City Wide Study of Existing City of Toronto Dogs Off-Leash Areas (OLA)

Background

The City of Toronto’s Parks Standards & Innovations Unit is leading an
interdivisional study to examine how the City’s existing Dog Off-Leash Areas
(OLAs) can be reimagined to better harmonize with existing park uses, provide
a satisfying user experience, and operate with optimum efficiency. This study is
a result of the recommendation in the Parks & Recreation Facilities Master Plan
(2017) to “develop criteria for improving existing dog off-leash areas.”

This study will explore common issues, global best practices, and potential
solutions in an effort to develop design solutions to help improve the City’s
existing OLAs. The City will select eight case study sites and examine the variety
of challenges and opportunities in OLAs of different size, context, and character.
Ultimately, the Study will strive to address common issues, reflect consideration
of a range of perspectives and needs, and propose site-specific recommendations
that could apply to OLAs City-wide

Why Now

The City has heard that OLAs could be better

Improving existing OLAs will help the City maintain a successful park amenity.

Toronto’s population (human and dog) is increasing

With more pets and dogs living in the City there is an increased demand to
accommodate them in public space like parks.

Existing OLAs need to work as well as possible

In 2010, the City’s People Dogs and Parks - Off-Leash Policy led to a capital
investment of over $5 million dollars to create and improve OLAs. With that
capital investment completed in 2016, the City is focusing on improving what it
already has.

Goals + Objectives

Improve existing OLAs through effective design, maintenance, and operations

Foster healthy relationships between dog owners and non-dog owners

Elevate OLAs as spaces that provide a healthy, safe, accessible, and sustainable environment
. Adapt OLA designs to meet operational pressures, such as use and sustainability

Develop guidelines to ensure consistent maintenance and operation across Toronto
Develop design recommendations that can be applied to all existing OLAS

Identify required operating and/or capital budget to maintain & improve existing site
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. Improve community involvement and develop future ongoing partnerships

Phase One
Building Understanding

Phase Two
Testing Ideas

Phase Three
Finalizing Recommendations

Work Plan
March 2019

Review and Synthesis of Background Materials
April 2019

External Stakeholder Consultation #1
June 2019

Internal Stakeholder Consultation
July 2019

External Stakeholder Consultation #2
August 21st 2019

Public Survey #1
Early September 2019

Site Tour of 10 Case Studies
Early September 2019

Interviews with Local Stakeholders
Mid September 2019

High Level Concepts
Late September 2019

External Stakeholder Consultation #3
Late September/Early October 2019

‘Pup’ Ups
Mid October 2019

Public Survey #2
Mid October 2019

Concepts and Recommendations Finalized
Early November 2019

Draft Report
Late Novemeber 2019

External Stakeholder Consultation #4
Early December 2019

Final Report
End of December 2019
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