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Overview

• Project Background

• How Did We Get Here

• Guiding Principles of the Master Plan

• Project Objectives

• Approach

• Site Context

• Existing Conditions

• Proposed Trail Routing and Design Options 



Project Background

• Former landfill site, closed in 1982

• Re-vegetated to mix of forest and meadow

• Methane Conversion Plant was operated from 1996 -2015

• Master Plan

• Species at Risk (SAR), Cap Integrity, and Vegetation Management Plan 
completed
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Guiding Principles of the Master Plan
• The design of the Park will acknowledge and celebrate its urban 

context.

• The Park will support habitat protection, revitalization and 
enhancement.

• The Park will provide opportunities for inclusive use.

• The views and vistas that have resulted from the site’s historic and 
cultural use will be maintained and enhanced.

• The Park will provide for a range of recreational experiences and 
encourage engagement with the site and adjacent open space.

• The Park will recognize the educational opportunities that natural  
environments provide.

• The design of the Park will be bold in its approach to integrating cultural 
and natural heritage.



Objectives of this Detailed
Design Project

• Make public safety a priority

• Detailed and sustainable trail design and implementation

• Ecological protection and enhancement of vegetative 
cover and SAR habitat

• Protection of the landfill cover and function

• Design of selected trails infrastructure 
including signage, seating, viewing opportunities 



Approach

• Protect existing forest and wetland habitat, use by species at risk, 
existing vantage points and views

• Enhance meadow habitat, forest linkages, educational opportunities for 
engaging with the site’s natural and cultural heritage through recreation 
and interpretation

• Consider existing regeneration plantings, opportunities for off-road 
cycling

• Provide inclusive access and visitor amenities



Site Context
Legend:

Rouge National Urban Park



Existing Forest



Existing
Meadow 
Habitat



Existing
Regeneration
Plantings



Existing 
SAR Habitat



Existing
Conditions
Compiled 

Legend:



Opportunities 
Legend:



Proposed 
Trails

Legend:



Potential 
Trail Types 
Accessible Multi-use Trail 

Trail Surface:
• Firm
• Stable

City of Toronto – Primary Multi-use Trail
Source: Toronto Multi-use Trail Design Guidelines, 2014 

Former service access to High Point, to
become base for Shared Use Trail to High
Point



Potential 
Trail Types 
Multi-Use Single-Track

Parks Canada – Type 3 Trail  Trail
Source: Parks Canada Trail Type Classification

Example of 
Single Track 
Trail in Crothers 
Woods, Toronto



Trail Signage 

Trail head signage must be designed to be easily understood and 
detectable by users of all abilities 

• Trail length

• Type of surface 

• Average and minimum trail width

• Average and maximum running slope and cross slope

• Location of amenities  

This enables users to make an informed personal decision about which 
trails they will use, based on their own level of ability / mobility. 



Trail Signage 

• The City of Toronto is currently developing a set of signage standards as 
part of the Toronto Parks and Trails Wayfinding Strategy

• Trail sign design for Beare Hill Park will follow the new design standards 
at the appropriate time 

• Sign elements will include: 
• Trail head / gateway at entry points 

• Trail markers along trail routes and at key decision points

• Interpretive signs where there is a story to be told (natural, cultural 
point of interest, viewpoint etc.)



Lookouts and 
Signage

Legend:



Trail Signage



Parking Lot



Next Steps 
• Immediate

• Confirming firm and 
stable surface type for 
main trail

• Detailed design for trails 
and rest stations 

• Implementation of trails 
and parking area

• Following Phases 
(After trails implementation)
• Detailed Design for 

weather shelter at view 
point

• Consideration of 
planning for additional 
amenities in partnership 
with local partners



Thank You
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