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Project Background 
 

The City is updating Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park and playground, located at 10 Dalton Road, to 

improve the space for park and playground users. The redesigned park and playground will 

include: 

 A new park layout 

 A new playground and play elements 

 Improved accessible pathways 

 Improved seating 

 Updated plantings 

 Updated amenities (e.g. water fountain) 

As part of the community engagement process, in early 2020 an online survey was completed 

by 32 residents. Participants shared what they liked, disliked, and wanted to see change in 

Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park. The results of this survey are available at the project webpage. 

 

Survey Objectives 

 
In July 2020, the City conducted an additional online survey to increase the amount of feedback 

revieved from community members. The objective of the survey was to gain feedback on how 

community members use, and would like to use Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park and playground; what 

community members like, dislike, and would like to see change about the park and playground; 

and to gather feedback on specific design ideas for the new park and playground. Survey 

participants were given the opportunity to respond to various questions, and review high level 

sight design proposals to provide feedback.  

The survey was available to complete online from July 11 to July 27, 2020. In total, the survey 

received 31 responses. Some surveys represent the views of multiple respondents. In total: 

 Five surveys included feedback from kids under five years old 

 Five surveys included feedback from kids between the ages of five and nine 

 Three surveys included feedback from kids between the ages of ten and twelve 

The feedback that we have received will be considered in the development of potential design 
options for the park and playground.  
 

Notification 
 

The online survey was promoted through the following channels: 

 Email notification through the local Councillor's office 

 Facebook and twitter advertisements targeting area residents 

 Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park and Playground Improvements webpage 

http://toronto.ca/jbtparkimprovements
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Survey Highlights and Key Takeaways 
 

Key Feedback Highlights - Park, Playground, and Key Features 

 
 30 total survey responses, with 11 responses for the Kids' section of the survey. 

 51% of survey participants visited JBT Park and Playground at least once a week. 

 64% of survey participants visit JBT Park and Playground with their family, while 24% 

visit alone, 4% visit with friends, 4% visit with their dog, and 4% visit with a daycare. 

 46% of survey participants play while at JBT Park and Playground. 25% pass through 

the space, whill 14% like to sit and rest, 11% eat, and 4% enjoy quiet time.  

 40% of survey participants usually stay in the park for less than 5 minutes, just passing 

through. 7% stay for up to 15 minutes, 33% stay for up to 30 minutes, and 19% stay for 

over 30 minutes.  

 53% of survey participants prefer curvey pathways through JBT Park while 27% prefer 

straight pathways, 10% have no preference, and 10% had an "other" preference.  
o Other preferences included moving the straight pathways to the edge of the park 

to provide more undivided open space, providing no paved pathway (using hard-

packed dirt or colourful rubber instead), and installing curvey pathways that 

prevent desire lines from forming.  

 67% of survey participants prefer partial green buffers between the park and the street, 

with multiple entrance and exit routes. 17% prefer large green buffers between the park 

and street with a singular entrance and exit route, and 13% prefer minimal or no green 

buffers and open street frontage. 3% have no preference.  

 37% of survey participants prefer an equal amount of playground space and passive 

recreation space. 27% prefer more playground space, 23% prefer more passive 

recreation space, 10% have no preference and 3% have an "other" preference. 

 47% of participants preferred Option 1, 30% preferred Option 2, and 23% preferred 

Option 3. 

 

Key Feedback Highlights – What is Working Well at JBT Park and Playground 
Participants like that JBT Park is a place to play (on both a playground and on grass), a place to 

sit and enjoy a quiet space, and an easy space to move through. Participants noted that the 

space is good for families. Regarding the playground, participants especially like the swings, 

and also noted that the climber, slides, and seesaw are enjoyed.  

Key Feedback Highlights – What Could be Improved and Make the Park More 

Welcoming 
Participants would like to see: 

 More trees and native plantings, especially to provide shade. 

 Improved, accessible pathways through the park, and removal of physical barriers 

throughout the park. 

 An overall reduction in paved surfaces, to be replaced by grass.  

 More seating and seating choices, especially at park entrances and in shaded areas.  

o This should include picnic benches to facilitate people eating in the park. 
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 Less isolation between different spaces of the park. 

 A new, colourful, safe and accessible playground with a variety of play equipment for 

kids of various ages and abilities. 

o While one participant asked that the playground have a smaller overall footprint 

to make room for non-play spaces, others prefered providing more play spaces.  

o Plastic (rather than metal) slides. 

o Feedback was mixed over whether to replace or keep the sand. Some 

participants prefer an alternative, such as rubberized chips.  

o Less spread-out play structures.  

 Removal of the tetherball pole. 

 An increase in park cleanliness and the provision of more waste receptacles throughout 

the park. 

 More visually open park entrances with reduced hardscaping and the removal of 

concrete planters.  

o Some participants would like the fencing removed, while others would like the 

fencing or a similar feature to be maintained to prevent kids from running into the 

street. 

 An improved water fountain with a water bottle filling station. 

 The inclusion of accessible water features, such as a splash pad.  

Key Feedback Highlights: Preferred Options 
In total, 47% of participants preferred Option 1, 30% preferred Option 2, and 23% preferred 

Option 3.  

Option 1 Feedback 
Participants like: 

 Multiple entrance and exits 

 Pathways around the edge of the park 

 Good flow through park 

 Curvey paths that slow people down and have them engage with the space 

 Visibility to the street 
Participants dislike: 

 Limited passive space or space outside of the playground area 
Suggested additions for Option 1: 

 Minimal grass 

 Native perennial flower beds at entranceways, protected by rocks and seating so people 
don't walk through them 

 A tree in the middle of the playground (e.g. Kew Gardens) 

 More passive space 

 Play benches right next to the play structure to facilitate supervision, not separated by a 
path 

 
Option 2 Feedback: 
Participants like: 

 More passive space than other options 

 Good flow through park 
Participants dislike: 

 The cuurvey path, which will result in people cutting corners and forming desire lines 

 The playground area is too small 
Suggested additions for Option 2: 
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 More shade 

 Larger play area 
 
Option 3 Feedback: 
Participants like: 

 Large buffers to streets 

 Straigth pathways 

 Mix of passive and play space to reflect the wide variety of park users 

 More visibility to the street 

 One entrance on each side of the park 
Participants dislike: 

 Too much passive space 

 Too plain 
Suggested additions for Option 3: 

 Replace lamp posts with bench lighting 
 
Feedback for all Options: 

 Have a dinosaur theme because it is named after JB Tyrrell!  

 Park users are present at all time of day or night; it should be designed for use at all 
times, but minimize noise for neighbours at night 

 Keep the swings 

 Add more seating 

 Some participants would like to keep the sand while others would prefer a ruberized 
surface 

 

Key Feedback Highslights: Kids Playground Feedback 
 The most popular feature of the JBT Playground are the swings, which are very well 

loved. Some participants also noted that they like the spiral slide (for older kids), straight 

slide (for younger kids), and climbing structure.  

 Kids suggested improving the park and playground by adding: 

o More open space for play (e.g. to play catch). 

o A climbing structure, potentially one that built for older kids and is larger and 

taller. 

o A hut or house structure for playing make believe.  

o A ball pit.  

o More slides. 

o A working water fountain. 

o Non-sand playground surface.  

o Garbage and recycling bins at both ends o fthe park.  

o Climbable barriers (e.g. if fencing is required in part of the park, have it double as 

a climbing structure like the wall at Sibelius Park).  

o Open sightlines to the streets on each side of the park, so kids feel safe.  

 Other than the playground, kids would like to do the following activities at JBT Park: 

o Walk or play with their pet. 

o Play catch or baseball. 

o Build sand castles and play in the sand.  

o Have a picnic at a picnic bench or stop to eat ice cream.  
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Response Summary 
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Kids' Playground Survey Demographics 
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Demographic Questions 
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Raw Written Responses 
 

What do you think is working well at JBT Park and playground? 
 It's a public and community place in a quiet area that has great potential for families and 

individuals seeking to play and spend time together outside. 

 Like the dominance of play  swings are probably the best (from when I took my children there) 
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 The double entrance. That’s pretty much it 

 It's quiet. 

 The swings are amazing. Please keep them no matter what. The climber is also well used by my 

children. 

 I like the inclusion of a an epic looking water fountain, and I like that there is seating. 

 I like that you can enter from both sides 

 Balance between playground space and green space, also I like how enclosed the space feels 

 The playground seemed to be well-utilized pre-covid but there's lot a lot of options and the 

playground options appeal to younger kids 

 Existing slides and swings are favourites for children (and adults).  Grassy areas, when in good 

shape.  Deep, good quality sand. 

 Playground equipment 

 It's a good space and location 

 Swings are great! 

 The swings are good (both infant and larger child) 

 The equipment is great, the swings are the older style and work really well. The kids love Tyrell. 

They enjoy the climbing structure and see-saw as well. 

 Some playground equipment and structures, e.g, the 4 swings  the large slide  the teeter 

totter/seesaw the picnic table and bench on the grass 

 Swing set 

 Green space separate from a busy Bloor corridor. A relatively quiet retreat and space carved out 

for non-commercial activity. 

What do you think could be improved at JBT Park and playground? 
 There should be more trees! As the summers are getting hotter and trees provide 

oxygen and much needed shade for people living in a city full of pollution. 

 More seating areas, especially at E and W entrances 

 Everything 

 Better walkways, seating area, flowers, trees. 

 The two isolated slides are a little weird. The variety of equipment is good. Some picnic 

tables would be nice. 

 The playground desperately needs to be updated. I never see kids playing on it. The 

tether ball pole Could probably be replaced by something else. Maybe less space taken 

up by playground, or more space provided for leisure, seating, nature. 

 Its not pretty, and the playground takes up too much space, what about adults and 

people without kids!? 

 Cleanliness is an issue with it being just off Bloor. 

 The entrance area with the awkwardly placed planter and sign takes up a lot of space 

that could be better mobilized, it also 'hides' the park and if someone was in it from those 

on the sidewalk.The park doesn't have a gate or an easy way to prevent kids from 

running out onto busy side streets when people drive north from Bloor blindly. 

 The sand is so hard to walk on when you're passing through. 

 More seating, more seating choices 

 Recent loss of shade tree(s) should be replaced to provide shade from afternoon sun 

over parts of the play area and grassy areas.  New, functioning fountain would be 
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helpful.  More park benches facing the play area would be helpful.  A new or restored 

teeter-totter.  A new, moderate-sized climbing structure. 

 A dedicated walking path between Brunswick and Dalton - currently there is only a dirt 

trail worn down by walkers in the grass. 

 Seating, Landscaping.   Concrete planters at Dalton entrance have to go.   Native 

perennial flower beds would be preferable. 

 Update playground equipment, more benches, more shade, 

 More variety in structures to play on 

 Better seating, a climbing structure (spiderweb or climbing wall) to serve older kids. 

Sand is not a great surface - too messy and hides broken glass or other sharp objects 

that can be dangerous. 

 Except the swings, the rest of the equipment is awful.  The sand is too hot and 

rubberized chips would be better.   There is not enough trash bins and there is garbage 

everywhere   The hardscape circles are waste space 

 A fence around the park to prevent small kids from running to the street. The bushes 

could be tended better. More seating, and a water fountain that works properly. 

 Cleanliness modern infrastructure 

 It could use a challenging, higher rope climbing structure  There could be shaded 

benches for adults to watch children or just rest  

 Ratio of play area to other space (need more play) 

 More green space and trees for shading. I’m not using the playground personally, but I 

bet others would like that option expanded and I would support that. 

How can JBT Park and playground become more welcoming for all users? 
 More trees and places to sit. A bike lane and a place to lock bikes. Picnic tables. It would 

be a great spot for people who work nearby to eat lunch or dinner outside (even a 

community bbq would be fantastic). 

 Grassy picnic/seating areas 

 Newer structures, less sand 

 Remove fencing. 

 A better pathway around the edge of the playground from would side to the other would 

help with accessibility. 

 More open entrances on both sides. Maybe art installations. 

 Move the separate equipment closer together, and make it one area, rather then a 

nebulous blob 

 It is primarily for young children right now. Some elements for older kids would be nice 

 Seating for the playground and seating removed from the playground areas would help 

people with kids and those without to both enjoy the park. 

 More benches, more shade, more landscaping 

 Reduce size of paved entryways to provide more space for grass to be used for open 

play and picnic space.  Restoration and planting of new shade trees on western side to 

provide shade from the summer afternoon sun. 

 More seating - we'd stop and eat our ice cream in the park if there were 

accommodations for that. 

 Not a playground user, leave this mostly to others, but please, no unpainted equipment, 

the swings look neglected with no colour on them.   Kids and Adults can appreciate 

bright colours. 

 More shade, less sand, more benches 
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 Including some accessible structures for those who aren't able bodied 

 Better seating, more varied play equipment 

 1. Rubberized wood chips  2. Safer plastic slides  3. Delete the hardscape  4. More 

waste bins  5. Splash pad would be great   6. Better lighting at night 

 More seating, use the sides/corners of the park to provide some space for benches or 

tables in the park. The picnic table in the park is used a lot, so table & chair seating 

would be good 

 Design 

 As above, more seating. I believe benches were removed near the entrances. 

 Less physical barriers Water feature 

 Water fill station would be amazing for all users. More open entrances to allow a flow of 

traffic through, whether commuting or staying. 

Do you have any other comments about the park or the option you selected? 
 I think option 1 is good as well  I strongly dislike option 2: too little space for playground  

zig-zag path that will just have its corners cut. I like the bigger buffers at the street in 

option 3. 

 This park has 24/7 users that all have different needs and activities in the park. It needs 

to be designed for all while minimizing noise disturbances for neighbours- not so much 

the kids, they should be noisy, as the night users! 

 I like the multiple exits and entrances. I like that the path does not cut through the centre 

of the park. Keep the swings please. 

 I think my preference is Option 1, but I do like Option 2 as well. There’s a nice flow to 

both options. 

 The most passive space 

 Option one is nice however it has very limited space outside of the play area 

 You really do need to have an amenity with a dinosaur theme. It is Tyrrell's park after all! 

There's not enough passive space in Option 1 even though I like curvy paths that slow 

you down a bit and force you to engage with your surroundings rather than hurrying 

through. 

 Seating, seating and more seating 

 I actually don't like any of the above options, but your survey won't let me proceed 

unless I choose one of them. None of the above capture the preferred combination of 

features. 

 Jean Sebelius park has a ton of playground equipment for small kids - dedicating almost 

all of this park to play structures and area for kids limits the usefulness of the park for 

everyone else. 

 Option 1 has the best overall layout.  But I do have suggestions.   Grass should be 

minimized and the park entrances should both feature native perennial flower beds 

between the pathway entrance points.   These should bed protected/edged by rocks or 

seating so people don't cross them . Second, an additional tree is required in option 1, it 

should go in the middle of the playground.   This can work, and has at other play areas 

that are well loved like Kew Gardens. Plant the tree in good conditions, away from the 

path of swings or kids coming off a slide, put some physical protection around the roots 

(rocks/seating etc.). Park should be a playground, but also a great place to read on a 

bench! 

 More shade 
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 People tend to take the shortest path anyway so it makes sense to anticipate this in the 

design. His neighbourhood has very mixed uses and populations (students, families, 

seniors) so a mix of passive and playground space is great. 

 We have lots of passive space in Saint Albans and Sibellius. We dont need it here.   

Bench lighting instead of lamp posts would be nice. 

 The sand in the playground is nice to have and I hope it would stay instead of the wood 

chip type covering in other parks. 

 I'd prefer a combination of 1 and 3: a bit more passive rec space than in 1, but the bench 

should be adjacent to the playground to support caregiver supervision, not separated by 

the path . As in 1 and 3, it is essential that there be less of a buffer between the park and 

the streets. More visibility will promote safety (and the impression of safety). A straight 

path with one entrance one each side would be fine. 

 I like the curvy option that allows for a meandering stroll and multiple entrance/exit 

options. I dislike option 3 as it is too plain, too flat. The curvy option allows for a bit more 

freestyling in its use, and is visually and creatively more interesting. Option 2 is my 

second choice for the same reasons. 

 


