Taylor Massey Creek Sub-\Watershed
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Northernmost Creek Course (north of Manhattan Park)

Very narrow corridor, dominated almost entirely by invasive non-native species like Manitoba Maple

and Norway Maple _

Few migrant birds noted in this section (photo 4 & 17)

Habitat for urban-adapted birds like Northern Cardinal, Song Sparrow

A few nodes of habitat where creek course meets powerline corridor but not as wide

as in section further south (photo 3) @

Two man-made ponds at north end were configured in the 1990s to provide habitat — )

some diversity of vegetation though still relatively steep-sided; provide amphibian \\ ?—

breeding habitat for adaptable species like Green Frog (photo 1) %
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Creek Course north of Pine Hllls Cemetery

Some very disturbed areas, especially in northern sections (photo 10)

Creek highly.channelized (photo 15)

Narrow corridor, disturbed and almost entirely dominated by invasive non-natives such.as
Black Locust,.Manitoba Maple, Norway Maple and Tartarian Honeysuckle.

Several areas of mowed grass (photos 12 & 8) some on engineered slopes (photo 7)
Migrant birds use this section as a corridor to move through the city — including some
species at risk (e.g. Canada Warbler) feeding on insects on flowering non-native shrubs like
Sweet Cherry and Apple. ;

Some larger nodes of habitat associated with powerline corridors, used by

grassland sparrows;provide east-west corridors for migrant birds (photo 11)

Hydro corridors also add diversity and east-west connections (meadow,

thicket, young forest)

Mammals such as White-tailed Deer and Woodchucks use thickets and meadows

Creek course north/east of Warden Avenue and Cemetery

: O Creek mostly channelized
' Most of cemetery is mowed so has little biodiversity; large patches of Austrian Pine with
nothing growing underneath
Area of high-quality deciduous forest within the northern part of the cemetery adds diversity
Creek adds diversity but is disturbed (46) @
Creek course largely dominated by non-natives such as Manitoba Maple, Black E@;cust,
Tartarian Honeysuckle and Garlic-mustard with rare patches of native species (p@to 6)
A few small wetlands but very little standing water for frog breeding (photo 13) % _
Large number of migrant birds moving through, gleaning insects on leaves of non-Bative
trees that leaf out early, taking advantage of insects on flowering trees like apple, clgrry
and hawthorn (photo 9) '
insects for'urban aerial insectivorous bird species at risk such as Chimney Swift and
Barn Swallow /
Breeding area for birds that are tolerant of urban habitats such as Baltimore Oriole,
Northern Cardinal and American Goldfinch
Areas of habitat potential for endangered bat species (photo 2)

0to 8 » former rail line north of
Bertrand Ave. with engineered
slopes with planted fruit trees
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Tavin; Creek

Recreational Trail

Warden Woods ESA

Some indicators of high quality forest habitat;Such as S e Nttt e
Eastern Red-backed Salamander ' ol N X s
A few-forest plant species with specific habitat requirements -\ s -
Steep slopes with deciduous forest dominated by native species oS \ _ Vil e s
Some secludedforest areas at top of slopes € - \ = Y . :
Diverse bird speciesiof a variety of habitats P - - ; R 2
Severateroded slopes W@@ RQD RN % '."Photo 14 ﬂmf}: re
One main paved path through-way (photo 16) @_;hm ERV4 \ _ *.: ' ! o A=
Areas of the creek have been left natural, but the creek is ' i ‘ - : ———
very “flashy” C 2,
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 Deciduous woods on slopes, with bottomland swamps, thickets, meadows and small wetiands s -- A : ' 4 5
 Many plant species that require specific habitats — mainly of woodlands and wetlands e > S '

« A few forest fauna species with specific habitat requirements — e.g. Pileated Woodpecker, i . : ' A
which is area-sensitive, Star-nosed Mole, which needs rich, moist soils with abundant insects. ' T}

» Breeding area for many fauna species tolerant of urban habitats %

- Small wetlands also contain standing water in spring, and provide some breeding habitat >
for frogs and toads, including one species rare in the Toronto area (Grey Treefrog) and several g
urban-tolerant species (Leopard Frog, Green Frog) ?}.

» Wetlands are al$o being invaded by a highly invasive non-native plant - Rough Mannagrass ?‘_\

» Slopes are quite'highly eroded, with few areas of rich spring ephemeral species ‘

» Several paved paths also have parallel natural surface path on opposite creek bank; paths close _}\_ W,
to erosive banks (photo 14) ,,.-‘-_'-_R-‘:Izptq 16 -_Ward‘en"’woods ESA
» Section of creek has areas left in natural state, but is very “flashy” 0 NA e e R T oLt i "‘mk \
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