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THE YONGE STREET VAN ATTACK:
ONE YEAR LATER
 

Apri l  23,  2019  marked  the  one  year  anniversary  of  the  Yonge

Street  van  attack.  10  people  were  ki l led  and  16  were  in jured  after

a  rented  van  was  del iberately  driven  onto  the  sidewalk  str ik ing

numerous  pedestr ians  on  a  sunny  Toronto  afternoon.

Immediately  fol lowing  the  attack  many  Yonge  Street  businesses

opened  their  doors  to  the  publ ic  and  emergency  responders  to

support  the  response  efforts .  

 

In  the  face  of  the  t ragedy,  day - to -day  business  on  that  str ip  of

Yonge  Street  was  forced  to  return  to  normal  almost  immediately .

Months  later ,  some  say  a  deeper  sense  of  community  has  taken

root  because  of  the  shared  t rauma  and  the  necessity  to  move

forward.

 

In  response  to  this  t ragic  event  the  City  of  Toronto  continues  to

revise  our  plans  and  procedures  for  deal ing  with  potential  mass

casualty  events.  Our  Partners  in  Preparedness  in i t iat ive  was

launched  short ly  after  the  attack  to  engage  both  the  private

sector  and  cri t ical  infrastructure  owners.  Our  membership  has

grown  to  over  300  partners  and  i t  is  our  goal  to  strengthen  these

relat ionships  in  planning  for ,  responding  to,  and  recovering  f rom

extreme  events.

This issue:

Business  Continuity

Awareness  Week
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EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS WEEK
 - ARE YOU READY?

While  governments  at  al l  levels  are  working  hard  to  keep  Canada  safe,  everyone  has  a  role

to  play  in  being  prepared  for  an  emergency ;  and  being  prepared  means  having  the

knowledge  and  equipment  necessary  to  better  cope  during  an  emergency.

Emergency  Preparedness  Week  encourages  al l  Canadians  to  take  three  simple  steps:

know  the  r isks,  make  a  plan  and  prepare  an  emergency  kit .

 

Emergency  Preparedness  Week  is  also  a  great  opportunity  for  companies  and

organizat ions  to  ensure  they  are  ready  for  an  emergency.  Your  organizat ion  can  use  this

event  as  an  opportunity  to  kick  start  your  emergency  management  program.

 

I f  you  already  have  a  program,  you  can  work  with  your  employees  to  f ind  ways  to  improve

your  organizat ion 's  emergency  readiness.  For  example,  you  can  take  some  t ime  during

Emergency  Preparedness  Week  to  review  your  plan  to  make  sure  i t 's  up - to -date,  provide

training  to  help  staff  get  famil iar  with  your  organizat ion 's  emergency  procedures  or  hold  a

dri l l  to  give  everyone  a  chance  to  pract ice  using  the  response  procedures.

Emergency  Preparedness  Week  is  an  annual

event  encouraging  Canadians  to  be  prepared  to

protect  themselves  and  their  famil ies  during

emergencies.  This  year ,  Emergency

Preparedness  Week  runs  f rom  May  5  –  11.

Here  are  some  materials  that  you  can  use  to  promote  Emergency  Preparedness  Week:

Publ ic  Safety  Canada  has  created  an  Emergency  Preparedness  Week  Toolkit  with  lots  of

t ips,  ideas  and  pract ical  resources

Ontar io 's  Off ice  of  the  Fire  Marshal  and  Emergency  Management  has  released

promotional  materials  for  Emergency  Preparedness  Week,  including  a  chi ldren 's  act ivi ty

booklet  and  emergency  preparedness  pocket  guide

Toronto 's  Off ice  of  Emergency  Management  has  developed  Get  Emergency  Ready

guides  to  help  Torontonians  be  prepared  (select  the  l ink  to  the  Personal  Emergency

Preparedness  Guides )

https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/ep-wk/tlkt-en.aspx
https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/epweek/epweek.html
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/public-safety-alerts/safety-tips-prevention/posters-pamphlets-and-other-safety-resources/
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STOP THE BLEED
Sunnybrook  Health  Sciences  Centre  is  Canada ’s  home  for  Stop

the  Bleed,  a  training  program  that  provides  people  with  the

tools  and  knowledge  to  stop  l ife-threatening  bleeding  in  the

event  of  an  emergency.

Massive  bleeding  can  result  from  a  workplace  injury,  road

collision  or  violent  incident.  A  person  can  bleed  to  death  in

four  to  five  minutes,  so  it  is  crucial  to  provide  quick  and

appropriate  support.  

Mark  your  calendar

 

May  2019  is  the  f irst  ever  Stop  the  Bleed  Month.  May  23  will  mark  the  second  annual  Stop  the  Bleed

Day.  Take  this  opportunity  to  spread  the  word  about  this  important  init iative  with  your  employees.

In  2017,  Sunnybrook  became  the  f i rst  hospital  in  Canada  to  offer  the  t raining.  To  date,

Sunnybrook  has  t rained  1500  people,  including  the  general  publ ic ,  businesses,  high  school

students  and  people  that  work  in  major  publ ic  venues  and  landmarks  (e.g. ,  securi ty ,  event  staf f ) .

Interest  in  the  program  continues  to  grow,  especial ly  after  recent  mass  casualty  events  in

Toronto.

 

Sunnybrook  offers  the  course  onsite  at  i ts  Bayview  campus  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  almost  every

month.  Sunnybrook  also  offers  private  courses  for  companies  and  organizat ions,  as  well  as  high

school  students.  All  courses  are  taught  by  regulated  health  care  professionals .  For  more

information  on  how  to  get  t rained,  vis i t  Sunnybrook 's  Stop  the  Bleed  website.

Toronto  Fire  Services  provides  information  for  building  supervisory  staff

regarding  their  responsibil it ies  as  i t  relates  to  f ire  safety  and  the  Ontario  Fire

Code.  This  includes  but  is  not  l imited  to  the  following  information:

FIRE SAFETY

Bystanders  are  often  the  f i rst  responders  during  an  emergency  — and  the  help  given  by  an

immediate  responder  can  often  make  the  dif ference  between  l i fe  and  death,  even  before

professional  f i rst  responders  arr ive  on  scene.

 

Stop  the  Bleed  is  an  in i t iat ive  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons,  started  in  2015  in  response

to  the  Sandy  Hook  Elementary  School  mass  shooting.  I t  is  intended  to  cult ivate  grassroots  efforts

that  encourage  bystanders  to  become  t rained,  equipped,  and  empowered  to  help  in  a  bleeding

emergency  before  professional  help  arr ives.

 

Photo credit to Kevin Van Paassen

prevention  – t ips  to  prevent  f ires  that  begin  as  a  result  of  unattended  cooking,

candles,  and  smoking

detection  – regular  maintenance  of  f ire  alarm  systems,  sprinklers  and  smoke

and  carbon  monoxide  alarms  in  units

escape  – ensuring  exits  are  clear,  procedures  are  in  place,  door  closers  are

functional,  and  regular  f ire  dril ls  are  held

Select  the  l ink  for  more  information  on  how  to  keep  your  building  safe!

https://sunnybrook.ca/
http://stopthebleed.sunnybrook.ca/
https://www.facs.org/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/public-safety-alerts/emergency-preparedness/before-an-emergency/
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THE IMPORTANCE OF POWERLINE SAFETY
As  extreme  weather  increases  in  frequency,  it ’s  more

important  than  ever  to  ensure  Torontonians  are  prepared  to

handle  the  resulting  dangers  of  severe  storms.  With

Powerline  Safety  Week  taking  place  May  13-17,  Toronto

Hydro,  in  partnership  with  the  City  of  Toronto ’s  Office  of

Emergency  Management,  Toronto  Police  Service  and  the

Electrical  Safety  Authority  (ESA) ,  are  educating  the  public

about  the  dangers  posed  by  downed  powerlines,  poles  and

trees.

 

Between  April  and  September  in  2018,  five  major  storms

swept  through  Toronto  and  the  GTA  causing  downed  trees

and  powerlines  and  leaving  a  combined  total  of  175,000

customers  without  power.  As  a  result,  approximately  1,215

downed  wires  and  354  downed  poles  were  reported  last

year.

 

While  extreme  weather  events  are  becoming  more  frequent,

research  shows  public  awareness  about  powerline  safety  has

decreased.  In  a  recent  survey  conducted  by  Toronto  Hydro,

only  35% of  people  correctly  identified  the  minimum  safe

distance  to  keep  back  from  a  downed  wire  – which  is  10

metres,  or  the  length  of  a  school  bus.

 

It ’s  critical  for  the  public  to  know  that  every  downed  wire

should  be  treated  as  a  l ive  wire  that  can  electrify  the

ground.  If  a  downed  powerline  is  encountered,  it  should  be

immediately  reported  to  Toronto  Hydro  at  416-542-8000  and

to  9-1-1.

 

To  raise  awareness  and  educate  people  about  powerline

safety,  Toronto  Hydro  trucks  and  TTC  buses  will  be  wrapped

with  eye-catching  graphics  as  part  of  a  new  campaign  called

Downed  Lines  are  Deadly.  For  more  information  about

powerline  safety,  visit

www.torontohydro.com/powerlinesafety.

Photos of downed wires in the GTA 

caused by a storm on May 4, 2018.

NEW PERSONAL PREPAREDNESS VIDEO
The  Office  of  Emergency  is  excited  to

announce  the  release  of  a  new  personal

preparedness  video.  This  video  provides

tips  on  how  to  prepare  for  emergencies,

such  a  making  a  plan  and  preparing  a

kit.  Stay  tuned  as  the  Office  of

Emergency  Management  launches  more

videos  on  important  preparedness  topics

over  the  next  few  months.

http://www.torontohydro.com/powerlinesafety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2yvBDTCCfY&feature=youtu.be


PARTNER HIGHLIGHT
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By  leveraging  a  funct ional ,  2 -way,  interoperable  communicat ion  plat form,  PATHcomm  members  are

able  to  heighten  thei r  “s i tuat ional  awareness”  so  that  resource  deployment  and  decis ion  making  can

be  based  on  t imely ,  accurate  and  re l iable  in format ion.  PATHcomm ’s  cont inued  growth  and  success  i s

a  testament  to  i ts  commitment  to  publ ic /private  partnerships  and  has  been  recognized  as  a  best

pract ice  by  law  enforcement  partners  and  industry  experts  including  internat ional  secur i ty

management  organizat ion  ASIS.

Since  2009,  PATHcomm  has  been  providing  “real

t ime” emergency  communications  to  over  30

private  sector  properties  and  emergency  services

partners,  helping  to  enhance  security  awareness  in

the  City ’s  busiest  area  while  increasing  effective

management  and  coordinated  responses  during

emergencies.  

Disruptions  impacting  a  business  can  occur  in  many  forms ;  they  may  be  planned  or  completely

unexpected.  By  assessing  your  business ’  r isks  and  dependencies,  you  can  have  strategies  in  place

before  a  disruption.  Such  assessments  and  strategies,  known  respectively  as  business  impact

assessments  (BIAs)  and  business  continuity  plans  (BCPs) ,  are  crit ical  to  your  organization ’s  long -term

health  and  viabil i ty.

 

Disruptions  will  occur  and  you  can 't  plan  for  everything.  But  a  robust  and  adaptable  business

continuity  program  is  key  to  preserving  corporate  reputation  by  ensuring  your  organization  can  remain

resi l ient  and  operational  in  an  increasingly  interdependent  world.

BUSINESS CONTINUITY AWARENESS WEEK:
MAY 13-17, 2019
Business  continuity  planning  is  the  product  of  three  simple  quest ions:

 

1.  What  could  go  wrong?

 

2.  I f  something  were  to  go  wrong,  how  would  i t  affect  business  operat ions?

 

3.  I f  business  operat ions  were  affected,  how  would  services  continue  or  be  restored?



KEY DATES

National Summer Safety Week – May 1-7

Contact Us

Jennifer Smysnuik, Manager

Office of Emergency Management

Jennifer.Smysnuik@toronto.ca

Toronto  Marathon,  Half  Marathon,  5K,  10K  and  Relay

Meagan 's  Walk

Sporting  Life  10K

Ride  for  Heart

Aga  Khan  -  World  Partnership  Walk

Taste  of  Little  Italy  -  College  Street

NXNE  Festival  -  Yonge  Dundas  Square

Toronto  Waterfront  10K

Yorkvil le  Exotic  Car  Show

Pride  Toronto

Pride  Parade

Canada  Day  Celebration

Taste  of  Lawrence

TD  Salsa  on  St.  Clair

Beaches  International  Jazz  Festial

Bloor  West  Street  Fest

Beaches  Intrnational  Jazz  Festival  StreetFest

Taste  of  the  Middle  East  -  Yonge  Dundas  Square

2019 -05 -05

2019 -05 -11

2019 -05 -12

2019 -06 -02

2019 -06 -09

2019 -06 -14

2019 -06 -14

2019 -06 -15

2019 -06 -16

2019 -06 -21

2019 -06 -23

2019 -07 -01

2019 -07 -05

2019 -07 -06

2019 -07 -12

2019 -07 -13

2019 -07 -25

2019 -07 -27

World Red Cross & Red Crescent Day – May 8

National Police Week – May 12-18

Paramedic Services Week – May 26-June 1

Toronto Fire Safety Awareness Month – June

Water Safety Week – June 1-8

Lightning Safety Awareness Week – June 23-29
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By email at OEM@toronto.ca

By phone 416-392-4554

On twitter @TorontoOEM

https://canadasafetycouncil.org/category/campaigns/summer-safety-week/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day-2019/
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/national-police-week
https://twitter.com/chiefspsweek?lang=en
https://www.redcross.ca/in-your-community/campaigns-and-events/water-safety-week
http://www.lightningsafetycouncil.org/LSC-LSAW.html

