Children’s
Library that was redesigned to encourage children to explore the world of
knowledge. The contoured carpets reference maps, while the library’s activity areas
incorporate trail designs.

excellent access to public transportation,
including the Swiss Cottage Underground
Station and several bus routes.
The development has become a popular
destination for the wider community:
the fitness centre offers a wide range of
recreational activities for children aged
2-19 years, in addition to family swim
sessions. The interior design of the
Children’s Library creates an adventurous
place for children to explore.
Visage apartments are arranged around
lift and stair cores with entrances on
Winchester Road, resulting in small day-lit
landings serving three to four apartments.
Private apartments have balconies with
views to the city, while each core has a
larger communal roof terrace.

The fitness centre attracts 55,000 visitors each month for gymnastics,
trampoline, basketball, tennis and swimming classes. The climbing
wall was designed to be visible from the exterior as part of the building
facade, and is a featured element that creates a dynamic elevation for
the building.

The open space is highly visible to the street, but its location allows it to be buffered from arterial
traffic. On its north edge is a café in the adjacent theatre and on the south edge is spectator
seating for the football pitch, along with cafes in the leisure and community centres which are
popular and easily available to residents.

