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WHAT IS A PARK MASTERPLAN?

A park masterplan is a dynamic and long-term planning
document that provides a vision, objectives and implementable
action items to guide decision making for the ongoing
Improvements and management of parks.



THIS IS AN UPDATE TO THE 2008
CENTENNIAL PARK MASTERPLAN



PROCESS

STAGE 1 STAGE 2 STAGE 3 STAGE 4 STAGE 5

BACKGROUND CONCEPT DESIGN MASTER PLAN
REVIEW, VISIONING & & PRELIMINARY PREFERRED UPDATE &
INVENTORY & PRINCIPLES MASTER PLAN CONCEPT DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION
INVESTIGATION UPDATE PLAN

DECEMBER 2019 - FEBRUARY - MARCH
o) [cle]]\[c 2020

MARCH - MAY 2020 MAY - JULY 2020 FALL 2020




PURPOSE

Provide informed advice, feedback and ideas to contribute to
the development of the Centennial Park Master Plan Update.

DESIRED OUTCOMES

1 Explore emergent project findings
2 Collect data to inform key project elements/zones

3 Ideation on sitewide strategies to inform the future design
elements of Centennial Park



Background
REVIEW



City Plans and Strategies

TORONTO
OFFICIAL PLAN

PFR
FACILITIES
MASTERPLAN
2019-2038
(2017)

[ TORONTO Parks, Forestry & Recreation

Centennial Park Master Plan

Facilities and Service Planning Assessment
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City Plans and Strategies

PARKLAND STRATEGY

(2019)

PROMINENCE & VISIBILITY

Parks need to be located and
designed to ensure they are
prominent, and visible features of
the public realm to support safety,
security, accessibility, and livability
of the city.

USER EXPERIENCE

Parks need to be designed to both
attract a wide range of users, and
to entice people to stay and linger
by providing a range of activities
and seating options, reinforcing
views, supporting vegetation and
tree growth, and providing
inclusive spaces that contribute to
comfort and social interaction.

IDENTITY & CHARACTER

Parks need to be situated and
designed to take advantage of
character-defining elements and
features that contribute to
creating a sense of place.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
& THERMAL COMFORT

Parks need to be designed to
provide visual interest, be safe and
secure, and support a range of
passive and active programming
and activity. Their design and size
should enable a range of year-
round programming, maximize
sunlight exposure, provide ample
shade, and be safe and accessible
for people of all ages and abilities.
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Prominence &
Visibility

Identity &
Character

User Experience
Physical

Characteristics &
Thermal Comfort
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City Plans and Strategies

TORONTO’S FIRST RESILIENCE STRATEGY
(2019)

= — =.— = .—  |nclude strategies to create a resilient

—~ — —  parkinresponse to increasingly extreme
‘ climatic events, changing temperature
Impacts, changing cultural environment

. FIRST i Include strategies to reduce greenhouse
== o2 - emissions caused by park
-~ . Include strategies to create a self-

~ . sustaining park

My #RoulontStory

= = Support alternate transportation options
il to and within park
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City Plans and Strategies

TORONTO RAVINE STRATEGY
(2017)

Consider access, connection, restoration
AND protection

Consider alternative stormwater
management strategies to improve
water quality in Etobicoke and Renforth
creeks
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City Plans and Strategies

TORONTO REGIONAL CONSERVATION AUTHORITY:
Reports, Studies and Assessments

Etobicoke and Mimico Creeks
Watersheds Technical Update Report
(2010)

Terrestrial Biological Inventory
sssssssssssss

TRCA Terrestrial Biological Assessment
(2007)

Greening Our Watersheds
oooooooo A ( 2 O 02 )

ooooooooooooooo
Regional Watershed Monitoring Program
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Centennial Park Master Plan Facilities and Service Planning Assessment (2020)

IMPROVEMENTS:

Replacement of ski hill
activity

Ski Chalet

Space for large-scale
events

Trails, playgrounds, open
space, ponds, picnic areas
& shelters

BMX Park partnerships

ADDITIONS:

Splashpad and district
playground

Seasonal winter dome for
stadium

Community level
skatepark

Lit multi-use hard court

Cluster, improve, poss.
increase fields

Cluster, improve, light,
possibly decrease ball
diamonds

Other small scale park-
based amenities

Centennial Park 2020
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REMOVALS:

Ski lifts and snow maker

Wading pool
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Ski Hill Review

2018 SKI HILL ASSESSMENT

e Unstable settling slope
e Major infrastructure improvements required

2019 FACILITIES MASTER PLAN ASSESSMENT

FINDINGS BASED ON:

e (Climate
e Trends
e Usage
e Service

RECOMMENDATIONS:

e Programming and services should cease when operation becomes
inviable

e (Consolidate programing at Earl Bales Show Centre

e Enhance year round use of ski chalet

e Vision for future use
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Curling Strategy

CURLING STRATEGY

As part of Toronto’s 20-year Facilities Master Plan, City staff undertook a review
of the existing curling facilities across the city and determined that no additional
curling facilities were required.

In October 2019, as part of approving the Facilities Master Plan Implementation
Strategy, Council directed staff to develop a Curling Strategy to monitor and assess
trends and participation in curling.

Staff are currently developing a Curling Strategy (to be completed by year-end) to
re-assess the context of curling facilities and programming in the city and identify
potential solutions.

The City’s next steps related to curling facilities cannot be determined until the
curling strategy is completed and its recommendations are considered by Council
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2008 Master Plan

Centennial Park

Master Plan

City of Toronto
September 2008
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Centennial Park Master Plan (2008)
Overall Plan

Legend
City of Mississauga Bus Stops
City of Toronto Bus Stops
Proposed Bus Drop Off Loop e
Paved Vehicular with Sidewalk  pm
Off-Road Bike Lane s
Primary Paths (Paved Multi-Usg) s :

Secondary Paths (Paved Multi-Use) ===

Pedestrian Paths (including boardwalks) | RERERR

Disk Golf

—_—

Underground Storm Water Treatment
Facility Beneath Field

Master Plan
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Centennial Park Master Plan (2008)
Zones

RATHER THAN ZONES:

Leverage existing infrastructure
(buildings, paths, topography)

Group programs together where logical,;
connect disparate programs through
circulation



Centennial Park Master Plan (2008)
Principles

SIX PRINCIPLES (2008):

T

2

Centre of Excellence

Environmental protection
and enhancement

Cohesion and integrated
park design

Creation of rooms

Separation of active and
passive recreation

Creation of gateways

Centennial Park 2020
Background Review

UPDATED PRINCIPLES (2020):

1 Centre of Excellence

2 Ecological enhancement
and resilience

3 Cohesive design with clear
identity and wayfinding

4 Creation of experiences

5 Organization of recreation in
complement to ecology

6 Creation of gateways



What We Heara.:
INITIAL
CONSULTATION
(SUMMER 2019)
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Centennial Park Master Plan Review, Initial Conversations (2019)

KEY STRENGTHS:

1 Sports fields
2 Conservatory

3  Abundant parking &
adjacencies to highways

4 Scale
5 Picnic areas

6 SkiHill



Centennial Park Master Plan Review, Initial Conversations (2019)

KEY CHALLENGES:

1 Wayfinding & dispersed program

2 State of disrepair

3 Insufficient amenities for sports players
4 Declining natural heritage

5 No dog off leash area (DOLA)

6 Lack of identity/gateways

7 Damage from events

8 Accessibility

Centennial Park 2020

Background Review
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Centennial Park Master Plan Review, Initial Conversations (2019)

OPPORTUNITIES:

1 Sports facilities organization, enhancement & additions
2 Consolidated playground

3 Re-imagined ski hill, all-season activities

i Increase services/programming

5 Enhance natural areas, picnic areas and conservatory

7 Accessible pathways

8 Improve wayfinding and gateways

9 Create identity
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Centennial High Park, Stanley Park, Central Park,
Park Toronto Vancouver New York City
526 acres 400 acres 1001 acres 840 acres
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ETOBICOKE CREEK WATERSHED .
LEGEND

B \Water Body
I City Green Space




EXISTING HYDROLOGY
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LEGEND

— = = Project Boundary

——  Site Servicing (Stormwater)
Pond / Lake / River
Wetland

——— Single Stream

———— Double Stream

—— Swale

—— Ditch

Etobicoke Creek

Renforth Creek And Ponds
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HYDROLOGY + NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM -
LEGEND

Project Boundary
TRCA Regulated Area
Water Body

Existing Natural Cover

\
111

Potential Natural Cover

Site Servicing

References:

1. “Target Natural Heritage
System TRCA.” TRCA Open
Data, data.trca.ca/.

2. Terrestrial Natural Heritage
System Strategy. Appendix
D: Setting Terrestrial Natural
System Targets. TRCA.

.
* 4
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REGIONAL NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM / GREENBELT AREA N

LEGEND

Oak Ridges Moraine Area

Protected Countryside

Niagara Escarpment Plan Area
Towns / Villages

Existing Natural Cover

References:
1. Greenbelt Plan 2017.




ECOLOGICAL LAND CLASSIFICATION
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LEGEND

Project Boundary
Cultural Meadow
Cultural Plantation
Cultural Savannah
Cultural Thicket
Cultural Woodland
Deciduous Forest
Meadow Marsh
Shallow Marsh

Open Water

Mixed Shallow Aquatic
Submerged Shallow Aquatic

Deciduous Swamp

* Habitat Patch Quality
received ‘Poor’ to ‘Very Poor’
scoring according to the
Centennial Park Study Area:
Terrestrial Biological Inventory
and Assessment, February
2007.
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FLORA SPECIES OF INTEREST B
LEGEND

— == Project Boundary

\ Flora Species

Wild Leeks

White Trillium

Virginia Mountain Mint

Shagbark Hickory
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FAUNA SPECIES OF INTEREST B
LEGEND

— == Project Boundary
y Birds
&  Amphibians

w Mammals
Willow Flycatcher Green Heron
Virginia Rail Hairy Woodpecker
Red-Eyed Vireo Cooper’s Hawk
Gray Treefrog American Toad

Muskrat Eastern Cottontail
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EXOTIC SPECIES
| " LEGEND

: &y - | 1 e , -4, W‘ ) — - - Project Boundary
' a o ' Light
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) : European Buckthorn Dog Strangling Vine
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MOWED LAWN - S
LEGEND

— == Project Boundary

" Mowed Lawn




Centennial Park 2020
Inventory & Analysis

MOWED LAWN + TREES .
LEGEND

— = = Project Boundary

Mowed Lawn

B Treed Area
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TOPOGRAPHY .
LEGEND

— == Project Boundary

high

low




MOVEMENT



PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
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LEGEND

Project Boundary
Formal Pathway + Trail
Informal Pathway
Entry Nodes

Formal Lit Crossings



CYCLIST CIRCULATION
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LEGEND

— = = Project Boundary

m=mm=  Bike Lanes

woes Bike Trails

== == Proposed Connection

-======  Informal Mountain Bike Routes
A Bike Trail Entrance

References:

1. “Cycling Network Plan” City
of Toronto Open Data, 2016.The
Cycling Network Plan establish
a priority framework for Major
City-Wide Cycling Routes, and
share next steps for effective
implementation of proposed
cycling infrastructure.



VEHICULAR CIRCULATION
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LEGEND

Project Boundary
Public Use

Private Use
Designated City Use
Public Parking
Private Parking

Designated City Traffic Only



PUBLIC TRANSIT
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LEGEND

— = = Project Boundary
——  MiWayTransit
= TTCTransit

= GO Transit

== Future Eglinton LRT

~'{3) Bus Stop / Station



CULTURE
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SITE HISTORY

APPROXIMATELY 10,000 YEARS
AGO: LAKE IROQUOIS DRAINS
TO LEAVE EARLY LAKE ONTARIO
AND ETOBICOKE AND RENFORTH
CREEK RAVINES
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SITE HISTORY

10,000 YEARS AGO:

LAND OF CENTENNIAL PARK HAS
BEEN OCCUPIED BY HUMANS IN
SOME WAY SINCE THEN
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SITE HISTORY

1957:
PREDOMINATELY DAIRY FARMS
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SITE HISTORY

1967

PLANS DEVELOPED

GARBAGE HILL CREATED

PARK OPENED WITH STADIUM,
WADING POOL, FLYING CIRCLES
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SITE HISTORY

1977

SKI HILL, CONSERVATORY,
BASEBALL DIAMONDS, AREA, SKIi
CHALET, OLYMPIUM, DISC GOLF,
EXERCISE COURSE
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SITE HISTORY

1989:

TOBOGGAN HILL, CRICKET
PITCHES, GOLF COURSE,
MINI-INDY, POND
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SITE HISTORY

2002:

SOCCER CITY, ADDITIONAL
BASEBALL DIAMONDS, GOLF
HOLES, STADIUM TRACK
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SITE HISTORY

2015:
PAN AM BMX CENTRE
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1968 RELIEF MAP OF CANADA PROPOSAL,
RAYMOND MORIYAMA
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SITE HISTORY
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1976 PARK BROCHURE



OWNERSHIP + LEASING
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LEGEND

- = = Project Boundary

Provincially Owned Lands,
Leased by City

City Owned Lands

7 Leased / Easement Lands



ADJACENT LAND USE
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LEGEND

I
o,

Project Boundary

High Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
Commercial

Institutional

Light Industrial

Green Open Space

Vacant Land



INVENTORY OF PROGRAMMING
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LEGEND

Project Boundary

[ Passive Uses (Playground /
Picnic)
]

Active Uses
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MASTERPLANS

MEMORIAL PARK, HOUSTON
(NBWLA, 2015)
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MEMORIAL PARK, HOUSTON
(NBWLA, 2015)
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MEMORIAL PARK, HOUSTON
(NBWLA, 2015)



MASTERPLANS

MEMORIAL PARK, HOUSTON
(NBWLA, 2015)
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ESTABLISHED CITY PARK

PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN
(Olmsted & Vaux,1865)



Centennial Park 2020
Precedents

ESTABLISHED CITY PARK

PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN
(Olmsted & Vaux,1865)
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ESTABLISHED CITY PARK

These goats have a job to do!

They are helping to control the spread of
invasive species such as buckthorn and garlic
mustard. Invasive species crowd out native
plants and alter habitat for birds and other
wildlife. Goats are an ecologically minded
approach to restoring this area.

1 Please watch from a
S\ distance and be mindful of

PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN
(Olmsted & Vaux,1865)
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ESTABLISHED CITY PARK

PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN
(Olmsted & Vaux,1865)
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ESTABLISHED CITY PARK

PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN
(Olmsted & Vaux,1865)
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WAYS TO OFFER FEEDBACK

SAC and Public Workshops

N
Worksheets SES——
Email Comments Centennial
CentennialPark@toronto.ca Park

Online Consultation
(to be launched March 2020, refer to website)

Public Life Study
(look out for surveyors in the park)

Jane’'s Walk
(details forthcoming, refer to website)
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