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Project Background

Osler Playground is a small park nestled in the residential neighbourhood of West Queen West,
north-west of Queen St. and Ossington Ave. The park currently serves the local community with
a playground, wading pool, green space and running track that is used by local dog owners as
an informal dog-off leash area. Following preliminary consultation through the local Councillor’s
office in 2018, City Council directed Parks, Forestry and Recreation (PFR) to work toward the
construction of an off-leash area in Osler Playground. The scope of improvements was later
expanded to include enhancements to the playground, waterplay area, greenspace, pathways
and seating areas.

In December 2019, PFR staff held a Park Program and Community Visioning Workshop event
at the Senhor Santo Cristo Catholic School, located beside the park grounds. The meeting was
attended by approximately 25 members of the local community, as well as Councillor Joe
Cressy and TCDSB trustee Norm Di Pasquale.

During the workshop, participants were asked to collaborate in small groups to create their ideal
layout for the park, including part of the adjacent school grounds in their designs, and respond
to several community visioning questions. Participants worked together to determine
appropriate sizes and locations for the primary features of the improvements project (i.e. new
off-leash area, waterplay and playground enhancements) and other amenities they wanted to
see in the future design of the park. The result was six community vision maps which became
the basis for an online survey that went out to the broader community for further consultation.

Note: Suggested features in the community vision maps that are beyond the primary scope of
improvements, as well as the suggested locations and sizes of amenities within the park, will
require further assessment to determine their feasibility in terms of scope, budget, and site
constraints. Amenities proposed within the school grounds will also require assessment in terms
of their functionality for both the school and park users.



Community Vision Maps
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Community Vision 3
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Community Vision 5
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Survey Objectives

The purpose of the survey was to build on the work achieved at the Park Program and Visioning
Workshop. Survey participants were given the opportunity to review and assess the community
vision maps created in the workshop and provide additional comments.

The survey was available to complete online from January 13 — February 14, 2020. In total, the
survey received 482 responses.

The feedback that we have received will be considered in the development of concept design
options for the park and adjacent school grounds.

Notification

To maximize the amount of feedback we received from the community, the online survey was
promoted through the following channels:

¢ Emailed to workshop participants, who were encouraged to share with friends and
neighbours who could not attend the workshop in person

o Facebook advertisement targeting area residents

e Councillor Joe Cressy's monthly newsletter

e Osler Playground Park Improvements webpage



Survey

Highlights and Key Takeaways

Key Vision-Related Sentiments

e Balanced e Multi-use
o Accessible e Shared Space
e Sustainable e Safety
o Shady e Appealing for all age groups
o All-ages e Creative play areas
o Kid-friendly e Micro spaces
e Dog-friendly e Adventure Activity
e Community-oriented ¢ Relaxation Zone
e Community hub e Resilient design
Key Feedback Highlights - Park, Playground, and Key Features

Key Feedb

482 total survey responses, of which 354 were fully complete

64°% of survey participants visited Osler Playground at least 2 times a week, with
43% of

those visiting 4 or more times per week

39% of survey participants are very or somewhat satisfied with the current
configuration of Osler Playground, while 38% are somewhat or very dissatisfied
51% of survey participants visit Osler Playground with children, while 29% visit
with dogs, and 13% visit with both children and dogs - only 6% of survey
participants do not visit with either children or dogs

96% of survey participants responded that accompanying children typically use
the playground

66% Of survey participants preferred waterplay as a combination splash-pad and
wading pool, 29% preferred a splash pad, and 5% preferred a wading pool
18% Of survey participants identified a need for more features catered to older
youth/teens.

50% Of the survey participants who used the informal off-leash area, identified
fencing as a top priority, with other features like garbage cans (42%), water
fountains (25%) and better ground material (22%) also identified

Key features of the playground that participants feel should be improved: not
enough play features for younger children (15%), issues related to dogs in the
playground (21%), sand play surface (11%)

Key features of the playground that participants enjoy include the swings (34%),
slides (25%), playground generally (13%), and climbing structure (10%)

ack Highlights - Preferred Community Visions

e Option 5 is the most-favoured option among survey participants, with 67% indicating
they were either very satisfied or somewhat satisfied with this community vision



O

Most commonly-cited reasons for supporting this option were the basketball
court, the size and location of the off-leash area, and waterplay size and location
Most commonly-cited reason for not supporting this option — the off-leash area
perceived as being too large

e Option 4 is the second most-favoured option among survey participants, with 62%
indicating they were either very satisfied or somewhat satisfied with this community

vision
(@)

O

Most commonly-cited reasons for supporting this option were the playground and
waterplay areas (size and location), the addition of a washroom to the park
layout, and the distribution of green space

Most commonly-cited reason for not supporting this option — the off-leash area
perceived as being too small

e Option 6 is the least-favoured option among survey participants, with only 31%
indicating they were either very satisfied or somewhat satisfied. 42% of participants
indicated they were very dissatisfied with this community vision.

O

Most commonly-cited reason for not supporting this option — 75% of participants
indicated that the off-leash area was too big

Secondary Feedback Highlights — Off-Leash Area (OLA)

e Balancing Use of Park Space:

O

A key concern among participants was the divide between the off-leash area and
the park's green spaces — many participants felt that a smaller dog area would be
more appropriate given Osler Playground's close proximity to other parks with
larger off-leash areas (e.g. Trinity Bellwoods Park) and to maximize the park's
green space

Several participants suggested that there should be consideration given to
amenities for park users who visit without children or dogs, and for a variety of
age groups

Many participants noted that while they enjoyed having a nearby off-leash area,
these spaces needed to be appropriately separated (e.g. fenced off) from others
to allow children and others to safely enjoy the park

Some participants felt that the most-used space in the park was the off-leash
area, and future planning should reflect this

Many participants felt that the current set-up of the park felt more oriented
towards dogs/dog-owners than to families and children — redesigns should reflect
a more balanced approach, especially when determining the size of different
amenities.

e Enhanced Off-leash Area Features:

O

Many participants suggested that any off-leash area should include additional
features to maximize the space and to reflect the fact that dog owners were
frequent visitors to the park for long periods of time

Several participants suggested that green bins be installed for dog poop

Some of the features suggested by participants included: the addition of seating
areas, water fountains for dogs, proper nighttime lighting, double gates/multiple
entrances, separate area for smaller dogs to safely play, agility zones and a
splashpad.

Some participants suggested that the off-leash area should embrace existing
natural elements (e.g. tree cover, packed dirt, tall plants) rather than sand or turf

5



e Location:
o Some participants noted that the off-leash area should not be too close to the
nearby school, and should also be placed as far as possible from the children's
playground

Secondary Feedback Highlights — Green Space and Park Amenities:

e Pathways:

o Several participants suggested that paths should connect from Argyle through to
Humbert to provide a convenient alternative to walking on the street

o Some participants suggested that the current pathways in the park were
sufficient, and did not need to be redesigned entirely

¢ Running Track:

o Many participants identified the running track as an important element to the
park, not because it is a place where people run, but because it is a place where
parents push strollers and kids learn to ride their bikes

e Keeping It Shady:

o A key theme among survey responses was the need for the new design to
prioritize, protect, and improve on the park's existing trees and green spaces
(e.g. adding trees to provide more shade)

o A common concern among participants was that existing tree cover would be
removed to make room for new park features

e Other Park Amenities:

o Many participants suggested that a public washroom would be a welcome and
useful addition to the park

o Many participants suggested that more features for non-dog owners would be
useful, such as picnic tables, shady areas, community garden, etc.

o Several participants noted that they would have liked to see more options that
incorporated activities for all ages to enjoy the park (e.g., climbing structures for
children, reinstatement of basketball courts for teenagers, bocce courts for
elders, etc.)

o Several participants noted that the addition of a pizza oven was unnecessary,
would be used by few community members, and would be difficult to upkeep

o Some participants suggested looking to Dufferin Grove and Grange Parks' usage
of space as models to follow

Secondary Feedback Highlights — Waterplay

e Wading Pool v Splashpad
o 66% of survey participants preferred waterplay as a combination splashpad
and wading pool and splashpad, 29% preferred a splashpad only, while 5%
preferred a wading pool only
o Many participants cited the waterplay area as a main draw to the park,
especially during the summertime
e Enhanced Features:
o Several participants suggested enhanced features to the wading pool, such
as spray jets and slides
¢ Key concerns noted about existing wading pool:



o water temperature (16%), not suitable for older children (10%), hours of
operation (10%), condition (8%)

Secondary Feedback Highlights — Playground

e Modernization;

o Many participants cited the need for a more modernized playground that was
easier to maintain, and removed outdated elements like balance beams and
sand play surface

o Several participants commented that the playground should include more natural
features (e.g. zip lines, rock/ridges)

o Several participants noted that the sand surface in the playground was often
messy after rainfall, unsanitary (e.g. dog feces/urine), and full of litter — rubber
was often cited as a suggested replacement for the sand surface

¢ Accessible for different age groups:

o Several participants felt that the playground could include more play features for
toddlers and preschoolers (e.g. separate area with a smaller play structure, etc.)

o Some participants suggested more interactive play features, like rope climbing,
mud zones, and a larger climbing structure for older kids

o Some participants felt that there was a lack of play features dedicated for older
kids.

o A few participants suggested that adult exercise equipment would be an
interesting addition to the current playground set up (e.g. high calisthenics bars,
etc.)

e Location, Size, and Layout:

o Several participants felt that mature trees shading the playground area should be
maintained in any future vision

o Some participants commented that the current playground layout is awkward and
disjointed, and does not allow for parents to have accessible sight lines while
watching children

o Some participants indicated that a reasonable distance between the wading pool
and playground areas was preferred

Secondary Feedback Highlights - Operations

Many participants provided feedback on operational aspects of the park. The feedback below
has been identified as out of scope for this project, but will be forwarded to Parks Operations
Staff.

o Hours of operation for the wading pool are felt by some participants to be too
limited and inaccessible for families (closes too early, not enough time for
families to get there after day camp/work)

o Several participants suggested that park needs more frequent/improved
maintenance — ie to address dog feces/urine in playground and grass areas,
graffitti on play equipment, etc.



Response Summary

Respondents Response timeline

80

482

Jan 13 Jan 20 Jan 27 Feb 03 Feb 10
Feb

N 482

How frequently do you visit Osler Playground?

LS00 uiti VIS o ySar. £ /v

Less than once a month: 5%

_~— Daily: 24%

A couple times a month: 15%

Once a week: 13%

" 4 or more times a week: 19%

_/

2 to 3 times a week: 21%

N 482
How satisfied are you with Osler Park in its current configuration?
Very dissatfisfied: 10% I [ Very satisfied: 7%
-~ Somewhat satisfied: 32%
Somewhat dissatisfied: 28% ‘ ’
Neutral: 23% i
N 482



When visiting Osler Playground, who do you usually come with?

Neither: 6%
Both: 13%“

Dogs: 29%

— Children: 51%

N 482

Do the children who typically accompany you to the park use the playground?

No: 4%

L Yes: 96%
N 288



Why or why not? Are there features of the playground that they like or don't like? Please do not include
any personal information in your response (e.g. name, telephone number).

Swings 34%

Slides 7% 25%

Sand

Not enough for younger kids to do

Playground 2%

]
£

Dogs

Monkey bars

Climbing structure  [F2L73

=
°
x

Wading pool
Dog feces
See saw 8%

Balance Beam 7%

=

B

2

= g
=

Slash pad

Not enough for older kids to do 3% 1%

Shade

Dated equipment 4%
Dog on grass
Miss sports field 3%
Not enough green space
Equipment condition
Everything 2%

Safety 2%

Climber

Maintenance

Graffiti

Seating

Basketball

Bridge

Chlorinated water
Garbage cans
Insufficient hanging play
location

Missing the track
Needles

Needs more shade

Not enough creative play
Paths

Play area too small
Portables

Too small

Water fountain clogged

3 1 & 8 B 08 1 0B B | N I . S EM -
>} ° Bl w

X lw 1N
= X R
F (=2}
& X
4
o

Neutral - Positive
N 181
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Do the children who typically accompany you to the park use the wading pool?

No: 29%

Yes: 71%

N 286

Why or why not? Are there things they like or think can be improved about the wading pool? Please do not
include any personal information in your response (e.g. name, telephone number).

Make it a splash pad

=
X

Water temperature

Love it 16%

Kids too old
Hours of operation 10%
Condition 8%

Shade 1% 5%

2

X
]
R

Dogs

More seating

Materials 5%

Add sprinkler 3%
Hazerdous
Fence it

kids too young
Dirty water

Should be bigger

Water

=1 1:.1:
X IR TN
Bl = f
8

Chilorine

Dangerous in the middle

°
=

Make it interactive

pry pry
°
= X

No washrooms

Not exciting enough

°
=

Size
Sun
Underused  {F/3
Uses in off season to ride bike 1%
Want slide
- Negative Neutral - Positive

N 146
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What is your preferred type of waterplay?

Wading pool: 5%

- Splashpad: 29%

Combination of wading pool and
splashpad: 66%

N 283

Are you a current user of the informal dogs off-leash area at the park?

No: 13%

— Yes: 87%

N 180

12



What features/improvements would you like to see in a formalized dogs off-leash area? Please do not
include any personal information in your response (e.g. name, telephone number).

Fencing

Garbage cans

Water fountain

Better ground material

Seating

Shade

Grass

Double gates

Better drainage

Bigger

Less mud

Area for small dogs

Signage

Lighting

g
=3
m
a
S
S
3
[}
2

Poop bag dispenser

access separated from playground .
Covered area

Better signage

Dog run

Groundscaping

Landscaping

Play structure

Restrict intact males

Too big

N 134

Community Visions

In a Community Visioning Workshop held on December 11, 2019, community members worked in
small groups to envision new park layouts for Osler Playground that also incorporated part of the
adjacent school grounds into the design. Survey participants had the opportunity to review and
comment on the different aspects of these layouts, and provide their own ideas about possible layout
and programming.

This feedback will be used as a basis for hiring a design team and as a preliminary framework for
the development of a detailed park design. The design team will work with City staff, Toronto
Catholic District School Board staff, the Councillor’s office and other stakeholders to develop feasible
design options that will then be presented to community members for further input.

13



Community Vision 1

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with this community vision:

17%

16%

Very dissatisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Neutral Somewhat satisfied Very satisfied
Number of respondents 413 Average 3.4
Median 4 Standard deviation 1.2

What features do you like the most about this vision? (Check all that apply)

47%
37% 36% 36%
27%
21% 20% 18%
o
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Is there anything you don't like about this vision for Osler Playground?

DOLA too small

Pizza oven

Loss of jogging running track
DoLA

Playground too small

Hard play surface too large
Splash pad

Not enough green space
No washroom

Dogs

DOLA too big

hard surface area

DOLA needs 2 entrances
Not different enough
Water play too small
DOLA not enclosed

DOLA too close to kids

No soccer

No toddler facilities

Seating not enough

DOLA shape

More fountains

No community garden
Playground not enclosed
DOLA needs double gates
DOLA one entrance
DOLA small dogs

DOLA too close to homes
Fire pit

Location of garbage bins
Loss of trees

More garbage recycling bins
Multi purpose open space
No basketball

No bbg

No creative play

No skateboard park

No skating

No splash pad

No unstructured play area
No wading pool

Not enough trees

Not kid friendly enough
Pathways

Pizza oven location
Playground needs more shade
Removal of fence

Seating

Too many pathways

N 205
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Community Vision 2

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with this community vision:

21%

Very dissatisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Neutral
Number of respondents 396 Average
Median 4 Standard deviation

What features do you like the most about this vision?

42%

S

omewhat satisfied

33
1.2

21%

39% 38% 36% 24%
21%
- - =

Very satisfied
7% 5%
@ E
§ ;
ik &
< @
N &
S K
o Q
s &
N &

N 396
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Is there anything you don't like about this vision for Osler Playground?

Play area too small
DOLA too big

Fire pit

Community garden

No walking paths

DOLA too small

Fire pit location
Community garden location
No swings

DOLA location

No pizza oven

No washroom

Ball area too small
DOLA

Access

Ball play area
Combination water play
Community garden too big
DOLA no separate entrance
No toddler area

Access from Argyle

Ball area location

DOLA not enclosed
Everything

Green space too big
Hard surface play area too small
No basketball

No bbgs

No DOLA fountain

No seating in DOLA

No shade in DOLA

No skating

No wading pool

No water fountain
Playground not enclosed
Playground still the same
Removal of trees

SE green space

Splash pad location
Splash pad too small
Too busy

Too open concept

N 187
1/



Community Vision 3

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with this community vision:

34%

16%

Very dissatisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Neutral Somewhat satisfied Very satisfied
Number of respondents 383 Average 3.2
Median 4 Standard deviation 1.4

What features do you like the most about this vision?

44%
38%
33% 32% 30%
21%
14% 14%
11%
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N 384

18



Is there anything you don't like about this vision for Osler Playground?

DOLA too big

Soccer field

DOLA shape

DOLA too small

Wading pool

Not enough seating

Soccer field too large
Fences

Not enough green space
Skating

No fire pit

No pizza oven

DOLA

No community garden

Play area too small
Playground and wading pool too close
Acces

No ball play

No walking running paths
Playground location
Segregation of uses
Circulation

DOLA location

Not enough multi use space
Wading pool location

No washroom

Removal of trees

Water play too small
Everything

No picnic tables

Pathways

DOLA no separate entrance
No skating

No water fountain

Not enough paths

Prefer splash pad and wading pool combo

Too much green space

N 153
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Community Vision 4

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with this community vision:

28%

14% 13%

12%

34%

Very dissatisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Neutral Somewhat satisfied Very satisfied
Number of respondents 376 Average 3.5
Median 4 Standard deviation 1.4

What features do you like the most about this vision?

50%

47% 47%
34%
14%
Playground size ~ Waterplay size and Washroom Amount and Dogs off-leash Running/jogging Park pathways None of the above
and location location distribution of area size and track size and

green space location location

10%

Other, please
specify

N 377
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Is there anything you don't like about this vision for Osler Playground?

DOLA too small
DOLA location
Running track

Play area too big
DOLA too big
Washroom

Too busy

DOLA

No ball play

No fire pit

Not enough seating
No community garden
No pizza oven

No skating rink

Not enough shade
Water mud play
DOLA not enclosed
Not enough greenspace
Pavilions

Play area not enclosed
Play kitchen
Playground location
Too programmed
Water fountain

2nd water fountain
Access

Access from Humbert
Loss of trees

No fountain

No soccer

Pathways

Pathways not interesting

Running track location

N 120
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Community Vision 5

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with this community vision:

13%
9
) -11 /D -
Very dissatisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Neutral Somewhat satisfied Very satisfied
Number of respondents 364 Average 3.6
Median 4 Standard deviation 1.3

What features do you like the most about this vision?

45%
41% 41% 379
32% 31% 31%
19% 16%
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N 365
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Is there anything you don't like about this vision for Osler Playground?

DOLA too big

Community garden

DOLA splash pad

Running jogging path location
DOLA location

No washroom

Not enough green space
Play area too small

DOLA

No ball play

Not different enough

DOLA splash pad location
No fire pit

No pizza oven

Play area too big

Running jogging path

Too programmed
Basketball

Community garden too small
DOLA not enclosed
Insufficient access from north
NE corner access

No playground

No wading pool

Add skate park

Adventure play

Boulder seating
Community garden location
DOLA needs shade

DOLA too small

Everything

Formalize running path
Insufficient access

Make basketball area bigger
Need younger play area

No basketball

No bocce

no boulder seating

No picnic tables

No skating

No sports field

No swings

No water fountains

Not enough pathways

Play area layout

Play area not enclosed
Play area undefined
Potential free loss

Too many entrances

N123
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Community Vision 6

Please indicate your overall satisfaction with this community vision:

42%

17%

7%

Very dissatisfied Somewhat dissatisfied Neutral Somewhat satisfied Very satisfied
Number of respondents 359 Average 25
Median 2 Standard deviation 1.5

What features do you like the most about this vision?

29%
15%
12% N
10% 9%
]
Dogs off-leash None of the above Bocci court Playground size ~ Waterplay size and Amount and Elimination of Pathways Other, please
area size and and location location distribution of running/jogging specify
location green space path

N 360
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Is there anything you don't like about this vision for Osler Playground?

DOLA too big
Bocce court
Not enough green space
Play area too small
Does not consider all users
No basketball
not child friendly enough
Not innovative enough or too boring
No fire pit
No washroom
Playground an afterthought
DOLA location
DOLA water feature
Not enough seating
Not enough trees
No community garden
No running jogging track
No soccer
No water fountain
not enough community space
DOLA
DOLA not enclosed
No pavilion
No pizza oven
No sand in DOLA
No separate DOLA entrance
No skating
No wading pool
Not enough shade
Nothing for older kids to do
Play area not enclosed
Playground undefined

Poor distribution of space

N 174
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Event Feedback

Did you participate in the Visioning Workshop on December 11th, 2019?

Yes: 6%

No: 94% -

How satisfied where you with the event?

Very dissatisfied: 5% |

Neutral: 19%“ _— Very satisfied: 29%

_

Somewhat satisfied: 48%

Demographic Questions

How old are you?

5-74: 1%

55-64: 2%

45-54: 20%

- 25-34:28%

35-44:47% -

N 357

N21

N 352
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People often describe themselves by their race or racial background. For example, some people consider
themselves "Black”, "White" or "East Asian". How would you describe your race or racial background?
(leave blank if you prefer not to answer)

White
Asian
Mixed
Black

East Asian
Latina
South Asian
Brown
Chinese
Hispanic
Jewish

Middle Eastern

Pacific Islander

N 165

Indigenous people from Canada are those who self-identify as First Nations (status, non-status, treaty or
non-treaty), Inuit, Métis, Aboriginal, Native or Indian. Do you identify as Indigenous to Canada?

Yes: 2%

No: 98%
N 312
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Disabilities, both visible and invisible, include physical, hearing, seeing, developmental, learning or mental
health conditions, chronic illness and addictions. Disabilities may be from birth, caused by injury or
accident, developed over time, or result from the combination of a person's condition and barriers in
society. Do you identify as a person with a disability?

Yes: 7%

No: 93%
N 326

Do you rent or own your home?

Neither owner nor renter: 2%

Renter: 28%

Owner: 70%

N 344

Please provide the first three characters of your postal code (e.g. M5H):

=
)
@

=
]
=

=
>
>

=
=)
z

M5V I

N 323
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Appendix: Text Responses

Why or why not? Are there features of the playground that they like or don't
like?

. | have young children who enjoy and make use of the playground extensively. They use all aspects of it. Everything

e They’ re resourceful kids, they make the best of any playground

. They enjoy swings and monkey bars swings Monkey_bars

. My son loves everything about our park. Everything

e the current area beside the school is filled with dog poop and also strewn with litter and random abandoned chairs. | do
not think it is from the school and there are numerous dog owners who seem to not be mindful of picking up after their
dogs and also not mindful if their dogs could hurt children since they are offleash. i do not see children in the field or in the
playground as a result. i would not encourage an offleash dog park based on the state of the field and treatment of the
land today. if there is going to be an off leash dog park, it will need to be fenced off entirely. bog_feces

e  Use the park to play frisbee. Used to play basketball and soccer when there was a feild. Portables have had a negative
impact on park. Miss_sports_field Portables

. Good play equipment. Playground

e My younger daughter does, she goes on the swings and the climber, she's 8. But soon she will start to age out of it. I'd like
to see something in the park that would be good for the older kids as well -- 10-15 age group. Basketball, tether ball, ping
pong tables, something that gives the older middle school highschool crowd something to do there as well...Right now the
park really only services the 2-8 age group. Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Climber Swings

. Having the playground covered in sand instead of the newer soft ground is not great. Sand trapped in underpants and
filling shoes. The playground itself is a little dated and tired looking. We have been to many modern playgrounds where
there are nice jungle gyms and splash pads, such as Wellesley Park in Cabbage Town. Dated_equipment Sand

e There is often a lot of dog feces on all the green area. We like the slides and monkey bars. We don't like the spray paint
all over the playground. Dog_feces Graffiti Monkey_bars Sand Slides

e We like the balance beam, slides and monkey bars. Our family has a wide range of children’ s ages so we would love to
see a toddler playground area as well as an area for older school agers. Some of the steps and ladders are very
dangerous. Our toddler likes the wading pool. We don’ t like that the dogs are all over the grass area where the bigger

children like to play soccer. We miss the basketball nets that were attached to the school next door.
Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Dog_on_grass Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

e  The long 'balance beam' is outdated and not fun. The monkey bars are too high. Would be nice to have a playground for
bigger kids and a section for smaller kids. The wading pool has nice shade, but the playground area should have more
shade please! Would be nice to have some 'log cabins' that kids can play in such as those seen in Kew gardens! Provides
shade and imaginative play. Dated_equipment Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Needs_more_shade Monkey_bars

e Likes the small slide and swings. Does not like that they are much too small for any hanging play. Monkey bars etc. Loves
the splash pad in the summer. Insufficient_hanging_play Slides Swings Monkey_bars

. Loves the splash pool, slides, swings, raised play area. Swings Slash_pad Playground

o  They enjoy the playground especially playing in the sand but sometimes we encounter dog poo or deep holes from all the
dogs that go around off leash. There have also been a couple instances where I’ ve had to scoop her up to protect her
from dogs running at her. Playground Sand Dog_feces Dogs

e  Love the slides. Swings too. The best thing is that it’ s shady! Keep those trees and be sure to plant new ones so other
generations can enjoy a shady spot in the summer! slides Swings Shade

. Outdated in comparison to newer parks like Grange - not many useful features for kids Dated_equipment

. Decent playground, just older and could use update Dated_equipment Playground

. Sometimes, but less and less. Out of control dogs and owners who don't pick up after their dogs are a growing problem.
Dogs Dog_feces

. The tunnel slides are very dirty and smell slides

. Dog and dog shit Dogs Dog_feces

e They use the swings but that’" s it. They don’ t like that the park is so small and is geared to smaller children.
Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Swings Too_small

. Yes, they do. They like the slide, the swings and the seasaw. Swings Slides See_saw

e They’' rekids, they’ Il play on anything. 2-year-old likes to climb structure and use the small slide. 7-year-old likes to
climb the structure any way possible, and use the bars. They're hard for her to reach on her own. Monkey_bars Slides

. Don’ t like the sand, gets very messy especially after rainfall sand

. Our kids have mostly aged out of playground use though they used to play on the playground often.

Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do
. They slides are good but there is no where for little kids to practice monkey bars. Also, the sand is often dirty. sand Slides
Monkey_bars

e My kid loves the tube slides, swings, balance beam at back, sand, wading pool, see-saw, monkey bars. | think all the
equipment is great, and we all appreciate the fact that it is one of the few playgrounds with lots of shady spots under trees
(don't get rid of them!). shade Slides Swings Balance_Beam Monkey_bars

e  The Osler play ground is near my house. | used to go there with my children. However, in some recent years, there had
been a lot of people bringing dogs there, even though | saw the sign of “no dog” , they should go to Trinity Belwood for
dogs. Hene, my boys stepped to dogs poops ... and bad smell and not feeling safe when playing together with too many
dogs around. Then, last 2 years, UoT schools blocked the play ground for 1 of my teenager boy, with basketball, soccer....

We have no where close by to go for playing. We really want these grounds to be back as it was like 3 years ago. bogs
Dog_feces Miss_sports_field Safety

. See saw is not useful. Would like more kids swings and money bars see_saw Swings Monkey_bars
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My children use to use the field to play sports, but unfortunately they're no longer able to do that. miss_sports_field

They do not like the sand.... recycled rubber tires instead of sand.....all animal release in sand regardless if owners of
dogs clean up after themselves....more swings.....balance beam sand Swings Balance_Beam

My child likes the swings, slides, see-saw and climbing the ladder. The playground is in rough shape. It could be friendlier
for smaller kids (ages 1-2). The climbing ladders could also be safer. Sand should also be replaced as it' s unsanitary.
Climber Sand Safety Equipment_condition Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

My daughter loves the swings, slides, seesaw & water feature. Along with the various children’ s toys left around in the
sand. See_saw Slides Swings

They like the swings but there isn’ t enough of them. They also like the beam but it is getting very rusty. They also like
the slides, but there should be more variety for the different age groups. The play structure can get quite crowded with

many children up there, making it unsafe for younger children. swings Balance_Beam Slides Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do
Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Safety

Love the sand. Slide structure is a favourite. | wish it accommodated for younger children better, for example there are no
stairs to get on it, even to get to the little slide. sand Slides Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

My kids love the entire playground and get great use out of it. | appreciate the Everything

My kids use all of the various features of the playground. | also like the mature trees that shade the playground. shade
They make the most of the park but yet main structure isn’ t exciting enough for our 9yo and the monkey bars are too

tall/challenging. The main play structure is too large for our smaller child. Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do
Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Monkey_bars

They enjoy the slides and swings Swings Slides

They like the slides, the monkey bar sort of area and the swings. The climber is challenging for smaller kids as there are
only ladders to access the main level. slides Monkey_bars Swings Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

The playground appears to be used most by younger children yet there is almost no equipment for younger children,
especially preschoolers and toddlers Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

The enclosed slides aren’ t great. There’ s a lot of vandalism that takes place. There are dogs running off leash often.
Dogs Slides

Not enough creative play structure Not_enough_creative_play

They love all of the features in the park - but the sand is awful. The sand is often full of litter, wasps in the fall, it conceals
broken glass (which I’ ve found numerous times) and sharp objects, and worst of all, dog feces (often on its own, but
sometimes just a dog bag thrown directly where the children run or walk or play. Sometimes just raw, uncovered feces - it
" s completely unacceptable). sand Dog_feces

The swings are always popular, and the pool in the summer. My son loves looking at the dogs in the dog park from the top
of the slides. Dogs Swings Slash_pad

Dog people let their dogs run around without leashes sometimes terrorizing young children. The dogs also foul where
children play in the sand and around the play area. The circular track as well. You can’ t have your kids drive bikes or
scooters around without gangs of unleased dogs attacking them Dog_feces Dogs

Teeter totter, slides &swings Slides Swings See_saw

The tube slides sometimes have dangerous debris. It would be nice to see those go in favour of other slides. It would be
great to have more creative climbing structures like the ones in Grange Park. Climbing_structure Slides

Swings, slide climbing structure swings Slides Climbing_structure

They love the slide and the monkey bars. Monkey_bars Slides

slides are pretty high for toddlers slides Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

They like the balance beam, the slides, the swings, and playing in the sand. Balance_Beam Sand Swings

They like the slides and swings and the toys that are left in the park. My younger one plays in the sand. sand Slides Swings
The sand where dogs pee. The water feature is terrible and dogs are running on the field where they want to play soccer
or ride their bike slash_pad Dog_on_grass Dog_feces

They use it, but it's not particularly toddler friendly. There are lots of open spaces to fall off of the structure. The sand is
not forgiving. I'd love to have some of that foamy stuff. Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Sand

They like Splash pad in summer, twisty slides and swings, green space to play ball and run Slash_pad Slides Swings
Not_enough_green_space

they love the slides and the swings the most slides Swings

I don’ tlike the big monkey bar space, | like the play structure Monkey_bars Playground

No bathrooms, water fountain always clogged with sand. The mature trees are nice and provides great shade. Dogs run
off leash and scare the children.

Feces from irresponsible owners in the fields. Dog_on_grass Dog_feces Water_fountain_clogged

Please get rid of the sand and add a soft surface. Also more equipment suitable for toddlers. Not enough for younger kids to do
Sand

They like the swings. They dislike the sand getting in their shoes often. There are also too many kids at certain times of
differing age ranges in a small space - younger kids may have a harder time. Grass area is good but often there are
smokers or dogs peeing on the grass so i’ s undesirable to let children hang out on it. sand
Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Dog_on_grass

There could be more play options for younger kids, but overall its great, and our kid likes the slides alot slides
Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

My two year old likes the swings and the non-tube slide swings Slides

Too many dogs off leash.... dog poo everywhere. Dog_feces Dog_on_grass

Like - Balance beam and swings. Slides are almost all very steep/for older kids. Dislike the tube slides slides Swings
Balance_Beam

They like the play structure climbing and sliding down the tunnel slide and swings Climbing_structure Slides Swings
Children enjoy the sand and stuffing in it. Also use of the settings and playground structures. Sand Playground

My daughter loves every aspect of the playground, including swings, multiple slides slides, monkey bars and balance
beam. She also loves the pool and getting to watch the dogs. Dogs Swings Playground Balance_Beam Monkey_bars

Like: Lots of sand Variety of slides and other playground equipment Wading pool Dislike: Off leash dogs; dog poop
(occasional) Dogs Dog_feces Sand Playground Wading_pool
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My toddler likes to play but not much for toddler age kids to do on the playground. It's catered to older kids. Don't love that
the high school is using it so roughly either. A lot of stuff is damaged and often dirty. Also don't love the whole playgroung
being sand. Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Sand

There has been evidence of people urinating in the tube slides so we always check for that. The big wooden structure
seems dated but it’ s actually quite good for kids to play on because there are a few ways up and a few ways down.
Dated_equipment Slides

They like the slides and monkey bars slides Monkey_bars

Don’ tlike thatit’ s sand. There are sometimes needles found in the sand. There are also quite a few wasps in the park
in the summer. Sand Needles

Our son enjoys the slides and the wading pool Wading_pool Slides

we love the big trees and watching the dogs play shade Dogs

The playground layout is awkward. | have a 9yr old and a 3 yr old, they interact with the playground in different ways.
There isn't really enough to keep either of them occupied for very long, and the sight lines are terrible - there is no way for

me to keep an eye on both of them at once. Because of this we frequent other playgrounds much more.
Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Safety

Use: Playground, wading pool Dislike: dogs within play area (should be in a fenced off area with adequate space and
garbage cans). Not enough seating area. Sand (wood chips preferred). Not enough play structure for school age kids
(climbing structure/parkour). No toys. Playground Wading_pool Dog_on_grass Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Seating Sand

It is the closest to our house. Iocation

They like the swings, balance beam, splash pad, and rings, and the picnic grass area Not_enough_green_space Swings
Slash_pad

Playground is dated. Look to Dufferin Grove for ideas - heavy wood play structure and child friendly digging pit/river would
be great. Dated_equipment

They love the water feature, though it is a bit cold. | wish there were actually more water features incorporated into it, such
as spray jets etc so the little kids don’ t have to be fully submerged. Wading_pool

Like the swings. Don't love the climbing structure Swings Climbing_structure

Do not like enclosed slides. Love swings, seesaw, sand and play structure with bridge. Playground Slides Swings See_saw
The features are why we come to the park. The swings, slides and sand pit. Slides Swings Sand

No splash pad slash_pad

Wading pool, swings wading_pool Swings

The slides are not enjoyable. More climbing options would be great (ie rope spiderweb) as well as a play structure for
younger kids. Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Slides Climbing_structure

The kid's love the different slides they can use. slides

They enjoy it but | don't love the tube slides because it's hard to see if anyone is hiding inside or what dangers can be
hidden. Some people use it as a washroom. | kids and | miss being able to play soccer and basketball. Seems like dogs
have taken over. Once my child was running and a dog started chasing him. The owner of the fog got upset at my 4 year
old for running. Dogs Slides Miss_sports_field

The multi level structure is amazing. Lots of skill building by climbing and the multiple slides are great. Climbing_structure
The play area is small and a bit run down but still lots of fun. Dated_equipment Playground

They are very outdated and according to my kids “babyish” . Not_enough_for_older_kids_to_do Dated_equipment

They like the play structure with fun slides, lots of ways up and down, and monkey bars! Good swings too Swings
Monkey_bars Playground

Have a toddler who plays in the playground on a daily basis. We do find it to be somewhat poorly maintained though
(garbage, debris etc). It would be nice to have garbage cans for the dogs on the opposite side of the park. We love the
splash pad feature in the summer, it's great. Do not like mess of sand, like the swings, splash pad and slides and balance
beam. Could be more climbing. sand Swings Slash_pad Slides Balance_Beam

They like the swings mostly. But would like a few more. They like climbing the playground structure. They don’ t like the
water area or the inclosed slide swings Climbing_structure Slides Wading_pool

The pool is a big attraction in the summer. The playground needs more free play areas (like what they have at dufferin
Grove playground) wading_pool Playground

Some use as off leash dog park, makes my kids a bit nervous. There is also tension between dog owners and parents of
small children which isn’ t great or fun for kids. Dogs

Often dogs running in playground... playground is dated and offers little for the younger children Would like to see a space
for dogs and a space where equipment is appropriate for a more variety of age groups — abilities
Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Dated_equipment Dogs

They Like the play area. They can' use the monkey bars - too high. Monkey_bars Playground

THe love the swings, see-saw, slide, splish-splash area. | do not like that people let their dogs poo in the sand in the
children's play area. And there are often unleashed dogs in the playground. see_saw Swings Wading_pool Dog_feces Dogs

We use the playground a lot. The kids love the slides. Would be great if there was an additional play set for younger
children (toddlers) as currently parents need to accompany kids under 3 when they climb on the structure (it's too high up
to let little ones go on their own). Playground Slides Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do Climbing_structure

The play structure is my suitable for toddlers. Slide and swings. Don't like sand Sand Slides Swings

They like the small slide and play structure and swings Slides Playground Swings

Still too young Not_enough_for_younger_kids_to_do

Slides, monkey bars and splash pad are awesome Not a lot of places to sit as a parent or tables to eat. Seating Slides
Slash_pad Monkey_bars

They play around the park. They have wild imaginations so they keep themselves pretty occupied.

Swings and slides Swings Slides
