
Toronto’s waste management  

programs and policies date back  

over 100 years and have been changing  

ever since. The information presented  

here provides information on how waste is 

managed in the City of Toronto, the recent 

history of Toronto’s waste management 

system and how Toronto compares to other 

large cities/regions. 

Toronto is a North 

American leader in Solid 

Waste Management 

among its peers! The 

City has a  number of 

programs such as parks 

and public space 

recycling and curbside 

electronics collection 

which has contributed to 

greater diversion of 

items previously treated 

as garbage. 

1 Does not include waste sent to Waste to Energy facility 
2 Information presented is for comparative purposes only and is not a direct comparison as waste management practices are  

different in Europe compared to those in North American.  
3 Includes slag generated from Waste to Energy facility 
4 Diversion includes other materials not traditionally included in North American waste diversion calculations  





If you have a certain 

amount of household hazardous waste 
like batteries, fertilizers, medications and 

light bulbs, you can call the Toxic Taxi for 
a FREE pick up from your home or 

apartment/condo building?  In 2013, there 
were on average 17 calls per day for the 

Toxic Taxi and almost 175,000 kilograms
collected! 

To find out where items go, check out 
Waste Wizard at toronto.ca/ 

recycle or call 311 

The waste hierarchy reminds us of the order 
of importance when managing our waste.  
Priority is on reducing the waste we generate, 
then reuse, then recycle, then recover 
energy.  We should exhaust the first 4Rs 
before we send any waste to disposal. 

Household Hazardous 
Waste examples include  
cleaning products (e.g.,  
bleach),  paints, motor oil, 
pesticides, batteries and 
medication. Visit  the 
City’s website for a more 
complete list.   

The City doesn’t manage all 
the waste produced in 
Toronto. The City’s main 
customers include homes, 
most apartment and condo 
buildings, some small 
businesses and schools.  
 
The Waste Strategy will only 
focus on the waste produced 
by City customers.  

Toronto’s litter/recycling bins were designed to reduce 
litter and increase recycling in public areas. There are 
over 7,000 of these bins in the City, with more to come.  
 
These litter bins have receptacles for cigarette butts! 
Cigarette butts make up a large part of Toronto’s 
smaller litter items, they are harmful to the 
environment and can take up to 12 years to break down.  





The most effective way to manage waste is to not create it in the first place. Many products can be used for 
different purposes so before throwing away items, think about how they can be reused.  Reduction and  
reuse are the most effective ways to preserve natural resources, protect the environment,  
and save money! 

These are the different costs to 
process one tonne of waste.  

Even though we participate in the different collection programs,  
it still costs money to manage that material. 

If we reduce and reuse waste, we will decrease costs and our 
environmental impact!    

Buy a travel mug 
Bring it with you every 

time you buy coffee/tea – 
think of all the paper cups 

you’ll save! 

Reduce cleaning products 
Have one cleaning product for 
multiple purposes. Consider  

environmentally friendly 
alternatives like vinegar, 
baking soda and lemon.  

Plan ahead 
Make grocery lists before 

shopping to reduce food waste 
or monitor  food use to 
determine if changes to 

purchasing frequency are 
necessary. 

Avoid unnecessary printing 
Consider the environment, 

don’t print unless you have to. 
This includes emails, reports, 
tickets, bank statements, etc.. 

31% 
Collection and Transfer 

32% 
Processing and  
Transportation 26% 

Disposal and Perpetual 
Care of Closed Landfills 

9% 
Public Spaces Collection 

2% 
Education and Enforcement 

Donate items when possible 
Give away gently used items 

or sell to a consignment 
shop. Consider purchasing 

second hand.  

Reuse jars 
Clean out jars and 

reuse as drink glasses, 
food containers or 

flower vases.  

Reuse single-side 
printed paper 

Print on the backs of used 
paper or make notepads. Use 

scrap paper or opened 
envelopes for shopping lists 

and reminders.  
  

The City’s solid waste management division has an operating budget of almost $355 million for 2014. 
The graph below shows how this money is used to operate the City’s waste management program. 

Reuse paint 
Reuse old paint by 

finding things to paint in 
your home, touch up, or 
donate to local charities 

for their projects.  





 

In Toronto, the Blue Box program has been in place since the late 1980’s.  Since this time, we have become use to 

the idea of recycling and now 96% of residents living in single-family homes in the City participate in the program.   

This panel provides information on our recycling program. Over time the nature of our waste has changed (e.g. 

much more plastics in our waste). The type of materials that can be recycled, the quantity, and the value of these 

materials has also changed. Change will continue and we must be flexible for our diversion system to keep up.  

Material Value 

per 

tonne 

Mixed Paper (newspapers, 

cardboard, office paper) 
$ 

Polycoat (milk cartons, juice 

boxes) 
$ 

Aluminum (pop cans, 

aluminum pie plates) 

$$$ 

Steel (soup cans, paint cans) $$ 

PET (water bottles, bakery 

trays, peanut butter jars) 
$$ 

HDPE (shampoo bottles, 

laundry detergent) 
$$ 

Plastic Film (plastic bags) $ 

Polystyrene  

(Takeout containers, foam 

trays, white packaging foam) 

-$$ 

Mixed Plastics (clear bakery 

trays, clear berry containers) 
$ 

Mixed Glass -$ 

$0 - $100 $ 

$101-$1000 $$ 

$1001 $$$ 

2014 marks the  
25th  anniversary  

of Toronto’s 
recycling program! 

The City sells 

most of the Blue 

Bin materials 

which help offset 

costs of our 

programs. 

However, the 

City has to pay 

for some of the 

collected 

materials to be 

recycled.   
 

  

In addition to the Blue Bin Program, the  

City recycled 12,300 tonnes of other  

materials in 2013.  
 

Here is the breakdown of the other materials 

Look at how the Blue Bin has evolved from a simple to a comprehensive 
collection program!   

Electronics (7%)

Porcelain (toilets) (5%)

Carpet (0.5%)

Mattresses (22%)

Drywall (5%)

Small Business Cardboard (40%)

Scrap Metal/White Goods (19%)

Tires (1%)

Other Materials (0.5%)





Almost 50% of the waste we generate comes from organic sources such as fruit and vegetable scraps, 

coffee grounds, soiled paper towels and tissues, diapers, pet waste, leaves, and branches.  These 

materials can be turned into a reusable product: compost! 

This panel gives information on what happens to the organic materials collected through the Green Bin 

and leaf and yard waste programs. Green Bin materials are collected all year round and  

leaf and yard waste is collected from March to December.  

Note: Some apartment and condominium buildings (multi-family residences) have opted out of City waste collection 
services. Buildings that have City garbage collection services  receive Blue Bin and Green Bin collection by the City.   

The timeline below shows how the Green Bin program                            

                                               was phased in since 2002.   

The City gives 
away FREE 

compost 
made from 

collected Leaf 
& Yard Waste 
and Green Bin 

materials! The Green Bin program is 
available to apartment and 

condominium buildings that 
receive City garbage collection 

(~ 4,500 buildings). In 2013, 
13,000 tonnes of Green Bin 

organics were collected from 
the almost 2,600 buildings 

participating in the Green Bin 
program.  The remaining 1,700 

buildings will be brought on 
board to the Green Bin 

program in 2014.    





Green Bin materials are processed at one of two City-owned Green Bin  

processing facilities.   

• The City uses a technology called Anaerobic Digestion to process Green 
Bin materials. 

• Anaerobic Digestion technology uses microorganisms to break down 
biodegradable materials with no oxygen. The end result is compost and 
biogas, which can be converted to a renewable source of energy. 

• Toronto’s two Green Bin facilities (Dufferin and Disco Road) successfully 
divert thousands of tonnes of organics from landfill.   

• Toronto is the only municipality in Canada that allows non-compostable 
plastic bags to be used in Green Bins and accepts harder-to-process items 
such as disposal diapers, sanitary products and pet waste.   

• Benefits of this process include:  

• greater participation and convenience in the Green Bin program since 
plastic bags can be used (reduces the ‘Yuck’ factor); and 

• creation of compost as the end product which meets the strictest 
standards that is used on City parks.  

Our system includes an 
initial ‘wet’ processing 
step.  Water is added and 
a machine called a 
hydropulper spins the 
materials separating out 
the plastic and other 
unwanted materials. The 
plastic floats to the top of 
the hydropulper and a 
rake scrapes off and 
removes the plastic.   

The Dufferin Anaerobic Digestion facility opened 
in 2002 and was designed to process 25,000 
tonnes of organics per year.  It will be expanded 
to process 55,000 tonnes by 2017. Below is a 
picture of a hydropulper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Disco Road Anaerobic Digestion facility was 
recently constructed and is designed to process 
75,000 tonnes of organics per year. Below is a 
diagram of the new Disco Road facility.   
  

The City is currently investigating opportunities to use the biogas 

that is generated from Anaerobic Digestion as an energy source.  

Toronto Green Bin  





Where does your garbage go? 

The Green Lane Landfill is located southwest of the City of London, about 200 km from downtown 
Toronto. The City purchased the Green Lane Landfill  in April 2007.  As of January 1, 2011, Green Lane 
became Toronto's primary waste disposal facility. The site's total approved area is 129.7 hectares (320 
acres) and the disposal area is 71.2 hectares (176 acres). There is also about 800 hectares (2,000 acres) 
of land around the landfill to buffer the landfill from its neighbours. 
 
The landfill is a state-of-the-art solid waste disposal facility that is compliant with  
Provincial legislative and regulatory requirements. It has on-site treatment of leachate  
and a methane gas collection and flaring systems. The Green Lane Landfill has been in  
operation since 1978. In 2006, it received provincial approval for expansion. 

The City pays for the continued care 

of more than 160 closed landfills?  

Landfills require care for several 

decades after the site is closed. The 

money goes towards monitoring the 

groundwater and surface water and 

managing the leachate and landfill 

gas emissions.  





Tweet your ideas! 





Tweet your ideas! 




