Season-Responsive Design

What makes this
neighbourhood element
work for children & youth?
•

•

•

•

Active transportation is a critical
component of a complete vertical
communities. Public or private
infrastructure should incorporate
elements to facilitate navigating the
city with strollers and bicycles.
The design of these elements
provides an opportunity for sitespecific or whimsical design to
appeal to children.
Stairs that incorporate ramps for
stroller or bicycle wheels improves
accessibility and connectivity.
Wheeling channels allow cyclists
to roll their bicycles up or down a
stairway with greater ease.

What makes this
neighbourhood element work
for children & youth?
•

•

•

In Sweden, it is common to integrate ramps for bicycles and strollers into public staircases. This wheeling ramp makes
accessing public parks and moving through the city easier, safer, and more convenient for families with children.

•

Recreational facilities that provide
opportunities for outdoor play in both
hot and cold months are a valuable
amenity for families with children.
Accommodating outdoor activities
during winter months is more
challenging and deserves special
consideration.
A space that has the ability to adapt
its programs to suit the four seasons
allows for more efficient use of space
and supports the development of
community hubs.
The City of Edmonton lists 5 winter
design principles in their “Winter
Design Guidelines: Transforming
Edmonton into a Great Winter City.”
These principles are: Wind, Colour,
Sunshine, Lighting and Winter
Infrastructure. Each principle is
an important consideration for the
design of the public realm for yearround use.

SUMMER

WINTER

The Water Garden at Prince Arthur’s Landing in Thunder Bay’s downtown waterfront attracts families in both summer and
winter. The large splash pad transforms into a skating rink in colder months, with an outdoor fireplace and warming area
for skaters. The Pavilion supports year-round activities including swimming, skating, dining, and cultural events. The warm
colours and lighting along the facade create an inviting appearance and cozy environment during winter months.

WINTER

In Toronto’s Weston area, as part of a local public
realm improvement plan, the artist Scott Eunson was
commissioned to create bicycle rings for the area’s BIA.
The playful design appeals to children and augments the
standard street furniture in the area.

This wheeling channel in McDonald’s Cycle Centre (Millennium Park Bicycle Station) in Chicago provides a way for cyclists
to move seamlessly between the station’s lower levels and the outdoor public space. The channel is generously offset from
the wall/railing to accommodate the bicycle handlebars, while providing enough space for the cyclist to push the bicycle
unencumbered.

Berlin’s Badeschiff is a public, floating swimming pool and urban recreation area programmed for all seasons. There are a series of wooden decks, change rooms and shower rooms, as well as
activities such as yoga and stand-up paddle boarding. In the summer, there is an open pool, hammocks, lounge chairs and a small playground. In winter months, the floating areas transform
into an indoor pool and saunas.
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Bicycle & Stroller Infrastructure

