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Our Scarborough Centre
Phase 2 Consultation

Aerial Source: Google Earth, 2020
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Study Overview

Our Scarborough Centre is a comprehensive planning study to guide the development of 
Scarborough Centre.
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We invite you to 
participate in planning 
the future of 
Scarborough Centre!

The City of  Toronto is 
undertaking a 
comprehensive planning 
study to guide positive 
change and support the 
development of 
Scarborough Centre as a 
vibrant urban node over 
the coming decades. 

What is Our Scarborough Centre

Planning Study Area
Aerial imagery: 2020, Google Earth
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Study Purpose

• Strengthen the role of Scarborough Centre as one of 
Toronto’s key Centres and destination points.

• Foster a complete community and a mix of uses that 
serves residents, employees and visitors within the area and 
beyond.

• Encourage densities and uses that make best use of 
infrastructure investments, particularly the Scarborough 
Subway Extension.

• Build on the unique identity of Scarborough Centre and 
foster a sense of place through a vibrant public realm 
supported by a network of parks and open spaces.

• Enable a true multi-modal transportation system.

• Create a sustainable and resilient built environment.

What is Our Scarborough Centre
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Planning Urban Design

Transportation Municipal Servicing Energy

Our Scarborough Centre Study (OurSC) 
is a planning study to refine and 
update the Scarborough Centre 
Secondary Plan and develop a robust 
policy direction for the area integrating a 
range of disciplines.

How OurSC Study Works
Study Components

Consultant Team
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Area Description

Scarborough Centre is one of four 'Centres' identified on Map 2, Urban Structure, in the 
Official Plan
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Scarborough Centre functions 
as:

• Important regional gateway;

• Part of established
employment corridor along 
Highway 401;

• Focal point of government, 
retail, institutional, 
entertainment and recreational 
facilities; natural heritage; 

• A destination for surrounding 
communities; and, 

• A location for natural areas 
including Frank Faubert
Woodlots and East Highland 
Creek.

Area Description



9

Area Description

Scarborough Centre supports 
a wide range of uses.  

Scarborough Civic Centre Scarborough Centre YMCA Scarborough Town Centre Mall Frank Faubert Wood Lot Panoramic View of Albert Campbell Square 
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Evolution of Scarborough Centre

The land on which Scarborough 
Centre now sits is part of the 
traditional territory of many 
nations including the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the 
Haudenosaunee and the Wendat
peoples. After the area was first 
colonized by the British Crown in 
the late 1700s, the land was 
surveyed into farm lots, and 
cleared for agriculture. 

Over the past half century, 
Scarborough Centre has grown 
from an agricultural area to 
become the civic, commercial, 
and employment heart of 
Scarborough.

1978

1954

2014

1965
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Evolution of Scarborough Centre

TTC Subway

TTC Line 3 Scarborough Scarborough Civic Centre
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What is a Cultural Heritage 
Resource Assessment (CHRA)?

A Cultural Heritage Resource 
Assessment (CHRA) documents an 
area’s development history to ensure 
that properties of cultural heritage 
value or interest are appropriately 
identified, understood and conserved. 

Cultural Heritage Resource 
Assessment

How are properties evaluated 
through a CHRA?

A CHRA applies provincial criteria to 
evaluate properties within a defined 
area for their cultural heritage value
or interest. 

A Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment (CHRA) will be undertaken for the study. A CHRA will result 
in a list of properties that have potential cultural heritage value. 

The Old Scott House on Progress Avenue is a listed 
heritage building (Image Source: Wikipedia) 

The Scarborough Civic Centre is a designated heritage building 

An early concept sketch of Scarborough Centre, as 
conceived by Toronto architect Raymond Moriyama
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Drivers of Change

In addition to policy drivers, the next wave of development in the area is being triggered by 
the construction of the Scarborough Subway Extension.
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Drivers of Change
Scarborough Centre is subject to policy direction from the Province of Ontario and the 
City of Toronto to guide change and growth. 

City of Toronto 
Zoning By-laws

City of Toronto Design 
Guidelines

OurSC Study

City of Toronto 
Official Plan

Growth Plan for Greater 
Golden Horseshoe 

Provincial Policy 
Statement

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/zoning-by-law-preliminary-zoning-reviews/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/design-guidelines/
http://www.toronto.ca/OurScarboroughCentre
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/official-plan/
https://www.ontario.ca/document/place-grow-growth-plan-greater-golden-horseshoe
https://www.ontario.ca/page/provincial-policy-statement-2020
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Recent City Studies in Scarborough Centre

Drivers of Change
Growth Plan for Greater Golden 
Horseshoe (2019)

City of Toronto Official Plan

OurSC (Scarborough 
Centre Focused Review): 
Phase 1 (2019)

Scarborough Centre 
Public Art Master Plan 
(2018)

McCowan Precinct Plan 
(2014)

Scarborough Centre 
Transportation Master 
Plan (2018)

Scarborough Subway 
Extension (ongoing)

Scarborough Centre Public 
Space + Streetscape Master 
Plan (2012)

https://www.ontario.ca/document/place-grow-growth-plan-greater-golden-horseshoe
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/official-plan-guidelines/official-plan/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/90ca-city-planning-scarborough-review-public-realm-phase1-april-2019.pdf
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2018.SC29.9
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2014.SC32.20
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2018.SC30.3
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2017.EX23.1
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2017.EX23.1


16

Phase 1 of Our SC study led to the development of a Preliminary Public Realm 
Plan that provides direction for achieving a well connected and expanded 
network of streets and public spaces. 

Phase 1 was premised in anticipation of the Scarborough Subway Extension (SSE), which 
proposed a one-stop extension of TTC Line 2 Bloor-Danforth to Scarborough Centre. Currently, 
a three-stop extension is being pursued (including a station in Scarborough Centre).

The City hired the consulting firm The Planning Partnership to assist with Phase 1, which was 
completed in April, 2019. 

Vision from Phase I Public Consultation:

“Scarborough Centre is envisioned as evolving from a suburban, car-

centred commercial hub into a vibrant, urban, pedestrian-friendly, mixed 

use community, anchored by the Scarborough Civic Centre, transit, and 

an enhanced public realm.”

Our SC (Scarborough Centre Focused Review) 
Phase 1: Preliminary Public Realm Plan

OurSC (Scarborough Centre Focused 
Review): Phase 1 (2019)

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/90ca-city-planning-scarborough-review-public-realm-phase1-april-2019.pdf
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Our SC (Scarborough Centre Focused Review) 
Phase 1: Preliminary Public Realm Plan

The Plan is premised on four 
principles and four pillars: 

Four Principles 
The vision for Scarborough Centre is 
articulated by four principles:

1. Connectivity;

2. Nature, Parks, and Open Spaces;

3. Design Excellence and Placemaking; and,

4. Leveraging Capital Investments.

Four Pillars
The Plan, at its core, is predicated on four 
pillars:

1. Establishment of a clearly articulated, 
attractive,   sustainable, and centrally-
located civic node;

2. Enhancements of existing open spaces;

3. Creation of new parks and open spaces; 
and,

4. Development of a strong pedestrian and 
cycling network connecting public spaces 
within and beyond Scarborough Centre.
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Recent Development Activity

Scarborough Town 
Centre

Scarborough 
Centre RT

Federal 
Building

Scarborough 
Civic Centre

Frank Faubert
Wood Lot

East Highland Creek

McCowan RT
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Next Steps in the Study
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Local Advisory Committee (LAC) 
Overview

Role of LAC:

• Will provide an on-going forum for feedback, 
guidance and advice throughout subsequent 
Study phases

• Will provide feedback and advice on materials 
and Study findings

Interested in Becoming a member of the 
LAC?

Email: oursc@toronto.ca and request an application 
form

Application submission deadline is August 28, 2020 

mailto:ourSC@Toronto.ca
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• Business and Land Owners Meeting No. 1: 
July 14, 2020

• Community Consultation: On-line Consultation 
via Survey

• Little Scarborough Centre: TBD

• #ShowUsSC Photography Contest: TBD

• Pop-up Engagement: TBD

• Visioning Workshop: Oct/Nov 2020

www.toronto.ca/OurScarboroughCentre

www.toronto.ca/OurScarboroughCentre

http://www.toronto.ca/OurScarboroughCentre
http://www.toronto.ca/OurScarboroughCentre
mailto:oursc@toronto.ca
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