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Project Background 
 

The City is improving the playground in Humberline Park, located at 70 Humberline Drive, to 
modernize the existing playground with new equipment, seating and accessible pathway 
connections. The scope of work will include a redevelopment of the entire playground, including 
new junior and senior play equipment, an accessible ramp into the playground and wood chip 
safety surfacing.   

Humberline Park Playground is located on the south side of Humberline Drive between 
Viewcrest Circle and Woodlot Crescent. The Park includes a playground, basketball courts and 
a washroom facility. The current layout of the park is pictured below. 

 

The proposed layout of Humberline Park is pictured below.  
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The City is proposing this new layout to improve safety and accessibility for playground users.  

The new park improvements will include: 

• 2 Park Benches on a concrete pad 
• Junior Equipment (for ages 2 to 5 years) 
• Senior Equipment (for ages 5 to 12 years) 
• Junior Swing, Senior Swing and Accessible Swing 
• Accessible ramp into the playground 
• Wood Chip Safety Surfacing throughout 

Survey Objectives 
 

In August 2020, the City conducted an online survey to gain feedback from community 
members to inform the selection of the equipment for the playground in Humberline Park. 
Survey participants were given the opportunity to review three playground design options and 
select their favourite, as well as provide feedback on more specific design details like equipment 
colour. The design options presented in the survey are available in Appendix A. 

The survey was available to complete online from August 17 to September 3, 2020. In total, the 
survey received 96 submissions, with 81 submissions complete in their entirety. Some surveys 
represented were completed by multiple respondents. In total:  

• 60 kids under twelve years old participated in the survey 
• 48 kids from twelve to eighteen years old participated in the survey 
• 74 people above eighteen years old participated in the survey 

The feedback received will inform the development of the final playground design. 
 

Notification 
 

The online survey was promoted through the following channels: 

• Email notification through the local Councillor’s office 
• Facebook advertisements targeting area residents 
• Postcards to residents who live nearby   
• A project webpage 
• Park signage placed near Humberline Park Playground 

  

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/humberline-park-playground-improvements/
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Survey Highlights and Key Takeaways 
 

Key Feedback Highlights – Playground Improvements 
• 96 total survey submissions, including participation from 60 kids under twelve years old, 

48 teens twelve to eighteen years old, and and 74 people eighteen years old or above 
• 35% of participants preferred Equipment Design Option 2, 35% preferred Option 1, and 

29% preferred Option 3 (see Appendix A for each option) 
o Suggested additions that can be applied to playground redesign Option 2 

include: 
 Planting new trees or bushes to provide shade 
 Adding benches and seating areas for parents and seniors  
 Adding swings  
 Adding basketball nets to the existing basketball court 

o Suggested additions that are outside of the scope of this project include: 
 Adding pathways 
 Adding a splash pad 
 Adding an off-leash area for dog-owners 
 Planting fruit trees 
 Adding sheltered seating areas 
 Anti-microbial materials to be used for equipment 

• 74% of participants prefer bright and vibrant colours (like orange, purple, and yellow), 
while 26% prefer natural colours (like green, brown, and grey) for the redesigned 
playground.  
 

Key Feedback Highlights – Preferred Options 
In total, 35% of participants preferred Equipment Design Option 1, 35% preferred Option 2, and 
29% preferred Option 3. The options are presented in Appendix B.  

Option 1 Feedback 

Participants liked:  
• More spacious layout, with larger play structures 
• The slides 

Suggested additions and comments for Option 1: 

• Add benches 
• A larger playground area 
• Add signage related to park safety 

Option 2 Feedback 

Participants liked:  
• Separate play structures for different age groups (junior and senior play structures) 
• The climbing structure 
• Variety of playground activities available 
• Balance structures 
• The monkey bars 
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Suggested additions and comments for Option 2: 

• Add basketball nets for teens 
• Add swings for both junior and senior children 
• More interactive, modern play equipment beyond swings and slides 

Option 3 Feedback  

Participants liked: 

• The spiral slide  

Suggested additions and comments for Option 3: 

• Playground equipment design should allow for social distancing 
• Add benches/seating areas for parents 

 

Key Feedback Highlights – Additional Playground Improvements 
 

Participants provided the following suggestions for additional improvements to Frost Park 
Playground: 

• Add more seating areas, like benches and picnic tables for parents  
• Add additional swings for each age group 
• Add trash and recycling bins  
• Add a splash pad 
• Add more seating areas, like benches for parents and seniors 
• Improvements to the basketball court 

 

 

Quantitative Response Summary 
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Demographics of Respondents 
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Appendix A: Proposed Equipment Design Options  
 

New Park Improvements  
 

The new park improvements include: 

• 2 park benches on a concrete pad 
• Junior equipment (for ages 2 to 5 years) 
• Senior equipment (for ages 5 to 12 years) 
• Junior swing, senior swing and accessible swing 
• Accessible ramp into the playground. 
• Wood chip safety surfacing throughout 
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Current layout of Humberline Park  

 

Proposed layout of Humberline Park  
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Proposed Playground Options  
 

Three playground layout options were presented in the online survey. Although the equipment 
configurations and specific type of play elements offered vary, in general all three design 
options should be considered equal in terms of: 

• Total number of play events 
• Total number of accessible ground and structure elements 
• Accessibility into the play structure 
• Cost 

Equipment Design Option 1  
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Equipment Design Option 2 
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Equipment Design Option 3 
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Appendix B: Text Responses 
 

After selecting their preferred equipment design option, respondents were asked to explain their 
choice.  

Respondents who selected Option 1: 
 

• It is more fun color 
• More assortment of play area for kids of all ages 
• Seperate play castles 
• It looks better. 
• I like the slides more than other 2 designs 
• Equipment 1 is spaced out properly more aligned with the social distancing times we are 

in. There will be less congestion on the play groud 
• It would be wayyyyyyyyy better for the kids and more entertaining and please fix the 

basketball courts because double rim nets are trash. Please do separate full courts with 
single rims 

• Design 1 offers more variety for play.  The 2 separate play structures offer more safety 
to the younger children as they play separately from the older children. A rubberized 
playground surface should be used as the wood chips make it difficult to push 
wheelchairs and strollers. 

• Separate play area more slides 
• It’s a better design for kids to play King’s Castle 
• More space in between each structure 
• I like design 1 because it looks like there are a few cool things to do on the structures & 

the overall structures look bigger. The other 2 designs look like a scaled down version of 
design 1. 

• More kids can take turns. 
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• It has more options 
• I like the interactive boards 

Respondents who selected Option 2: 
 

• I like the junior and senior play areas to be more separated. Would have chosen a 
design with the swings in between the play structures if it was possible. 

• It looks like there are more activities for the children to access. 
• My daughter liked that one 
• The climbing structure looks more fun 
• Looks like more group playing can happen 
• I chose #2 option for the reasons I don't like for the other 2: Opt 1 does not allow a good 

view of the kids playing while inside the play structure. Safety risks. Also, it makes me 
feel somebody might be encouraged to stay overnight in one of the enclosures because 
it is spacious enough.  Opt 3 did not appeal to me that much. Not sure the games 
available around that equipment are engaging enough. I just feel that the extra swings in 
Opt 2 are better as I see the kids like the ones where they could ride and play with with 
other kids. Btw, aren't seesaws being used anymore? I didn't see it in any of these. 

• My 4 year Iikes it. 
• Going with 3 is the best because it has different options for kids. It’s separate too so 

which is much saver for kids 
• The kids are chanting 'Number two' ... so what the kids want ... is what I voted for 
• More type of activities available on design two 
• Another section of swings should also be in the design. Equipment designed to was 

chosen because this allows the smaller children safe play around the older children. I 
would choose design 3 if it was separated and as well had another section of swings. 

• When I take my younger children to the park, the older children tend to 'take over' the 
playground structure. As such, I prefer separate structures for the two different age 
groups.  As my eldest child grows, I like Design #2, which has additional balance  
structures for her use. 

• I don't love any of them, but the design of #2 seems like the most fun, where a sort of 
obstacle course could be completed around the main structure. 

• Monkey bars should be a staple in every park, plus the park for younger kids should be 
separate and not connected like in #3 

• Seems there's more activities 
• We like the structure in the middle, looks very good and fun 
• In my opinion, Equipment Design #2 is best suited for the needs, and desires, of both 

'junior' and 'senior' children.  It offers the best equipment variety, while maximizing the 
space available for equipment users. There are multiple play structures, which allow the 
children to spread out farther, in the event of full or nearly-full occupancy. Also, the 
layout differs from that of Indian Line Park on 655 Humberwood Boulevard. (Equipment 
Design #1 mirrors Indian Line Park too closely! Not to say that the Park is poorly 
designed, of course--it would serve the local children well to have diverse playgrounds at 
their disposal.)  I must add that Design #2 gives 'senior' children ample opportunity to 
improve their hand-eye co-ordination (via the rock climbing wall, jungle gym), while still 
offering rocking equipment and shorter slides fit for 'junior' children. 

Respondents who selected Option 3: 
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• Visually more interesting more choice of activity on one connected piece of equipment. 
• The red one will fade to pink soon looks more fun for young children 
• I showed to my kid. Kid like 3 option. 
• I like the color it’s bright kids will like it . And looks Attractive . 
• Can see things that my daughter liked better 
• Looks like there is more varierty of different activities. This is also the only option which 

has a spiral slide which is crucial to any children's park. 
• It is easier on the eyes.   When I lookout my back door I see it all day hence the colour 

choice 
• Why is it more practical for younger children? (Translated from Por que es mas practico 

para los niños de pocas edades) 
• More varied activities.  Makes them move across the equipment. 
• Looks best 
• I choose neither, you need to look at Chinguacousy park in Brampton to really have a 

park that kids will enjoy and is designed to last - wood-chips still really???? 
• It looks like the most fun 

Provide any additional comments you have on colour preferences, including if you like any of 
the colour schemes illustrated in the equipment Designs 1,2 and 3. Please note each equipment 
design can be modified to suite the survey results for colour preferences. 
 

• Just not the Blue/Yellow/Red.  Its visually jarring and bland at the same time.   
Purple/Green/Red is an excellent combo or Purple/Green if just 2. 

• I like more natural colours that blend into surroundings like trees etc. 
• They used to be a jungle gym in the park that was taken out, something fun like that 

would be nice. The colours on number three would look nice on number 2 
• colours in example 3 is perfect 
• Please give the playground option that has the most bells and whistles and is the safest 

for kids to play. 
• Yes, bright and vibrant colors mentioned above are the perfect colors for the children's 

playground. Primary colors are okay too. Red, yellow and blue as long as they appear 
bright and vibrant too. 

• Kids always like vivid colors 
• Plz provide washroom there 
• Colours of Design 1 are most appealing. Apply it to Design 3. 
• Red, orange, yellow colours would be a good choice 
• I like the colours in design three, blue and green 
• The colours given were fine. Purple, Orange, Yellow, Red, Green and Grey work. 
• Azul 
• Please fix the basketball courts 2 full courrs with single rims 
• A rainbow colour scheme would make the park more inviting to children to play.  Blue, 

red, yellow & green. 
• the only concern with the bright colours is the fading. As is occurring at indian line park. 
• I like the primary colours used in the design 1. 
• While the natural colours would look nice and blend in with the surrounding area. 

Everyone loves a bright and happy looking playground. It’s just screams “ this is a place 
for kids to play” 
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• Primary colours are the best 
• Everyone in our household lives the colour scheme on the third choice 
• The current play structures have taken a more 'natural' tone, which makes the 

equipment seem outdated, and adds little to the atmosphere. Wouldn't you like to see 
your child/ren playing on equipment bathed in bright, cheerful, attractive colours? The 
classic primary colours, as seen in Design #1, would fit quite nicely. However, we have 
seen them used in countless other playgrounds as well. Why not throw in a splash of 
purple or a shade of neon green--just so long as the colours don't distract passing 
drivers! 

 Do you have any other comments about the Humberline Park Playground Improvements? 
 

• Ideally will include a path from the other direction  as well, avoids a desire line being 
formed and associated sod damage. Would be nice to modestly enhance the 
landscaping with a couple of extra caliper trees and a native/perennial flower feature 
(pollinator garden). Also modest landscaping right at park entrance. 

• Made from material that doesn't burn when hot outside! 
• I was hoping that a splash pad could be included for the children.  they would have 

someplce to go to keep cool during the hot months.  there are 3 metro housing 
apartments on Humberline that do not have access to air conditioning. reason for that 
request , was taking care of grandchildren and could not find a splash pad close to this 
vicinity. 

• I cannot wait to see a new playground, since my children are playing in the area almost 
everyday. 

• I think that the park should implement workout station parents in a separate but close 
setting to the park 

• More than two benches are needed, there's never anywhere to sit. the park has plenty of 
space towards the back of it closer to the woods for more benches that don't necessarily 
need to be on concrete pads. 

• Germ resistant coating 
• bench is great idea for parents to supervise 
• Please make sure its safe, the building beside there are some people who seem 

unsavory and kind of scary. I always see dangerous drivers trying to cut me off from that 
building when I drive by. 

• It seems the focus is on the children's use only. Hope you can include a walkway for the 
seniors too where they can stroll around with their walker or whatever device they might 
be using. There's a seniors home nearby and there are other age group who visit the 
park. Let's not limit the park as a children's playground. You can add benches for others 
too.  Also, the washroom that was built there was not efficiently used. I never see it 
open.  Only the drinking fountain outside the washroom was made available for use. Are 
you able to add some water features too like in the nearby park along Humberwood 
Blvd.? It would be nice for the hot summer. The kids definitely will love it! 

• Make more seatings around so parents can sit while kids are playing. 
• Improvements to the basketball court as well.  Adults need recreation too. Lots of obese 

adults doesn’t help our health care system. 
• No 
• Yes benches washroom. And garbage bins. 
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• What about a waterpark? There are many people who would be attending, especially on 
a hot, hot day. A waterpark is needed and lots of benches as parents sit to watch their 
kids or adults like to go in the evening to relax. 

• I would be nice to see a more natural park ... like wood structures vs plastic 
• The playground should be bigger. There should be more benches. 
• Please add a sheltered/roof covered sitting area or benches. 
• Making sure that each bench, slide, everything would be sanitized and properly 

maintained would be good. Also a volleyball/badminton court would be good. And also 
installing street light for night time would also be good 

• I would just say add more swings for the kids or even a section of swings for the older 
kids. 

• No 
• No 
• My family would like a park that suitable for multiple ages. Challenging for kids 9 and 

above, with the latest play equipment. not only slides and swings are fun but  a zilpine 
slide and a saucer swing. Chinguacousy Park in Brampton has an incredible park and 
we have to travel out for community to get there. I think you should look at there park to 
get more ideas on creating an amazing park. Its a great big piece of land we should use 
it to our advantage. the reason we do not go to this park is because it boring there is 
nothing for my kids to do. 

• Please make it so children can safely social distance when using the park as well. 
Maybe add a water station where kids can fill their water bottles 

• PLEASE FIX THE BASKETBALL COURTS!! PUT SINGULAR RIM AND 2 DIFFERENT 
COURTS WITH A 3 POINT LINE AND FREE THROW LINE 

• There should be more seating at the playground.  There is a Senior's home next door to 
the park.Picnic type tables should be placed so families could take their senior parents 
to enjoy the outdoors.  A covered area would be useful as well to provide protection from 
the sun. 

• Add more basketball nets for teens. 
• allow for the equipment to be fenced in. 
• An enclosed dog park in the neighbourhood would be nice 
• Add an off leash dog park please. Trying to get one even brought to the city is a Royal 

pain in the butt. Nobody has time to start dog owners comity. There is an incredible 
amount of dogs I see in the neighborhood. They take them off leash in places they 
shouldn't be. My dogs been bitten by an off leash dog because mine was leashed and 
couldn't get away from me and the other dog. As a dog owner I understand that dogs 
need off leash time. Our community needs a spot to lawfully have off leash time for their 
pets. 

• Safety of kids, I have seen people drinking in the park. Proper signs and other safety 
measures should be considered. 

• Overdue and will be well used by the neighborhood 
• Glad that it’s happening. Barely looks like a playground currently 
• I like the fact that there is an accessible swing& ramp 
• A splash pad for the kids would be nice, many people in surrounding vicinity don't have 

air conditioning in hot summer months. 
• Again, this is such a small and dated looking park.  Why can’t we have something 

beautiful and modern - again take a look at Chinguacousy (the larger park) in Brampton - 
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these designs are disappointing, but will no doubt show up soon.  I get wood chips are 
cheap - but they are gross to have kids play in and can hide many things. 

• dog park 
• It is very nice to see good improvements. Especially washroom facility n water fountain 

for drinking water is commendable. Really appreciate. Two benches for sitting is good. If 
another two benches could be added that would be great according to the use of more 
population.  Deeply appreciate for the improvements added for the facility n convenience 
of the neighbourhood population. Thanks! Thanks! 
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