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Land Acknowledgement for Toronto 

We acknowledge the land we are meeting on is the 
traditional territory of many nations including the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, 
the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples, and is now 
home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.  
 
We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 
with the Mississaugas of the Credit. 
 
Today, this meeting place is still the home to many 
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are 
grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 
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Over the past year, we have shared ideas regularly, used 
multiple ways to hear your thoughts and were available 
to talk anytime. Kept it simple with…  

Lots and lots of conversations 

+ 
On-line survey 

+ 

On-site survey and observations  



Thank you for giving us hundreds of hours of your time 



 

4 
Meetings with 

the 
Community 

Resource 
Group 

376 

Surveys 

3 
Public Life 

Studies 

6  

locations 

Travel 
Counts 

Activity 
observations 

1000s 
Flyers 

distributed 

4 
Focus group 
sessions with 

kids and 
seniors 

46 
One on one 
interviews 

after open call 
to the 

community 
3 

Public 
Workshops 
each with 2 

sessions 

2  
Focus Group 
Meetings on 
Indigenous 

Place-keeping 

3 
Meetings with 

the School 
Boards 

 

150  
People at the 

Kick Off 
Presentation  Social 

media 
posts 

374 
Responses to 
Metroquest 

Survey 



Our last public workshop: Options discussed in 

April 
1. Heritage and Story Telling

2. The Promenade and 7 Parks

3. Green Walks and Gardens



Survey Questions from 3 Options 

Workshop 2 (April 2, 2019) Online Survey (April-May, 2019) 

69 Questions 



Survey Results from 3 Options 

• Combined results from workshop (100+ participants) and online 
surveys (374 respondents) 

• Provides general themes and impressions 

• Average approval rating per question was 80% = most design 
ideas well received 

• “Negative” responses: only 3 questions were less 
than 50% approval 

• “Luke warm” responses up to 73% approval 

• “High approval” responses between 90% and 
95% approval 

• “Very high approval” responses above 95% 
approval 



Survey Results from 3 Options 

1. Heritage and Story Telling 

2. The Promenade and 7 Parks 

3. Green Walks and Gardens 



Survey Preferences from 3 Options 

 Closing Wilton Street (south of St. Lawrence Market) to make a 
larger park block with lush planting around the edges 

 A decorative fence separating DAS/St. Mike’s school yard and 
the promenade; vertical play structures 

 Horticultural areas and curvilinear paths 

 Dedicated dog off-leash area 

 Water play areas 

 Improving the crossing at Market Lane school 

 Maintaining the grassy knoll 

 Maintaining the soccer field in Parliament Square Park 



School Board Preferences 

 Provide varied experiences in the school yard designs that 
support a wide range of types of play 

• divide the school yards into outdoor rooms that 
provide active, passive, and imaginative play 
opportunities 

• Trees in the school yards  

 Provide play experiences geared to the full range of ages 

• playground equipment that has graduated 
challenges for different age groups, and 
incorporates both simple/natural materials (logs, 
rocks, rope) and designed equipment 

 Focus on materials that are durable and flexible 



Preferred 
Concept Plan 
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Preferred Direction: Balance 



The mobilizing vision revitalizes David 
Crombie Park to be a place: 
• that welcomes everyone 
• is designed for people with all abilities 

from the very young to the elderly 
• is imprinted with cultural and historic 

references that reflect the diversity of the 
community 

• is a playground for the community, a 
gathering space, a place of respite and joy 

• is beautiful and resilient 
• meets the highest standards of sustainable 

design  
 

That does justice to the remarkable legacy of 
David Crombie and the precedent setting 
neighbourhood that surrounds the park.  



Park Vision 

Seven Distinct Urban Rooms 

Unified by 

Water 

Landscape 

Heritage 

Walks and Gardens 

Community Activities & Animation 



Preferred Direction 



Block 1: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 1: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





Block 1: Conceptual rendering 



Block 1: Cross Section 



Block 2: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 2: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





School yards – surface treatment precedent 



Playground elements precedent 



Playground elements concept 



Playground elements concept 



Playground elements concept 



Block 2: Cross Section 



Block 3: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 3: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





Garden rooms precedent 



Activities for youth, adults and seniors 



Block 3: Lawn and Splash Pad 



Block 3: Cross Section 



Block 4: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 4: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





Social swing precedent 



Social swing precedents 



Social swing precedent 



Dog off-leash area precedent (Allan Gardens) 



Pavilion precedent 

Awen Indigenous Gathering Place, Collingwood 



Block 4: Conceptual rendering 



Block 4: Cross Section 



Block 5: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 5: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





Block 5: Conceptual rendering 



Block 5: Cross Section 



Block 6: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 6: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





Block 6: Conceptual rendering 



Playground elements concept 



Playground elements concept 



Water Elements precedent 



Block 6: fountain at Hahn Place 



Block 6: Cross Section 



Block 7: Aerial View (existing) 



Block 7: Aerial View (preferred plan) 





Trail precedents 



Temporary park precedents 





David Crombie Park Revitalization - Seniors 

More seating  

• In passive/contemplative areas 

• Adjacent to active play/youth areas 

• Along paths 

• In shade 

Accessible seating, comfortable, with a high back and arm rests 

Accessible picnic tables 

Accessible paths and widened sidewalks 

Flat, grassy, flexible areas 

Better access to passive, green, horticultural areas than existing 



David Crombie Park Revitalization-Young People 

School yards are more diverse 

• Inspiring equipment, graduated play, accessible play 

• Natural materials for imaginative play; hard and soft areas 

• Zones for different age groups 

• Plenty of seating for kids and caregivers 

• More shade 

More water play opportunities 

Central gathering area has amenities for all ages 

Enhanced crossings at road intersections 

Circuit of fitness equipment 



David Crombie Park Revitalization-

Indigenous Place-keeping 

A variety of circular forms for Indigenous story circle large, medium 
and small gatherings  

Celestial observatory and medicine wheel has stone markers at the 
cardinal points that mark equinoxes and opportunity to mark 
constellations with art. Small circular garden adjacent for intimate 
ceremonies 

Public art opportunities: 

• Moccasin project, Wampum Belts (paving ideas) 

• Horticultural area, water feature (sculptural ideas) 

• Opportunities for native vegetation, ceremonial markers (e.g. 
black oak tree marking ceremony) 

Ongoing relationship building through the design process 



David Crombie Park Revitalization- Tree Canopy 

• Growth Rate Stratification - To punch up canopy quickly, 
and minimize effect of canopy loss 

• Canopy Trees + Ornamental Specimens - Balance of Heights 
for Layering and Variety 

• Areas of clustered plantings, areas of openness, parades of 
rhythmic trees along corridors 



David Crombie Park Revitalization- Gardens 

• Four Seasons - Fall Colour will be diverse and rich; winter 
character and form will be considered 

• Aesthetically-Rich - Colour-themed beds; foliar textural 
variety; a variety of forms 

• Layers and Depths - Gardens must seem ample and 
impactful (greater horticultural presence) 



David Crombie Park Revitalization - Benefits 

Ecological Benefits 
• Bioamplification Principles - Food source of juvenile, adult, 

and breeding specimens present 
• Flowers + Pollen Sources - Staggered flowering cycles so 

pollen sources are present throughout growing season 
providing habitat for birds, insects and other organisms 

• Landscape Reslience - Not just species-diversity, but 
genera- and family-diversity as well  

 
Community Benefit 
• Education – learning landscape – ecological principles and 

indigenous heritage 
• Exposure to natural processes for residents, especially 

children 



 

David Crombie Park Revitalization- Public Art Strategy 

• Recommended locations to work with artists to create site-specific 
artworks for the park as part of the first phase of implementation 

• Flexible over time for additional commissioned and community 
artworks 

Community Art 
Opportunities 

Water feature 
at end of 
promenade 

Art fence along 
school yard 

Garden Block 
Central Sculpture 

Basketball Court 
Mural (existing) 





David Crombie Park Revitalization 

 

230 new trees 

600 metres of benches 

14 ecological garden beds 

10 community programming spaces from 
50 to 800 square metres, hard and soft
surfaces 

8 new play structures 

Uniform night light level in all blocks 



The mobilizing vision revitalizes David 
Crombie Park to be a place: 
• that welcomes everyone 
• is designed for people with all abilities 

from the very young to the elderly 
• is imprinted with cultural and historic 

references that reflect the diversity of the 
community 

• is a playground for the community, a 
gathering space, a place of respite and joy 

• is beautiful and resilient 
• meets the highest standards of sustainable 

design  
 

That does justice to the remarkable legacy of 
David Crombie and the precedent setting 
neighbourhood that surrounds the park.  
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