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The Urban Design Streetscape Manual is a reference tool developed     
to help implement City policy and guide the design, construction and 
maintenance of streetscape improvements in Toronto.  
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What is a 
streetscape? 

A streetscape is made up of paving, lighting, 
trees, street furniture and sidewalks, framed by 
buildings and open spaces, that combine to form 
an overall aesthetic and identity for a place. 
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To begin, launch the 
Streetscape Manual website at: 
toronto.ca/streetscapemanual 
 
Click on the “search” link to  
find a street or design detail. 

http://www.toronto.ca/streetscapemanual


STREETSCAPE  MANUAL  ONLINE Training Session 2: 
Searching the Manual 

Read the complete 
“Terms of Use” and 
click “I accept” when 
ready to move ahead 
to search the Manual. 
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2 

3 

There are 3 ways to 
search the Streetscape 
Manual online. 
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“Search by Map” is the 
most common option and 
is normally used when 
planning, designing or 
maintaining a streetscape 
for a specific location. 
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Additional search options 

2 

“Search by Street Name” 
provides an alphabetical list of 
all streets found in the Manual 
and offers a text-based 
alternative to the map search. 

3 

“Search by Streetscape 
Element” is an inventory-
based search normally used to 
inform maintenance or the 
design of new streetscapes. 
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Streetscape Elements 

The Manual provides design direction for 5 streetscape elements. The 
“Search by Streetscape Element” option provides access to an inventory   
of all design details referenced in the Streetscape Manual. 
 

  

paving trees medians lighting furniture 
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To learn more about each 
streetscape element expand the 
“Elements” tab on the main 
Streetscape Manual page and  click  
on the “+” beside the element.  
 

Example of 
the Paving 
element 
section 
expanded 
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To begin an inventory-
based search click on one 
of the five streetscape 
elements links. 
 
This allows you to access 
a list of all standard and 
site-specific design 
details for each element.  
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Click on each numbered link 
(e.g. P-1) to view a summary 
and open the PDF design 
detail in a separate window. 
This process can be repeated 
to review all details in the 
Manual. 

Sample of a standard 
paving detail (PDF) 
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The Streetscape Manual includes standard, site-specific and BIA design 
details. Site-specific details are identified by an “s” in the drawing number. 
Business Improvement details are identified by “BIA” in the drawing number.  
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Streetscape Location 

The Streetscape Manual is most often searched for design information 
about a particular street or location in the city.  

The “search by map” or “search by street name” options should be used 
during the preparation of streetscape designs for development applications, 
capital work and any other street or sidewalk-related construction projects. 
 

new development capital project sidewalk reconstruction 
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To begin a location-
based search click on 
the “Search by Map” 
link. 
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1 

2 

An interactive map will open in 
a new window.  
 

Use the search option(1) or 
zoom icons(2) to find the street 
or location in question. 
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Click on the                             button 
to bring up a window that 
allows you to zoom in on 
the desired street 
location (1). 
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Click directly on the line for 
the desired street location (1). 
 

This brings up a window with 
a link to information and 
design details for that 
particular section of street (2). 
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Streetscape Summary 
Review the 
streetscape 
information 
provided. 

• Street name, segment 
and streetscape type 

• Weblink to the Planning District 

• “Related Links” to policies, guidelines and 
other initiatives that may relate to the 
streetscape 

• Link to City of Toronto BIA website if part 
of a local Business Improvement Area 

• Standard and/or site specific design 
details recommended for the street 
segment  

Note: the streetscape design is finalized 
through consultation with City staff and 
implemented after City Council approval. 
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Click on “Related Links” to 
review other policies, guidelines 
and initiatives that may affect 
the streetscape design.  
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Click on the BIA link, if shown, 
to view a map of the BIA 
boundaries.  
Contact the Toronto BIA office 
for assistance coordinating 
the streetscape design within 
these areas. 
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Click on each streetscape 
element design detail to review 
the recommended streetscape 
treatments for this location. Each 
numbered link (e.g. P-s3) opens 
a PDF document in a separate 
window. 

Sample of design 
details (PDF) 

Note: all lighting installations in the public right-of-way 
must be approved by Toronto Hydro Corporation 
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Click on the “Street Trees” link 
to access the standard planting 
guide and Urban Forestry tree 
planting specifications. 
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Visit the City’s Coordinated 
Street Furniture website and 
the Manual’s Street Furniture 
link to review design options 
and placement strategies. 
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When specific details are not 
identified or more options are 
available, click on the 
“Standard” element link to 
review additional streetscape 
treatments. 
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Many streets have more than one standard 
or site-specific design detail to choose from.   

After reviewing each streetscape element 
and design option, the most appropriate 
streetscape treatments are determined by: 

• the existing or planned context; 

• available space in the sidewalk zone and 
setback; 

• width and location of the pedestrian 
clearway; 

• location of above and below-grade utilities; 

• other sidewalk/boulevard activities. 

These and other key considerations are 
outlined in Training Session 3: Decision-
Making. Always consult City Staff before 
developing a final streetscape design.  
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Once a suitable streetscape design 
concept is developed, refer to the City’s 
Road Works Standards website for 
technical construction drawings and 
specifications. 
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Locations in the Manual 
can also be searched by 
street name. To begin this 
type of search, click on 
the “Search by Street 
Name” link. 
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Streets and street 
segments included in the 
Streetscape Manual are 
listed in the Street Index 
in alphabetical order 

Note: Not all city streets are included in the Streetscape Manual. Only arterial roads (Major and Minor) from the 
Transportation Services Road Classification System, and some important collector and local roads are included. 
Streets that are not part of the Manual should still be designed and built to achieve a high quality public realm. 
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Use the alpha toolbar to 
look up the street name, 
then click on the 
appropriate street 
segment to access a 
Streetscape Summary 
and design details 
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Streetscape Summary 

The same streetscape 
summary will appear as 
when using the map-
based search 
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paving Example 
concrete paver band (2 rows) 

This simple 3-part sequence shows how the Streetscape Manual identifies a 
recommended design treatment, the City Construction Standards inform the 
preparation of technical drawings, and the final streetscape outcome is built 
to reflect the Toronto Official Plan’s vision for a high-quality public realm. 

1. Streetscape Manual Design Detail 

1 

2. Standard Construction Drawing 

2 

3. As-built Condition 

3 
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Pre-Development Condition 

The Streetscape Manual is often used to inform streetscape improvements 
that are part of a Development Application review process. The following brief 
example shows how the Manual could be applied on a portion of Yonge Street.  
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A “Search by Street 
Name” is carried out to 
retrieve all relevant 
streetscape information 
and design options for 
the street segment. 
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Post-Development Condition 

A final streetscape design is negotiated with 
City staff and key stakeholders, approved by 
City Council, and built as part of the site 
redevelopment. 
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STREETSCAPE  MANUAL  ONLINE 
END OF TRAINING SESSION 2: Searching the Manual 

Training Session 2: Searching the Manual is now complete. 

To continue learning, launch Training Session 3: Decision-Making.  

To begin using the Manual, click the ONLINE link below. 
 

http://www.toronto.ca/streetscapemanual
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