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Traffic-Related Air Pollution (TRAP)

• TRAP

• Mixture of air pollutants from 
vehicles

• Exposure to TRAP greatest near 
highways & major roads

• Health effects

• Cardiovascular, respiratory, 
cancer, neurodevelopmental, 
dementia, diabetes
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Children are more at risk



Why is it important?



What can we do about TRAP? 

• Current Initiatives

• TransformTO, Walking Strategy, Toronto Complete Street 
Guidelines, 10-year Cycling Network Plan

• Need for a multi-pronged approach



Mitigation – low or no cost options

• Air Quality Health Index (AQHI)

• Timing of outdoor activities

• Location of outdoor activities

• Timing of air intake



Mitigation – building design

• HVAC system

• Filtration

• Passive ventilation – opening 
windows

• Portable filtration units

• Air intakes



Mitigation - barriers

• Vegetation

• Physical barriers



Mitigation – site layout

• Distance between people 
and traffic

• Playground location

• Drop-off zones



Next steps

• Best practices and 
design guidelines

• TPH fact sheet

• TPH and EED support –
Health Connection

416 338-7600



Thank you!

Any Questions?


