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Project Overview 
Dovercourt Road from Dundas Street West to Queen Street West was last reconstructed in 
1990. The City inspected the pavement surface in 2017 and found it to be in poor condition. 
Because of the poor road condition, this section of Dovercourt Road requires full reconstruction 
of the road down to the base surface.  
 
Road reconstruction is a major undertaking and provides an opportunity to also install road 
safety measures, better manage stormwater and add traffic calming.  
 
Residents have reported concerns about speeding and vehicles mounting the curb to allow 
other vehicles to pass. In 2016, a community consultation event was held to discuss the 
possibility of turning Dovercourt Road into a one-way street between Dundas Street West and 
Queen Street West. Resident feedback was mixed, with many residents opposed to the impact 
this would have by diverting traffic onto nearby streets. Many residents expressed interest in 
exploring other possible traffic calming measures.  
 
In 2018, the speed limit was lowered from 40km/hr to 30 km/hr.  
 
To further address community concerns, the City has proposed five options to help calm traffic 
along Dovercourt Road at a recent public event held on October 7th, 2019. Other road safety 
measures and general construction information were also presented at this event.  

Public Communications & Consultation 
The Notice of Public Drop-In Event was mailed to residents using Canada Post. A total of 5200 
notices were mailed to the area bounded by Dundas St W to the north, Grace St to the east, 
Sudbury St to the south and Dufferin St to the west.  
 
The webpage www.toronto.ca/dovercourt was posted live on September 23, 2019 and included 
links to the presentation boards, the notice and the online survey.  

 

Public Drop-In Event 
A public drop-in event was held on Monday October 7, 2019 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at The 
Great Hall. The public drop-in event included a roll-plan of the proposed changes and 
presentation boards. A paper feedback form was also offered to all event attendees. The event 
was attended by around 45 people. Based on the feedback recorded at the sign-in table, the 
majority of people in attendance live on Dovercourt Road.  Attendees reported their main mode 
of travel on Dovercourt was walking, driving and biking.  
 
Staff from Engineering and Construction Services and Transportation Services attended the 
event and answered questions from the public.  
 

On-Line and Paper Feedback Form 
An on-line feedback form was created for this project (see Appendix). The feedback form was 
available from September 23 to October 22, 2019. In total, 62 surveys were submitted to the 
City for review.  
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Other 
In addition to the above consultation tools, seven calls and emails were received regarding this 
project inquiring about issues such as the status of the former school lot on Humbert St., 
concern over the narrow width of the street and construction impact on local businesses.  
  

Traffic Calming 
The purpose of the public consultation was to brief residents on the upcoming road 
reconstruction as well as to engage with the community as to what type of traffic calming 
measures are preferred for this section of Dovercourt Road. Five (5) options were presented: 

 Option 1 - Speed humps 

 Option 2A – Alternating on-street parking by block 

 Option 2B – Alternating on-street parking by block + speed humps 

 Option 3A – Alternating on-street parking by mid-block 

 Option 3B – Alternating on-street parking by mid-block + speed humps 
 
The majority of residents preferred Option 1 - speed humps. 
 

 
Figure 1: Feedback Form respondent's preferred traffic calming option 

 

About the feedback form respondent's 
The majority of feedback form respondents reported that they travel on Dovercourt Rd. with the 

second most number of respondents reporting that they live on Dovercourt Rd.  

 

Figure 2: Perspective of Feedback Form Respondents* 
* Feedback form respondents were permitted to select multiple answers 
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The majority of respondents walk, drive or bike on Dovercourt Rd.  

 

Figure 3: Transportation mode preferred by Feedback Form respondents 
* Feedback form respondents were permitted to select multiple answers 

 

Other feedback 
 Increase the number of speed limit signs on Dovercourt 

o City response: City staff will conduct a review of the existing speed limit signage 

compliment. If needed, staff will arrange to add or replace damage signs.  

 Increase the curb radii reductions at intersections 

o City response: The curb radii reductions proposed for Dovercourt Road are 

designed according to the criteria set in the Curb Radii Guidelines 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/90c8-Curb-Radii-

Guideline-Version-1.1.1-May-2018.pdf. The Curb radii are determined using 

various design controls such as vehicle types, turning volumes, and road 

classifications 

 Make the road even more narrow at intersections 

 City response: The road width and intersection width reductions are designed 

according to the criteria set in the Curb Extension Guidelines 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/98b6-Curb-Extensions-

Guideline-Version-1.0.1-May-2018.pdf and Lane Widths https://www.toronto.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/986b-Lane-Widths-Guideline-Version-2.0.1-May-2018.pdf. 

Curb extensions, also known as bump-outs are localized road narrowings for short 

sections where the pavement width is reduced by extending the curb into the 

roadway. Curb extensions are designed using various design controls such as road 

classification, lane width, road width, presence of lanes, presence of sidewalks, and 

on-street parking. Lane widths are determined using various design controls such as 

road classification, existing and planned dedicated cycling facilities, speed limit, 

surface transit routes, and truck volumes. The Lane Width guidelines were designed 

to provide appropriate motor vehicle accommodation while improving cyclist and 

pedestrian safety, improving cyclist accommodation, and making effective use of the 

limited right-of-way and pavement width. 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/90c8-Curb-Radii-Guideline-Version-1.1.1-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/90c8-Curb-Radii-Guideline-Version-1.1.1-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/98b6-Curb-Extensions-Guideline-Version-1.0.1-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/98b6-Curb-Extensions-Guideline-Version-1.0.1-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/986b-Lane-Widths-Guideline-Version-2.0.1-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/986b-Lane-Widths-Guideline-Version-2.0.1-May-2018.pdf
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Requests that fall outside of project scope  
 Requests to convert this section of Dovercourt to a one-way operation for motor vehicles 

 Requests for bike lanes to be installed on Dovercourt 

Green Streets Features 
A number of residents, both at the event and by email, offered to adopt the green street features 

on Dovercourt Road. Through the completion of detailed road design, it has been determined 

that the green streets opportunities will be located at Dovercourt Road and Dundas Street West 

and will consist of enhancing the street trees at this intersection. These enhancements will not 

require adoption. Residents who previously offered to adopt the green streets features will be 

notified.  

Next Steps 
A motion will need to be submitted by the local Councillors to Toronto and East York Community 
Council to move for speed humps to be added to Dovercourt Road between Dundas Street 
West and Queen Street West. If Council approves speed humps, then they will be installed as 
part of the road reconstruction work commencing in fall 2020.  
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Appendix 1: Notice of Public Drop In Event 
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Appendix 2: Feedback Form 
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