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NEW PREPAREDNESS RESOURCES
The  City  of  Toronto 's  Off ice  of  Emergency  Management  recently

launched  i ts  Partners  in  Preparedness  website  with  l inks  to  tools ,

resources  and  information  to  support  organizat ions  in  preparing

their  employees,  volunteers ,  services  and  faci l i t ies  for

emergencies.

This issue:

Upcoming  Events

Page  05

In  addit ion  to  sending  out  the  Partners  in  Preparedness

newsletters  to  people  that  have  signed -up  to  receive  them,  the

Off ice  of  Emergency  Management  also  posts  each  issue  on  this

website.

The  website  also  includes  l inks  to  the  Off ice  of  Emergency

Management 's  new  emergency  preparedness  videos.  This  video

series  aims  to  support  Torontonians  to  take  steps  to  be  prepared

for  emergencies.  There  are  f ive  videos  in  total ,  covering  the

fol lowing  topics:

You  can  continue  to  check  out  the  Partners  in  Preparedness

website  for  the  l inks  to  the  latest  resources  and  information  f rom

the  Off ice  of  Emergency  Management.

Preparedness  for  f looding

General  t ips  on  preparedness  for  everyone

Preparedness  for  blackouts

Preparedness  for  evacuations

General  t ips  on  preparedness  for  highrise  residents

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/public-safety-alerts/emergency-preparedness/partners-in-preparedness/
https://s.cotsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=121552&h=3732AC7C50D1BD6&l=en
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/public-safety-alerts/emergency-preparedness/partners-in-preparedness/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/public-safety-alerts/emergency-preparedness/partners-in-preparedness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aygyBgOC_Dc
https://youtu.be/b2yvBDTCCfY
https://youtu.be/gkCA4_6uV5E
https://youtu.be/qWZILejMnUs
https://youtu.be/DrhohdNqys4
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CITY OF TORONTO RELEASES
 ITS FIRST RESILIENCE STRATEGY

This  year ,  the  City  of  Toronto  released  Toronto 's  f i rst  ever

Resi l ience  Strategy.  The  strategy  is  designed  to  help  our  city

become  a  more  equitable,  l iveable,  prosperous  and  resi l ient  place

where  every  Torontonian  can  thr ive.  Actions  in  the  Resi l ience

Strategy  are  organized  into  three  focus  areas:

Cit ies,  similar  to  any  individual  or  organizat ion,  are  faced  with  two

types  of  chal lenges:  shocks  and  stresses.  Shocks  are  sudden

events  that  are  immediate  threats  to  wellbeing  l ike  natural

disasters  or  loss  of  essential  services.  Stresses  are  chronic

problems  l ike  economic  inequal i ty  and  housing  shortages.  To  be

resi l ient ,  we  need  to  prepare  to  weather  shocks  and  overcome

stresses.

People  &  Neighbourhoods

Infrastructure

Leading  a  Resi l ient  City.

Each  focus  area  contains  a  ser ies  of  goals  and  specif ic  act ions,  which  are  the  most  cri t ical

projects  Toronto  must  undertake  to  achieve  resi l ience.  Specif ic  prior i ty  act ions  are  things  l ike

retrof i t t ing  apartment  towers,  making  investments  to  combat  f looding,  and  providing  support  and

tools  to  residents  to  make  their  homes  and  communit ies  more  resi l ient .

You  can  learn  more  about  resi l ience,  the  City  of  Toronto 's  new  Resi l ience  Strategy,  and  what  you

can  do  to  help  your  community  thr ive  at  toronto.ca /resi l ience.

During  the  Raptors  versus  Golden  State  playoff  ser ies,  many  of  the  City  divis ions,  agencies,

corporat ions  and  partners  worked  behind  the  scenes  with  Maple  Leaf  Sports  and  Entertainment

(MLSE )  on  safety  and  securi ty  considerat ions  for  both  home  and  away  games.   During  the  process,

many  synergies  were  identi f ied  and  col laborat ion  among  both  internal  and  external  partners  were

formed  and  tested.   This  assisted  the  planning  teams  with  operat ional  plan  adjustments,  and  with

information  exchange  to  maintain  situat ional  awareness  despite  the  changing  dynamics  of  the

game  outcomes  themselves.  

 

To  ensure  business  continuity  throughout  the  City  during  the  playoffs ,  resources  were

strategical ly  placed  downtown,  while  others  were  excluded  f rom  the  downtown  core.   An  Incident

Management  System  ( IMS )  structure  was  formed,  and  dai ly  brief ing  cycles  were  held  to  confirm

logist ics  surrounding  road  closures,  public  messaging,  area  impacts  and  resource  deployments.   

 

Throughout  the  experience,  plans  were  executed,  reviewed  and  adapted  to  meet  operat ional

demands.    The  network  of  partnerships  worked  together  to  help  keep  Toronto  safe,  both  for  those

attending  the  celebrat ions  and  for  those  vis i t ing  the  City  during  this  monumental  event .

 

 

PLANNING FOR A CHAMPIONSHIP

http://toronto.ca/resilience
http://toronto.ca/resilience
https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/emcommunity/ProvincialPrograms/IMS/ims_main.html
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THE INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The  Ontario  Incident  Management  System  (IMS) is  a

response  system.  It  was  created  to  give  organizations  a

common  framework  so  they  can  co-operate,  communicate

and  co-ordinate  their  work  during  an  incident.  

 

An  incident  is  often  an  emergency,  but  it  can  also  be  a

planned  event  such  as  a  parade.   Whether  an  incident  is

small  or  large,  IMS  can  help  organizations  work  more

effectively.

 

IMS  includes  guidance  for  all  aspects  of  coordinating  a

response  including:

Support  to  the  site  or  overall  incident  response

Coordination  of  incident  response  efforts

Command  of  response  efforts

Communication

 

 

 

It  can  be  used  at  an  incident  site,  an  emergency  operations  centre  (EOC) or  wherever  incident

coordination  and  support  takes  place.

 

IMS  is  for  all  levels  of  government,  Indigenous  partners,  non-governmental  organizations  (NGOs) and

private  sector  partners.

 

BUILDING ON BEST PRACTICES - EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT FOR CLIENT PROPERTIES & FACILITIES

City  of  Toronto  Corporate  Securi ty  is  conducting  research  into  the

del ivery  of  emergency  management  programs  at  cl ient  propert ies.  We

are  looking  for  municipal i t ies  and  property  management  groups  to

part ic ipate  in  benchmarking  surveys  and  discussions.

 

Information  of  interest  includes  what  types  of  propert ies  your

organizat ion  is  responsible  for ,  what  the  emergency  management

program  for  those  propert ies  looks  l ike,  and  detai ls  regarding

emergency  exercises  at  those  propert ies.

 

Are  you  interested  in  part icipat ing?   We  wil l  be  happy  to  share  our

f indings.  Please  contact  Michael  Tippett  at  Michael .Tippett@ toronto.ca.

 

Did  You  Know...

The  Province  offers  a  free  on- l ine  course  on  an  Introduction  to  the  Incident  Management  System.   This

course  is  designed  to  teach  you  the  basic  functions,  concepts  and  principles  of  the  IMS.  

 

 

https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/emcommunity/ProvincialPrograms/IMS/ims_main.html
https://training.emergencymanagementontario.ca/TPOnline/TPOnline.dll/EMO_Public_Course/COURSENO=COUR2011070415145004500149


WATCHES AND WARNINGS 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR WEATHER?
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This  summer,  forecasters  wil l  be  on  the  lookout  for  more  outbreaks  of  severe  weather .  When

extreme  weather  looms  in  Canada,  there  is  a  progression  of  statements,  watches  and  warnings

issued  to  inform  and  protect  the  public .

 

Here  is  a  guide  to  those  alerts .

 

When  act ive  weather  is  expected  or  occurr ing,  but  there 's  no  current  indicat ion  that  condit ions  wil l

be  severe  or  extreme,  Environment  Canada  issues  a  Special  Weather  Statement .

 

This  is  a  text  statement,  giving  forecasters  a  chance  to  explain  unusual  condit ions  or  weather  of

concern  that  a  region  may  soon  experience  -  heavy  rainfal l ,  thunderstorms,  strong  winds,  and /or

high  humidex  values.

 

Beyond  weather  of  concern,  there  are  t imes  when  the  forecast  indicates  that  condit ions  are

favourable  for  severe  weather ,  but  i t  has  not  yet  developed.

 

In  order  to  alert  the  public  of  this  potential ,  while  at  the  same  t ime  ensuring  that  they  do  not  cause

unwarranted  alarm,  a  Watch  is  issued.

 

When  condit ions  advance  past  simply  having  the  potential  for  severe  weather ,  and  severe  weather

is  actual ly  developing  or  occurr ing,  forecasters  issue  a  Warning .

 

Gett ing  the  message  out.

 

 When  Environment  and  Climate  Change  Canada  alerts  Canadians  to  r isky  condit ions,  the

Weather  Network  distr ibutes  those  warnings  on  this  website,  on  televis ion,  on

smartphones  through  apps,  by  text  messages  and  to  other  broadcasters  through  the  Alert

Ready  public -safety  messaging  system.

FLOODS, FIRES - HOW WE IDENTIFY RISK
The  Province 's  Office  of  the  Fire  Marshal  and  Emergency  Management  (OFMEM) has  just  released  two

updated  Hazard  Identification  and  Risk  Assessment  (HIRA) products.   The  new  products  include:

 

Hazard  Identification  Report  2019:  Provides  a  comprehensive  overview  for  each  identified

hazard  that  impacts  or  has  the  potential  to  impact  Ontario.

Methodology  Guidelines  2019:  Provides  a  recommended  method  for  conducting  hazard

identification  and  risk  assessments.  This  is  a  new  addition  to  HIRA  products.

 

Toronto 's  Office  of  Emergency  Management  will  be  looking  to  adopt  the  new  guidelines  to  its  existing

HIRA  process.  The  HIRA  is  designed  to  help  the  City  of  Toronto  and  partner  agencies  identify,

understand,  and  evaluate  the  key  hazards  that  have  the  potential  to  result  in  an  emergency  that  would

negatively  impact  residents,  services  and  critical  infrastructure.

 

Both  products  are  available  here.

 

https://weather.gc.ca/mainmenu/alert_menu_e.html
https://www.alertready.ca/
https://www.emergencymanagementontario.ca/english/emcommunity/ProvincialPrograms/hira/hira.html


KEY DATES

Contact Us
Jennifer Smysnuik, Manager

Office of Emergency Management

Jennifer.Smysnuik@toronto.ca

Toronto  Caribbean  Carnival  -  Grand  Parade

Veld  Music  Festival

Taste  of  the  Danforth

Bollywood  Film  Fare

Canadian  National  Exhibition

Taste  of  Yonge  Street

2019  Toronto  Chinatown  Festival

Taste  of  Manilla

Open  Streets

Tamil  Fest

Toronto  International  Film  Festival

Toronto  Fashion  Week

Taste  of  Kingsway

Dragon  Festival

Jesus  in  the  City  Parade

We  Day  Toronto

Nuit  Blanche

Light  the  Night

Scotiabank  Toronto  Waterfront  Marathon

8th  Annual  Toronto  West  Halloween  Fest

Augu s t  3 ,  2019  

Augu s t  3 ,  2019

Augu s t  8 -11 ,  2019

Augu s t  9 -11 ,  2019

Augu s t  16 -Sep t  2 ,  2019

Augu s t  17 ,  2019

Augu s t  17 ,  2019

Augu s t  17 -18 ,  2019

Augu s t  18 ,  2019

Augu s t  24 -25 ,  2019

Sep t embe r  3 -6 ,  2019

Sep t embe r  5 -15 ,  2019

Sep t embe r  6 ,  2019

Sep t embe r  6 -8 ,  2019

Sep t embe r  7 ,  2019

Sep t embe r  19 ,  2019

Oc t obe r  5 ,  2019

Oc t obe r  17 ,  2019

Oc t obe r  20 ,  2019

Oc t obe r  28 ,  2019

 

 

Cyber Security Awareness Month: October

Fire Prevention Week: October 6-12
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By email at OEM@toronto.ca

By phone 416-392-4554

On twitter @TorontoOEM

Festival  and  Events  Calendar
Browse  the  City 's  Festival  and  Events  Calendar  to  f ind  out  what 's  on

in  your  area.

Disaster & Emergency Management Conference: October 9-10

International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction: October 13

National School Safety Week: October 17-23

https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cbr-scrt/csm-en.aspx
https://www.mcscs.jus.gov.on.ca/english/FireMarshal/FireSafetyandPublicEducation/FirePreventionWeek/OFM_FPW.html
https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/festivals-events-calendar/?start=2019-07-06T04%3A00%3A00.000Z&end=2019-07-07T03%3A59%3A59.999Z&search=&categories=&themes=&free=false&accessible=false&ongoing=false&view=fecMap&id=&oindex=
https://www.demcon.ca/
https://www.un.org/en/events/disasterreductionday/
https://canadasafetycouncil.org/category/campaigns/school-safety-week/

