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Indigenous Land Acknowledgement
Finch West Goods Movement Study Transportation Master Plan

We acknowledge the land we are meeting on is the traditional
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the
Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat
peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and
Métis peoples. We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by
Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the Credit.
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Overview of Public Consultation Event
What we’re presenting

This public consultation is being held to discuss how the Finch West Goods
Movement Transportation Master Plan (TMP) can ensure that goods and
freight movement can be viable in the Finch West area long into the future.
We want your input on:

• The direction of the project (Problem & Opportunity Statement)
• The evaluation criteria
• What types of issues and solutions can you share with us?

Please take a look at our panels and use the comment/feedback form and
maps to provide input.
You can also provide comments from your computer or mobile device
following this url: toronto.ca/finchwestgoodsmovement
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Study Overview
Objectives and Management
The Finch West Goods Movement TMP will develop a set of
recommendations and an implementation strategy to support the
viability of freight and goods movement over the short and long term
within the study area.
The Transportation Master Plan is being undertaking in accordance with
the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process. The study is
being run by the City of Toronto with support from the Emery Village
and DUKE Heights Business Improvement Areas.

Key Objectives of the study:
• Address traffic congestion and commercial truck movements with the
consideration of Finch Ave West Light Rail Transit (LRT)
• Collaborative process to gather feedback from Business Improvement
Areas (BIAs) and other key stakeholders
• Enhance 400 Series Highway Access
• Improve Safety and Active Transportation facilities
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Study Area
Limits and Key Features

The study area limits are between
Islington Ave and Dufferin St, and
between Hwy 401 and 407.
Recommendations that result
from this study will be limited to
the City boundary (Steeles Ave).
Key features include:
• Environmentally sensitive areas
(e.g. Black Creek)
• Business Improvement Areas
• Road and highway network
• Industrial, commercial, and
residential areas
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Overview of the Master Planning Process
Phase 1
Identify
and Describe
the Problem(s)

We are
here

Phase 2
Alternative
Planning
Solutions

Phase 3
Alternative Design
Concepts
For the Preferred
Solution

•Identify reasonable alternative
planning solutions.
•Evaluate the alternative
solutions, taking into
consideration environmental
and technical factors.
•Identify a preferred solution
to the problem(s).

•Identify alternative
designs to implement the
preferred solution.
•Inventory natural,
social/cultural and
economic environments.
•Identify the impact of the
alternative designs after
mitigation.
•Evaluate alternative
designs.
•Identify a preferred
design.

Agency and
Stakeholder
Consultation
Problem/Opportunity
Statement

Phase 4
Environmental
Study Report

•Compile an Environmental
Study Report (ESR).
•Place ESR on public
record for review for 30
days.
•Notify the public and
government agencies of
completion of the ESR
and of the Part II Order
provision in the EA Act.

Phase 5
Implementation

•Proceed to construction
of the project.
•Monitor environmental
provisions and
commitments.

Agency and
Stakeholder
Consultation

Preferred Solution

The Master Plan Process comprises Phases 1 and 2 of the
Municipal Class EA Process and will result in a Transportation
Master Plan (TMP). This TMP will provide recommendations
for future projects.

Preferred Design

ESR

This Study does not include these three phases. Future projects
depending on their complexity would need to conduct subsequent
phases (Phase 3-5) and additional consultation before they can be
approved.
6

Study Progress
What we’ve completed
Developed a Problem & Opportunity
Statement

Compiled information from existing
reports and collected data from over
200 intersections in the study area

Developed a Long List of Alternatives

Met with Industry Representatives and
Stakeholder Groups for input on the
study’s initial phases
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Study Progress
What’s next
Complete the Long List Screening

Develop Recommended
Alternatives

Present to
Public for
further
comments
(Fall 2020)
Incorporate input
from this event

Finalize Short Listed
Alternatives

Model and Evaluate
Short Listed Alternatives
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Background Studies
Associated Reports

The project builds off the previous work and
studies completed by:
• City of Toronto
• Metrolinx
• Emery Village BIA
• DUKE Heights BIA
• Pembina Institute
• Toronto Region Board of Trade
• Other consultant studies
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Summary of Stakeholder Advisory Group Meetings
Overview
Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) Meetings
• The project team meets with an Advisory Group to update them on project progress every few
months. The Advisory Group is made up of stakeholders in the area and includes representatives
from the following organizations:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emery Village BIA
DUKE Heights BIA
Metrolinx
Pembina Institute
Canadian Fuels Association
York University
York Region

•
•
•
•
•
•

University of Toronto
Peel Region
Toronto Transit Commission
Toronto Region Board of Trade
Toronto Trucking Association
Hydro One

There have been three Advisory Group Meetings so far this year, and the group has provided input
on the following items:
• Problem and Opportunity Statement;
• Evaluation Criteria; and
• Locations for Investigation
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What are the Problem(s) and Opportunity(ies)?
Problem and Opportunity Statement
The Study area, defined by Islington Ave. on the west, Dufferin St. on the east, Hwy. 407 to the north,
and Hwy. 401 to the south, benefits from being near several important transportation corridor and
freeway facilities.
The continuous movement of goods traversing this community is integral to ensuring that its economic
viability is sustained long-term. The addition of light rail transit service on Finch Avenue West potentially
changes the movement of goods within the area, as well as access to adjacent ramps and highways,
but also presents the opportunity for significant improvements to the multi-modal transportation
network.
To help ensure local businesses, including the DUKE
Heights and Emery Village Business Improvement
Areas, experience a robust economy moving
forward, there is a need and opportunity to develop
a safe and sustainable transportation infrastructure
plan that integrates goods movement, transit, and
other active transportation considerations.

Please provide input on the Problem and Opportunity Statement by
filling out a comment form either online or in person
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Developing Solutions
How the process works and how you can contribute

The Transportation Master Plan process will develop a Long List of Alternatives that
are “screened”, which then forms a Short List of Alternatives that are evaluated, and
the best alternatives then form a recommendation at the end of this study.
You are invited to contribute suggestions for the Long List of Alternatives and provide
input on the evaluation criteria. At the next Public Consultation Event (Fall 2020), you
will be able to review the recommended alternatives.
Public Input Throughout
Long List of
Alternatives

Mid-Late 2019

Screening

Short List of
Alternatives

Evaluation

Recommended
Alternatives

Fall 2020
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Categories of Proposed Infrastructure Improvements
Overview

The outcome of this study will result in recommendations for multiple
infrastructure (roads/bridges etc.) and operational (changes to signal timings,
turning lanes etc.) improvements.
The Problem and Opportunity Statement drives the direction of the
improvements and solutions that we are developing. The improvements and
solutions aim to meet the following objectives (in no particular order):
• Solutions that focus on improving goods/freight movement
• Improve 400 Series Highway access
• Provide alternative routes to Finch Ave West
• Address safety and active transportation modes where possible

You are invited to suggest improvements that help meet these objectives.
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Locations to be Investigated
Overcoming Key Barriers

Provide your
suggestions, or highlight
areas of concern! A
mapping tool is
available to provide
comments using the link
below.

toronto.ca/finchwestgoodsmovement
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Locations to be Investigated
Example Suggestions

Improve to a full
interchange

Create additional
railway crossing

Reduce reliance
on Finch
interchange
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Locations to be Investigated
Example Suggestions

Increase NorthSouth
connectivity

Minimize truck
activity

Improve access
to Steeles Ave
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Locations to be Investigated
Example Suggestions
Increase NorthSouth
connectivity

Investigate
interchange
potential

Investigate
interchange
potential

Improve access
to interchange
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Locations to be Investigated
Example Suggestions

Improve EastWest
Connections
Investigate
potential for
roadway
connections
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Locations to be Investigated
Your Input is Valuable!

Please use the mapping tool available online to indicate areas where
you’d like to see goods and freight movement related improvements.
• Please also indicate what type of improvements you think should
be considered, or what problems you would like us to address.
• You can also provide comments from your computer or mobile
device following this url: toronto.ca/finchwestgoodsmovement
th
• Comments are due by December 16 , 2019.
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Developing Solutions
Long List of Alternatives – High Level Screening Criteria

Throughout the study area, we are looking to find solutions that can
help achieve the objectives of the study. These solutions will form a
“Long List” of alternatives and are high-level e.g. Can this solution be
implemented?
To refine the solutions, the following screening criteria will be used:
• Impact on Goods Movement (does it help freight vehicles)
• Constructability (can this physically be built)
• Capital Costs (is it financially feasible)
• Property Impacts (would it impact private property)
Once the screening process is complete, a set of “Short List”
alternatives will be further evaluated.
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Refining Solutions
Short List of Alternatives – Evaluation Criteria

Once we have finalized a “Short List of Alternatives”, we will conduct a more
detailed evaluation to determine if the solution should be recommended,
using the below evaluation criteria:
User
Experience

Reduce travel
time, improve
reliability, and
make the
journey safe
and more
enjoyable

Choice

Shaping the
City

Support
Growth

Public Health and
Environment

Improve the
variety of routes
available to
drivers. Reduce
reliance on
Finch Ave.

Support the
development
of the City
through the
transportation
network

Support local
businesses
by allowing
goods to
move more
efficiently

Support and
preserve natural
areas, and
encourage
alternate modes of
transportation

Please provide input on the evaluation criteria by filling out a feedback form
either online or in person. Tell us what is most important to you!
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Summary of Public Consultation Event
Opportunity for Sharing Your Thoughts

We want your input on:
• The direction of the project (Problem & Opportunity Statement)
• The evaluation criteria
• Are there any critical issues or potential improvements you can
share with us?
Please use the comment/feedback form and maps to provide input.
You can also provide comments from your computer or mobile
device following this url: toronto.ca/finchwestgoodsmovement
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Thank you for Attending
Next Steps & Project Schedule

➢ Review input gathered from this
event in anticipation of moving
forward into the next phase of
study.
➢ Host Public Consultation Event #2
in Fall 2020 to engage the
community on preferred solutions.

Project Start Date

Jan 28, 2019

Public Consultation Event #1

November 28 2019

Shortlisted Solutions

April 2020

Concept / Design

April to July 2020

Public Consultation Event #2

Fall 2020

Final Report

December 2020

Contact Us
Contact:

Lachlan Fraser, MPIA
Consultant Transportation Planner
Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions

By Phone:

+1 905-335-2353

By E-mail:

lachlan.fraser@woodplc.com

Provide your comments and suggestions using the link below
City of Toronto website: toronto.ca/finchwestgoodsmovement
th
Comments are due by December 16 , 2019
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