
Item

Tracking Status

• This item was considered by Planning and Housing Committee on September 17, 2019 and was 
adopted without amendment.

Planning and Housing Committee consideration on September 17, 2019

PH8.5 ACTION Adopted Ward: All 

Feasibility of Implementing a Support Centre for Committee of 
Adjustment and Toronto Local Appeal Body Matters

Committee Decision 

The Planning and Housing Committee:

1.  Received the report (August 30, 2019) from the Director, Court Services for information.

Origin
(August 30, 2019) Report from the Director, Court Services

Summary
This report responds to Planning and Housing Committee's direction through Item PH5.7 to 
investigate the feasibility of creating a support centre to replace the functionality of the 
Province's Local Planning Appeal Support Centre (LPASC) for Committee of Adjustment and 
Toronto Local Appeal Body (TLAB) matters. Staff conducted this feasibility study by 
completing a jurisdictional scan, reviewing the Province's LPASC and the City's Mediation 
Pilot Program, and considering the role that City of Toronto officers and employees currently 
play in connection with TLAB and Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) proceedings. It is 
important to note that the Province's LPASC was not mandated to provide advice or 
professional services related to Committee of Adjustment and TLAB matters. The LPAT has 
jurisdiction over a much broader range of appeals.

Staff have analyzed the support centre approach and have identified three factors that need to 
be considered. The relatively modest number of inquiries administered by the Province's 
LPASC, combined with the lack of public participation in the City's Mediation Pilot Program, 
suggests that there may not be sufficient demand to justify the administration and costs for a 
support centre. The jurisdictional scan demonstrates that other municipalities do not provide 
support centre services for planning variance applications and appeals. Finally, the City may 
face challenges in providing this service given the frequency that it appears as a party at TLAB 
hearings.
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Background Information
(August 30, 2019) Report from the Director, Court Services on Feasibility of Implementing a 
Support Centre for Committee of Adjustment and Toronto Local Appeal Body Matters
(http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/ph/bgrd/backgroundfile-137129.pdf)

Communications
(September 14, 2019) Letter from Geoff Kettel and Cathie Macdonald, Co-Chairs, Federation 
of North Toronto Residents' Associations (PH.New.PH85.1)
(http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/ph/comm/communicationfile-96933.pdf)
(September 16, 2019) Letter from John Bossons, Federation of North Toronto Residents' 
Associations (PH.New.PH8.5.2)
(http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/ph/comm/communicationfile-97027.pdf)

Speakers

John Bossons, Federation of North Toronto Residents' Associations

Motions
Motion to Adopt Item moved by Councillor Ana Bailão (Carried)

Source: Toronto City Clerk at www.toronto.ca/council
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